
COPIES “ of a Letter, dated the 4th day of December 1846, from the Board of Works, addressed to Captain Wynne, 
directing an Investigation of Charges contained in the annexed Letter from George Westropp to the said Board, 
respecting Partiality and Misconduct to the Litcannor Relief Committee ; also, of the said George Westropp’ s Letter 
and of the Correspondence which took place between Captain Wynne and Mr. Westropp on that subject 
“ Of Captain Wynne’s Report to the Board of Works, as the Result of the Investigation held by him, pursuant to the 
Board’s Letter, at Liscannor, on the 17th day of December 1846; and also a Copy of Mr. O’Brien’s Letter to the 
Secretary of the Board, requesting a Copy of the said Report: ” 

Of the Letter written by the Right honourable Henry Labouchere to the Board of Works, dated the 5th day of 
October 1846, on the subject of Reproductive Works: ” 

“ Of the Presentment made thereunder at the Extraordinary Sessions held at Corofin, for the Barony of Inchimiin, 
in the County of Clare, on the 30th day of November 1846 :” 

“ Of the Presentment made under the same Letter at the Extraordinary Sessions held at Ennistimon on the 4th 
day of December 1846, for the Barony of Corcomroe , in the County of Clare i” 

“ Of the Treasury Minute under which Inspectors of Public Works, or of Lists of Labourers, were appointed to 
carry out the objects of the Act 9 & 10 Viet. c. 107 

“ Of all such Instructions for the Guidance of the said Inspectors, and in Explanation of their Duties and Responsi- 
bilities, as may have been Issued by the Treasury, the Irish Government, or the Board of Works in Ireland 
“ Lists of all the said Inspectors now or lately Employed in Ireland-, specifying the Salary and Allowances paid to 
each Inspector; and stating by whom he had been appointed:” 

“ Of the Men Employed upon the said Public Works iu the Baronies in the said County of Clare, in Charge of Captain 
Wynne, who were struck off the Lists of Labourers by the said Inspector ; specifying the Name and Place of Abode 
of each Person so struck off, and the Cause alleged by the said Inspector for so striking him off, and the Names of 
the Persons so struck off the Lists as aforesaid who had been subsequently reinstated : ” 

“ Of the several Relief Committees in the County of Clare of which Captain Wynne took charge ; specifying how 
often he visited each for the Revision of Lists, and the Date of each Visit.” 

(Mr. Cornelius O’Brien.) 



— II. — 

COPY “ of Mr. Hornsby’s Letter to Samuel Gamble, C. E., referred to in Mr. Gamble's Letter of the 8th day of 
January 1847, addressed to Lientenant-Colonel Jones.” 

(Mr. Cornelius O’Brien.) 



— hi. — 

COPIES “ of a certain Notice, dated the 21st day of November 1846, from Bichard Millet, Resident Engineer for 
the Barony of Corcomroe, in the County of Clare, to the Check Clerks at Killilagh : ” 

“ Of Major Macnamara’ s Letter, dated the 30th day of November 1846, addressed to the said Richard Millet, 
and of his Reply thereto:” 

« Of Major Macnamara’s Letter to Mr. Gamble, District Engineer for the County of Clare, dated the 30th day of 
November 1840, and Mr. Gambles Reply thereto:” 

“ Of Major Macnamara's Letter to Mr. Gamble, dated the 2d day of December 1846, and of his Reply thereto : ” 

“ List of the Stewards and Check Clerks employed on the several Public Works in the Relief District of Killi- 
lagh, the Number of Visits paid to the said Works by the District and Resident Engineers respectively, during the 
Progress of the said Works, up to the 1st day of January 1847, and the Date of each Visit: ” 

“ Copy of Captain Wynne’s Report of the Investigation which took place at Ennistimon, on the 10th day of 
December 1846, upon Charges preferred by Major Macnamara against Mr. Millet, Resident Engineer.” 

( Major Macnamara.) 



— iv. — 

COPIES “ of a Further RcpoRijand Correspondence with Captain Wynne, on the subject of Relief Works 
in the County of Clare : ” 

“ Of a Report from Captain Gordon, on Proceedings at Corcomroe, in the County of Clare, with Specimens of 
Relief Labour Tickets and Lists for Employment.” 

(Mr. Parker.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
15 March 1847. 
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I. 



RETURN to the Order of 11 February 1847. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

Sir, ioMarchi847. 

I N pursuance of your letter of the 1 2th ultimo, and in obedience to the Order of 
the House of Commons of the 11th, I have the honour to forward herewith; 

viz. 

Copy of a letter of 4th December, from Board of Works to Captain Wynne, with 
George Westropp’s letter annexed. 

Copy of Captain Wynne’s report. 

Copy of a letter of Right hon. H. Labouchere, dated 5 October. 

Copy of presentment session at Corofin, 30 November. 

Copy of presentment session at Ennistimon, 4 December. 

■ Copy of Treasury Letter of 31 August. 

Copy of instructions to inspectors, by the Board, the Irish Government, or the 
Treasury. 

List of all inspectors now or lately employed, specifying salary and allowances, 
and by whom appointed. 

List of relief committees, with the dates on which visited. Par. 10. 

I have, &c. 

J. Parker, Esq. (signed) Jos. Walker , Sec. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
Sir, 1 2 March i 847. 

With reference to my letter of 10th, enclosing documents called for by an 
Order of the House of Commons, dated 11th ultimo, and amongst which is 
mentioned, 

“ C°Py of the presentment made under the same letter (Mr. Labouchere’s, 
dated 5 October) at the extraordinary sessions held at Ennistimon, on the 
4th day of December 1846, for the barony of Corcomroe, in the county of 
Clare,” 

I beg to explain, that the Board have not received any copy of such present- 
ment, and it is understood that, although called, no such sessions were held. 

• The 9th paragraph of the Order ; viz. 

Lists of the men employed upon the said public works in the baronies in 
the said county of Clare, in charge of Captain Wynne, who were struck off the 
lists of labourers by the said inspector, specifying the name and place of 
abode of each person so struck off, and the cause alleged by the said inspector 
101 so striking him off, and the names of the persons so struck off* the lists as afore- 
said who had been subsequently reinstated,” I am desired to state, it is impos- 
sible to supply, from the circumstance that few of the books of the relief com- 
mittees in which such records should appear, have been placed at the disposal of 
the Board for examination, and of those few so placed, many pages have been 
altered, mutilated, or tom out altogether. 

I send, however, “the letter of the said George Westropp, and the corres- 
pondence which took place between Captain Wynne and Mr. Westropp on that 
House^ aS reC ^ U *' ed ky latter part of the firs' naragraph of the Order of The 

f lso > .^ st ■ ** °f the several relief committee., in the county of Clare, of 
which Captain Wynne took charge; specifying how often he visited each for the 
revision of lists and the date of each, visit.” 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jos. C. fValker, Sec. 
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From the Board of Works to Captain Wynne i 
Relief Department: — No. 6 . 

County of Clare. — Barony of Corcomrce. 

Subject : — Want of Employment. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 10 March 1847. 

Two Enclosures, Letter No. 10,517, bearing date the 2d of December 1846, 
referred to Captain Wynne for report, from George Westropp, esq., stating 
that the tenants on Dean Stackpoole’s property complain that they can get no 
employment on the relief works in the barony of Corcomroe. 

By order, 

To Captain Wynne, Ennis. (signed) E. Hornsby , 

Assistant Secretary. 



Captain Wynnds, Report. 

I attended at Liscannor on yesterday, 17th, to investigate the complaints 
referred to herein. Neither Mr. Westropp nor Dean Stackpoole came forward, 
nor any other person on their behalf. Some of the Stackpoole tenants were 
present, but were not disposed to substantiate-any of the charges alluded to. No 
abuses were proved, and from what I could discover, Dean Stackpoole’s tenants 
had not been neglected to the extent stated. I send a document, from which I 
draw this inference ; but it is utterly impossible to come at facts in this country, 
from the insurmountable aversion to give evidence that prevades all classes of 
society. 

The investigation passed off quietly, and my passage was not obstructed. 

(signed) Edwd. Wynne , 

Ennis, 18 Dec. 1846. Insp. Officer. 



(A.) 



County of Clare. — Barony of Corcomroe, Liscannor Division. 



Sir, Richmond-place, Limerick, 2 December 1846. 

On the part of the tenants on Dean Stackpoole’s property in the above locality, 
I have to state to you that they complain they can get no work or employment on 
the relief works ; Mr. Cornelius O’Brien, m.p., and Mr. John Macnamara, with the 
priests of the parish, doing as they please, without control. Mr. O’Brien’s tenants 
pay their rent by road works ; these gentlemen playing into each other’s hands, 
work agreeably to each other’s will, and thus the mismanagement ; and put in their 
own people on the work, finding work for them at their doors, with constant 
employment for themselves and their horses, while complaints from others are use- 
less, and rejected. I am using the words of the complaint Dean Stackpoole’s tenants 
have made to me. I was in that part of the country about a fortnight ago, and 
endeavoured, by every inquiry I could make, to ascertain whether these complaints 
were well founded, and from every quarter I could get information, I was led to 
believe that this committee were administering this relief very partially, and dis- 
tributing it, for the greater part, for the advantage of themselves and their tenants. 
Eor appearance sake, some few were taken in on the work from Dean Stackpoole’s 
property, but they were sent to work several miles from home, and had to give it 
up. But that these things are matters of notoriety, and in every one’s mouth in 
the neighbourhood, I should be slow to send forward the complaint. As agent to 
Dean Stackpoole, I trust this matter will be inquired into and sifted. If it be found 
that Mr. O’Brien’s comfortable tenants are employed, I should say that they should 
be put out, or that others of the same class should be brought in, as it is monstrous 
to think that we are to be heavily taxed for the benefit of Mr. O’Brien’s and 
Mr. Macnamara’s tenants and the improvement of their properties, getting little 
or no benefit ourselves ; at any rate, I conceive I owe it to Dean Stackpoole and 
his tenants to forward this complaint. A road was passed at the extraordinary 
sessions from Ballycottin to Ballyfadeen, in the same locality, containing 208 
perches. This road has been long in contemplation. The landlord and the 
tenants on Dean Stackpoole’s property will not require any compensation for the 
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land if the road be made, and I am sure it is far more generally useful than others 
that are applied for and passed. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Geo. Westropp. 

The Secretary of the Board of Works Office,. 

Custom House, Dublin. 



(B.) 



Letter to George Westropp, Esq., relative to his Attendance at the Liscannor 
Relief Committee. 

Sir, Ennis, 5 December 1846. 

In consequence of directions of the Board of Works to inquire into the com- 
plaint contained in your letter to their secretary of the 2d instant, I beg to know 
if it will be convenient to you to attend at the next meeting of the Liscannor 
Relief Committee, when you shall have every assistance in my power to brin» to 
light and to remedy any abuses that may exist in that locality. 

(signed) E. Wynne, 

Inspecting Officer. 



(C.) 

Itichmond-place, Limerick, 

Sir, 9 December \ 846. 

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 5th instant (not received 
however until yesterday evening) ; in reply, I beg to say, I am obliged to go to 
Dublin to-morrow, where I shall be detained for a fortnight. Although Dean 
Stackpoole’s tenants, near Liscannor, complained very openly, and in very strong 
language, of the manner in which the Liscannor Committee were giving the relief 
tickets, and that it was hopeless to expect any redress, if the business were left 
to their uncontrolled mismanagement, still from Mr. O’Brien’s great influence, and 
the fear the people have of him, and the many opportunities lie might have of 
injuring them, they might wince from insisting on their charges were they under 
his eye, and subject to be browbeaten by him. I should therefore wish the 
inquiry to be postponed until I can attend, or get some independent person to assist 
in the investigation. Of this, however, I am well assured (unless whatever every 
one says, high and low, be totally unfounded), that not only now, but always, Mr. 
O’Brien secures for himself and his tenantry and his adherents the great bulk of 
the public contracts and works in his locality ; the common saying being that his 
tenants live by the roads, and public money, and that there is no use for any one 
to think of competing with, or opposing them. It is Dean Stackpoole’s wish that 
this matter shall be fairly inquired into. He seeks no favour for himself and his 
■tenantry, but he does not like to have them think they are wronged, without a 
remedy, or that they are to be taxed to supply money for the tenants of any man, 
not more in want of relief than themselves. 



Edward Wynne, Esq. Ennis. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Geo. Westropp. 



(D.) 

u S,r ’ . A , Ennis, 1 1 December 1 846. 

Having appointed Thursday next to investigate the subject of the memorial of 
George Westropp, esq. to the Board of Works, complaining of partiality on the 
part of the chairman and other members of the Liscannor Relief Committee, in 
the selection ot persons for employment on the relief works 

I beg leave to apprise yon of the same, in order that’ you mav procure the 
attendance ot such persons as you may deem necessary. 

Dean Stackpoole. (signed) 1 ™’ & E. Wynne. 

P. S.—l have considered it my duty to lay the statements before the parties. 
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_ . (EO 

^ ,r > Ennis, 5 December 1846. 

have the honour to request that the charges against the local officers of the 
Board of Works in the barony of Corcomroe, as brought forward yesterday by 
you as chairman of the Extraordinary Presentment Sessions of Ennistimon, may- 
be furnished to me in writing, in order that I may procure the attendance of the 
accused parties, on Thursday next, at Ennistimon, with a view to investigate the 
aforesaid charges. , . „ „ Trr 

(signed) E. Wynne , 

Major Macnamara, m.p. Inspecting Officer. 

Chairman of the Kilshanny and Killilagh 
Relief Committee. 



(F-) 

k ,r > Doolin, 8 December 1846. 

I have received your letter, and beg to inform you that I will attend on Thurs- 
day next at Ennistimon. T , 

I have, &c. 

(signed) TV. N. Macnamara. 



Sir, 14, Leeson- street, Dublin, 14 December 1846. 

By letters I got from the country I understand you investigated the complaints' 
made by Dean Stackpoole’s tenants against the Liscannor Relief Committee, and 
that the further investigation is adjourned to Thursday next. Although I was 
but the organ of communication between the tenants and the Board of Works 



(for I knew nothing whatever of the facts they complained of, my only informa- 
tion on the subject being what they gave me, and what I could get casually from 
others, and general report, which certainly led me to believe there were grounds 
for their complaint), I suspect they would not come forward to press the com- 
plaints openly before you, unless supported in it ; for, right or wrong, they are 
under the impression that Mr. O’Brien may have opportunities of serving or injuring 
them, and I am sure they do not like putting themselves in opposition to him. 

My only object is to have the matter set right, so that Dean Stackpoole’s 
tenants may get a fair proportion of the relief from public works, seeing they are 
to contribute towards the payment equally with every one else. If some plan 
could be devised by which proper persons for relief could be selected, without- 
regard to whose tenants they were, or on what property they were, it would give 
all parties much greater confidence that the relief would be duly administered, 
and get us rid of all these unpleasant collisions and surmises of unfairness in the 
distribution. As for myself, I have no personal interest in the matter; I am 
merely doing an unpleasant duty. I have no wish to annoy Mr. O’Brien, quite 
the contrary; and if the irregularities complained of, supposing them to exis., be 
avoided for the future, it might be as well to let the matter drop. 

I did not intend that my former letter to you should be submitted to Mr. 
O’Brien or the committee. If given to them, as 1 understand it was, l hope you 
will reclaim it, as I shall not leave this for ten days. I cannot possibly attend on 
Thursday next. T 

J I am, &c. 

Captain Wynne, (signed) Geo. Westropp. 

Inspector Board of Works, Ennis. 



Sir, 14, Leeson-street, Dublin, 15 December" 1846. 

As Dean Stackpoole’s tenants are now unwilling to press their complaint 
against the Liscannor Relief Committee, Dean Stackpoole does not desire to 
force it on against their wishes. Therefore, if they will not come before the 
committee on Thursday, we shall not proceed any further in the matter. I put 
forward their complaint in far more modified and moderate language than they 
made it to me ; and I regretted then, as I do now, the unpleasant duty 7 that 
devolved on me. But from the firmness with which they remonstrated with me, 
and the strong language they used, I considered I was bound to send their com- 
plaint forward to the proper quarter for investigation, j rema j n & c 

Captain Wynne, Inspector, (signed) Geo. Westropp. 

Board of Works, Ennis. 
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Si r Birchfield, Lahincb, 29 December 1846. 

I request you will give me a copy of Mr. Wynne’s Report of the investigation 
directed by your Board into the conduct of the Liscannor Relief Committee, of 
which I am chairman. If you will hand it to Mr. M‘Grath, who will present 
this, he would forward it to me. An accused party is entitled to this favour as 
a matter of right. 

1 ours, &c. 

The Secretary, Board of Works Office, (signed) Corn. O'Brien. 

Custom House, Dublin. 



Sir Dublin Castle, 5 October 1846. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inform you, that his Excellency has 
had under his consideration the various representations which have been made to 
him of the operation of the Poor Employment Act, and of the difficulty of finding, 
in the greater number of baronies “ public works ” upon which it would be 
expedient or beneficial to expend money to the extent requisite for affording 
employment to the people during the existence of the present distress ; and, with 
a view of obviating the bad effects of a great expenditure of money in the execu- 
tion of works comparatively unproductive, he desires that the Commissioners of 
Public Works w ill direct the officers acting under them, in the respective counties, 
to consider and report upon such works of a reproductive character and permanent 
utility as may be presented in the manner hereinafter mentioned, at any sessions 
held under the above Act ; and his Excellency will be prepared to sanction and 
approve of such of those works as may be recommended by the Board and so 
presented, in the same manner as if they had been strictly “public works,” and 
presented as such in the manner required by the Act. 

j. The presentment sessions will estimate the sum which it may be necessary 
to raise off' the barony for the purpose of affording employment. 

2. They will also ascertain the proportion of such assessment, which, according 
to the last Poor-law valuation, may be chargeable upon each electoral division of 
an union, or portion of an electoral division (if the whole shall not be included) 
in the barony ; and they shall obtain for this purpose from the clerk of each Poor- 
law 7 union a copy of such valuation. 

3. They will present for such useful and profitable works to be executed in 
each electoral division, to the amount of its proportion of the assessment ascer- 
tained as above. 

4. In the case of drainage, however, and subsoiling, so far as it shall be con- 
nected with drainage, an undertaking shall be given in writing, and transmitted 
with the presentment, by the person or persons whose lands are proposed to be 
drained, (being “ proprietor ” in the terms of the Act 5 & 6 Viet. c. 89,) stating 
that the money so to be expended shall be a charge exclusively on the lands so 
to be improved, and be levied from the same, according to an award, to be made 
by the Commissioners as under the last-mentioned Act and its amendments. 

His Excellency wishes it to be further understood that, in case these regulations 
are not acted upon, and the portions of the assessment which would be leviable 
from each electoral division are not presented to be expended on some work within 
such division, the proceedings at such sessions must be considered with strict 
reference to the provisions of the 9 & 10 Viet. c. 107. 

His Excellency considering also that many baronies have already held sessions 
under that Act, to which baronies the opportunity of making applications in the 
manner now prescribed has not been afforded, it is his desire that all works already 
sanctioned in those baronies, or applied for, and which it may become requisite to 
sanction in-order to afford continued employment, shall be proceeded with until 
other sessions may be conveniently held in such baronies. 

His Excellency, in taking upon himself the responsibility, under the urgent 
circumstances of the case, of inviting the magistrates and cess-pavers to provide 
employment for the people by the execution of useful and reproductive works, 
confidently trusts, with their assistance and the blessing of the Almighty on their 
united exertions, that the calamity with which it has pleased Providence to afflict 
Ireland may yet in its results become conducive to the production of a greater 
abundance of human food from the soil, and to the future permanent improvement 
of the country. 



The Chai rman of 
the Board of Public Works. 



I have, & c. 

(signed) II. Labouchere. 
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COPY of a Schedule of Presentments passed at a Sessions held at Corofin, for the Barony of Incliiquin, on the 30th of November 
and adjourned to the 14th of December. 





BARONY 










Length or 






No. 


and 


Description, 


From 


To 


Between 


other 


Estimate. 


Remarks. 




PARISH. 




, 






Dimensions. 






INCHIQUIN : 












£. *. d. 




1 


Kilkecdy - 


cutting hills, &c. 


Ennis 


Kinvarra - 


- - on townland of : 
Maghera. 




30 - - 


Approved, H. O’l. 


2 


” * ‘ 


cutting hills, &c. 


Corofin 


Gort - 


- - on townland of 
Aughrim. 


- 


30 - - 


Approved, H. O’L. 


3 


„ - 


cutting hills, &c. 


Ennis 


Kinvarra - 


- - on townland of 


- 


30 - - 


Approved, H. O’L. 












Poulatagill. 






4 


- „ - 


- - cutting hills, and 


Corolin 


Gort - 


- - the bridge of Kells 


- 


500 - - 


Approved, H. O’L. 






making fences and de- 
viations where neces- 
sary. 






and Tubber. 








.6 


- „ - 


-- cutting hills, and 


Corofin 


Gort- 


- - Rockforest, and 




600 - - 


Approved, H. O’L. 






making fences aud de- 






mearing of the barony 










viations where neces- 






at Rockvale. 








C 


Kilnaboy - 


cutting hills, &c. 


Ennis 


New Quay 


- - on townland of 
Coolarty. 


- * 


30 - - 


Approved,H. O’L. 


7 


* „ - 


- - cutting hills, mak- 


Corofin 


Gort - 


- - the Cross of Cahen- 




400 - - 


Approved, H. O’L. 






ing deviations and 
fences where neces- 






asheen and Rockforest. 


1 




























- - cutting hills, and 


Corofin 


Kilfonora - 


- - the Church of Kil- 




1,500 - - 


Approved, H. O’L. 






making deviations and 
fences where neces- 






naboy and Leamineh. 












sary. 














9 


Rath - 


cutting hills, &c. 


Corofin 


Ennistimon 


- - James Shannon’s 
house and Wilbrook. 


- 


40 - - 


Approved, H. O’L. 


10 


Inagh - 


cutting hills, &c. 


Ennis 


Ennistimon 


- - on townland of 
Ballyea. 

- - on townland of 
Derrycutteen. 


- 


30 - - 


Approved, H. O’L. 


11 


! ' ” ‘ 


cutting hills, See. 


Ennis 


Ennistimon 


- - 


40 - - 


Approved, H. O’L. 


12 


Kilnamona - i 


cutting hills, &c. 


Kilrush 


Corofin 


- - on townland of 
Ballyashie. 


* 


60 - - 


Approved, H. O’L. 


J3 


Ruan - - j 


-- cutting hills, &c. 
on new road. 


Ennis 


New Quay 


- - Jtoyhcr and Tully- 
macan. 


‘ 


300 - - 


Approved, H. O’L. 



(signed) Hugh O’Lougklin, Chairman. 



COPY of a Treasury - Minute, dated the 31st August 1846. 

Mr Lords have before them the Act 10 Viet. cap. 107 , “To facilitate the 
employment of the Labouring Poor for a limited period in distressed districts in 
Ireland,” and proceed to - consider the revised instructions which the provisions 
of this Act and the experience which has been acquired from the operations 
for the relief of the people suffering from the failure of the potato crop in 
Ireland, since the month of November last, render it desirable should be issued 
to the Board of Works, and to Commissary-General Sir R. Routh, who is in 
charge of the duties lately executed by the Relief Commission. 

No authority can, from the present date, be given for the execution of any 
new works under the 9 Viet. cap. 1 ; and such works as may hereafter be required 
for the relief of distress must be presented and sanctioned according to the pro- 
visions of the 10 Viet. cap. 107 . 

The Board of Works were instructed by the Treasury Minute dated 2 1st 
ultimo, to bring to an early close all the works under 9 Viet. cap. 1, which were 
not required for the relief of urgent distress; and the Board were informed that 
if the parties interested desired that works so discontinued should afterwards be 
recommenced and completed, it was open to them to take the usual steps to 
provide for that object, either by obtaining loans secured by grand jury present- 
ment, or by other means. 

Their Lordships desire that the Board of Works will report to what extent 
works have been discontinued under these instructions, on the ground of their not 
being really required for the purpose of giving relief, and that it may be under- 
stood, in accordance with the passage above adverted to, in the Minute of the 
2 1 st July, that if it should become necessary to recommence any such works, the 
renewal of them must be provided for, either in the manner above referred to, or 
under the 10 Viet. cap. 107 . 

With a view to give every practicable assistance to the presentment sessions, 
the Board of Works should be prepared with plans and estimates of those works 
in each district in which relief is likely to be required, on which the destitute 
poor might with the greatest public advantage be employed ; and an officer of 
1 80. a 4 the 
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the Board should be in attendance at the sessions, to furnish every explanation 
that may be called for. , . 

In order to prevent labourers from being induced to leave their proper employ- 
ments, and to congregate on the relief works, in the hope of getting regularly 
paid money wages in return for a smaller quantum of work, than they have been 
accustomed to give, the following rules ought, in their Lordships’ opinion, to be 
strictly observed : — 

No person should be employed on any relief works who can obtain employ- 
ment on other public works, or in farming, or other private operations in the 
neighbourhood. 

The wages given to persons employed on relief works should, in every case, 
be at least*2 d. a day less than the average rate of wages in the district. 

And the persons employed on relief works should, to the utmost possible 
extent, be paid in proportion to the work actually done by them. 

Their Lordships suggest, for the consideration of the Lord Lieutenant, that it 
may be advisable that in every case in which it may be determined to assemble 
extraordinary sessions for the presentment of works, under the 10 Viet. cap. 107, 
instructions should also be issued to the Lieutenant of the county, to leassemble 
the relief committees of the districts in which such works are proposed to be 
carried on, making such changes in the individuals composing the committees as 
circumstances may require} or if no relief committees have yet been organized in 
the districts in question, to appoint new committees, in accordance with the rules 
prescribed by the Relief Commission. 

Their Lordships also suggest that, in order to obviate inconveniences which 
have been experienced during the late relief operations, the following alterations 
should be made in the instructions under which the local relief committees have 
hitherto acted. 

First, with regard to the assistance given by the relief committees in the 
proper appropriation of the relief provided under the 10 Viet. c. 107, by means 
of public works, — 

That tickets should not hereafter be issued by the relief committees entitling 
persons to employment on such public works. 

That, instead thereof, the relief committees should furnish (according to a form 
to be supplied to them for that purpose) the officers in charge of the works on the 
part of the Board of Works, with lists of persons requiring relief, noting them 
in the order in which they are considered to be entitled to priority, either on ac- 
count of their large families or from any other cause ; that the committees should 
revise these lists from time to time as occasion may require ; and that the officers 
of the Board of Works, acting on the information contained in these lists, or 
acquired by them from other sources, should themselves furnish tickets entitling 
persons to employment on the relief works for certain limited periods, according 
to the circumstances of each case. 

Secondly, as regards the functions performed by the relief committees in- 
dependently of the relief works carried on under the provisions of Acts of Parlia- 
ment, — 

Their Lordships consider that donations in aid of private subscriptions may be 
made, when necessary, as heretofore, from public funds placed for that purpose at 
the disposal of the Lord Lieutenant ; and that these donations may continue to 
be, as a general rule, in the proportion of from one-third to one-half of the 
amount of the private subscriptions, according to the extent of the destitution 
and to the means of the subscribers. 

But their Lordships are of opinion that, in consideration of the assistance so to 
be given from the public purse, the proceedings of the relief committees, in the 
appropriation of the funds administered by them, should be subjected to any 
degree of control on the part of the Government that may be considered desirable ; 
for which purpose their accounts and correspondence should at all times be open 
to the inspection of Government officers appointed for the purpose, and any 
further explanations that may be required on any particular point should be im- 
mediately furnished. 

In order to keep in check, as far as possible, the social evils incident to an ex- 
tensive system of relief, it is indispensably necessary that the relief committees 
should not sell the meal or other food provided by them, except in small quan- 
tities 
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titles to persons, who are known to have no other means of procuring food ; 
that the price at which the meal is sold should, as nearly as possible, be the same 5 
as the market prices which prevail in the neighbourhood ; that the committees 
should not give a higher rate of wages, nor exact a smaller quantum of work, in 
any works carried on by them from funds at their own disposal, than is the case 
in respect to the works carried on under the superintendence of the Board of 
Works, and that works should be carried on by them only to the extent to which 
private employment is proved not to be available. 

The serious attention of every person who will have to take a part in the 
measures of relief rendered necessary by the new and more complete failure of 
the potato crop should be particularly called to this important fact, that the limi- 
tations and precautions which have been prescribed to the Government Boards 
and officers in carrying out the relief operations, with the object of rendering the 
necessary interference with the labour and provision markets productive of the 
smallest possible disturbance of the ordinary course of trade and industry, will be 
rendered nugatory if the same prudence and reserve are not practised by the 
relief committees in the administration of the funds placed at their disposal by 
private or public benevolence ; and their Lordships therefore feel it to be their 
duty earnestly to request that every person concerned will, t.o the extent of the 
influence possessed by him, endeavour to secure such a restriction of the measures 
of relief to cases of real destitution, and such a just consideration for the interests 
of merchants and dealers, in the free exercise of whose callings the public wel- 
fare is so deeply concerned, that instead of the habitual dependence upon charita- 
ble aid which might otherwise be apprehended from the extensive measures of 
relief in progress, every description of trade and industry may be stimulated by 
them, and the bonds of society may become more firmly knit by the benevolent 
and intelligent co-operation of the different orders and ranks of which it is com- 
posed, to avert a common calamity, and to prepare for recommencing the ordi- 
nary occupations of social life with advantages which are at present only imper- 
fectly enjoyed in some parts of Ireland. 

The limited Grant Fund provided by the io Viet. cap. 109, intituled, “An 
Act to authorize a further issue of money in aid of Public Works of acknowledged 
utility in Poor Districts in Ireland,” is, according to the terms of the Act, appli- 
cable only to the case of unimproved districts, like parts of the counties of Kerry, 
Galway, Maj’o and Donegal, where, although roads and other works would be 
productive of more than usual public advantage, the districts are too poor to bear 
the whole expense of them ; and the Act therefore directs that in cases in which 
the repayment of loans to the amount of at least a moiety of the estimated expense 
of such works shall have been secured, and such further contributions shall have 
been made as the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury shall think fit to 
require from the individuals principally interested in the projected works, such aid 
shall be afforded from this fund, in the shape of grants, as the occasion may 
appear to require. 

The applications which may be received for grants under this Act, will have to 
be carefully examined and inquired into by the Commissioners of Public Works, 
who will recommend for sanction those works which appear to them to combine 
the greatest permanent utility with the relief of urgent distress, taking care that 
the proprietors specially interested are required to contribute, in addition to their 
share ot the general assessment for the repayment of half the expense of the 
works, sums proportioned, in some degree, to the special benefits they will derive 
from them. 

My Lords have considered with the careful attention which the importance of 
the subject demands, the measures proper to be taken with a view to continue the 
late Commissariat operations to the extent which may be absolutely necessary for 
the purpose of providing supplies of food for sale in districts to which the ordi- 
nary operations of the provision trade cannot be expected to extend, the strictest 
regard being, at the same time, paid to the pledge which has been given not to 
interfere in any case in which there is' a reasonable expectation that the market 
will be supplied by mercantile enterprise ; and they will proceed to state the 
course which appears to them to be the best adapted to secure the important object 
in view. 

Their Lordships have already given directions that no portion of the stock of 
meal remaining in store in the different depdts should be sold merely for the sake 
of disposing of it. 

180. B It 
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It has been fully established by the experience of the late operations, that the 
ports on the northern, eastern, and southern coasts, from Londonderry to Cork, and 
those parts of the interior which are ordinarily supplied from them, may safely be 
leic to the foresight and enterprise of private merchants ; and it will only be neces- 
sary for the Government, so far as this part of Ireland is concerned, to take 
effectual precautions that the supplies introduced by private traders from abroad 
are properly protected, both while they are in transit and when they are stored for 
future consumption ; and for this purpose their Lordships rely upon the Lord 
Lieutenant making every necessary arrangement in communication with the 
Commander of the Forces in Ireland, and the Inspector-general of the Consta- 

b “ ActinaMthis principle, their Lordships have directed that the supplies of food 
now in store should be concentrated without delay at the following (lepdts: 

In the interior— Longford, Banagher. 

On the coast — Limerick, Galway, Westport, Sligo. 

And Commissary-general Hewetson has been instructed to take immediate 
steps for the transfer of the quantity remaining in store in the depfit at Cork to 
Limerick in the charge of which depdt tie will relieve Commissary-general Coffin, 
who will remain on full pay with a view to his being employed hereafter, as the 



occasion may require. , , . , , , 

Subordinate depots will be established, under the charge of the constabulary, 
at other places on the western coast, as the necessity for taking such a step may 
become apparent. . , . 

Their Lordships desire that it may be fully understood, that even at those places 
at which Government depbts will be established for the sale of food, the depdts 
will not be opened while food can be obtained by the people from private dealers 
at reasonable prices ; and that, even when the depbts are opened, the meal will, 
if possible, be sold at such prices as will allow of the private trader selling at the 
same price with a reasonable profit. 

The Relief Commission ceased on the 15th instant, since which period Commis- 
sary-General Sir Randolph Roulh has continued to transact such business as 
required immediate attention ; and considering the experience which has been 
acquired by that officer, and his well-proved ability for the task, their Lordships 
are of opinion that the duties confided to the Relief Commission during the late 
operations may with great public advantage be entrusted to Sir Randolph Routh, 
acting under the authority of the Lord Lieutenant, and in constant communication 
with this Board. 

Their Lordships have taken steps to procure the early arrival in this country, 
from the stations where they are employed abroad, of a sufficient number of well- 
qualified commissariat officers, not only to take charge of the depbts which it has 
been determined to retain, but also, under the orders of Sir Randolph Routh, 
to communicate with the local relief committees, and to afford through him, to 
Her Majesty’s Government, correct information as to the state of the districts in 
which they will be stationed. 

Measures have also been taken for strengthening the Board of Works, to enable 
it to meet the coming emergency, on which subject a separate communication 
will this day be made to the Board of Works and his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to Mr. Redington, and request that he will 
move the Lord Lieutenant, if he shall concur therein, to give the necessary direc- 
tions in regard to such of the arrangements as more immediately depend upon his 
Excellency for carrying them into effect. 

Also transmit a copy to the Commissioners of Public Works, and to Commis- 
sary-general Sir Randolph Routh, for their information and guidance. 



No. 1. 

Sir, Office of Public Works. 

The Commissioners of Public Works have appointed you to act as inspecting 
officer of all arrangements connected with the relief of the destitute in the 



The town of will be your head quarters, and the place to 

which all official letters will be addressed, unless another post town shall be named 

by 
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by you. When travelling from place to place, yon will regularly inform the secre- 
tary of the post town to which your letters should be addressed. 

It will be your duty to attend all meetings of the extraordinary presentment 
sessions, under the 9 & 10 Viet. c. 107, and to assist with your advice in regard 
to works which shall be undertaken within any barony for the relief of%he 
destitute. 

It is not intended that the works should be confined to roads, as any work 
which can fairly be considered of a public nature may be undertaken ; but such 
as would tend to the permanent improvement of the surrounding district, and 
which may be expected to be reproductive, should be preferred. 

As it may frequently happen that, b v the execution of such works, proprietors 
of some of the adjoining lands will be more directly benefited than others, it 
would appear to be but reasonable, under such circumstances, that the proprietors, 
the leaseholders, or the occupants, as the case may be, of such lands, should con- 
tribute towards the work, in proportion to the benefit they derive from it, over 
and above the amount of the baronial assessment for the work as one of relief; 
and it will be right, in such cases, that you communicate your opinion to the 
presentment sessions, if called on to do so. 

In recommending any new work to be undertaken, the Commissioners depend 
in a great degree on your judgment and prudence. 

You will perceive by the printed instructions from the Lord Lieutenant, that you 
are constituted an official member of every relief committee in the county. An 
important part of your duty in attending those committees will be the scrutiniz- 
ing the names of persons recommended as destitute. 

Hitherto the lists supplied by the relief committees occasionally contained the 
names of persons who should have been rejected ; it will be your duty, by every 
means in your power, to check the lists, and strike out such names as, from the 
information you may collect, should be rejected, at least for the present ; this 
will be a difficult and disagreeable office, and in cases of doubt, it will be desir- 
able that you should consult the magistrates assembled at extraordinary present- 
ment sessions; but unless the names in the list be scrutinized, no system or regu- 
larity can be preserved. 

When labourers are required for any work, you will ascertain the number 
from the county surveyor, civil engineer, or surveyor in charge of the barony or 
district, and you will give tickets to those who are to be employed On each work, 
which will be presented to the person in charge of it. 

I am directed to inform you, it is the wish of the Commissioners that you 
should make frequent inspections of the several works which may from time to 
time be in operation throughout the district, and report to them your opinion 
relative to each. 

The works intended to be executed in the have been placed 

under the general superintendence of 

and assistants have been named under the direction of each of those gentlemen. 

^ ou will communicate personally or by letter, as occasion may require, with 
those gentlemen, and it is the Board’s particular desire, that a cordial feeling 
and understanding should exist between you audthe engineers whose duty it will 
be to execute the works. 

An important part of your duty will be to assist them with your advice on such 
points as may require it, and in every way to facilitate their operations. 

It is not intended that you should control the detail of the works ; but should 
it occur to you in your visits, that an alteration either in the works themselves, or 
in the system of conducting them, should be made, you will direct the attention 
of the engineer to the subject, and state fully what appears to you to be 
desirable. 

It is expected that a fair day’s work will be given for a fair day’s pay ; and as 
a check upon idleness, where it exists, it would be advisable that the engineer 
should return only one-fourth or one- half day for such persons, in proportion to 
the work performed, and this is applicable to all works in which day labourers are 
employed. 

Every exertion must be used by the engineer and surveyor to introduce the 
system of task-work, to be undertaken by separate gangs of men, who will select 
their own ganger, but who must be able to write and keep accounts, and who will 
be responsible for the tools entrusted to him. 

Young men should be employed at excavations and wheeling, and old men in 
180. B 2 breaking 
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breaking stones, or in making fences, and if handy, in building the dry walls for 
small gullets required for draining. 

You will be very particular in your inspections to ascertain whether the la- 
bourers have been regularly paid, and if you receive any complaints of irregula- 
rities, immediate inquiry should be made, calling^ on the pay-clerk to explain the 
cause of such irregularity ; and if you are not satisfied with his statement, you should 
refer the matter to the paymaster of the district 

whose office is established at and whose special duty 

it is to look after that particular branch, checking the pay lists, and seeing that 
the amounts are regularly transmitted to the pay-clerks. 

The rule laid down by the Board is, that payments should be made once in 
every week, and at no longer intervals. 

The Board requests that you will dispatch by post, so as to be in Dublin every 
Monday morning, a report of your proceedings during the past week, in which 
you will state the day of the week and month on which you visited any relief com- 
mittee, or particular work, with any observations you may think it necessary to 
offer, so as to afford the fullest information as to the state of the works, and the 
progress that has been made. 

A communication will be made to the engineers in charge, notifying your 
appointment, and the nature of the duties you are to perform, so as to prevent 
any misunderstanding on their part. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. IValker , Secretary. 



No. 2. 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 

The Commissioners of Public Works have appointed you to lay out and take 
the general superintendence of all the works in the 

which may be finally approved under the Act of the 9 & 10 Viet. c. 107, a copy 
of which is herewith sent. 

As it is important that public works should be laid out and approved by the 
extraordinary presentment sessions, and receive the sanction of the Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, previously to their being actually required to afford 
employment to the destitute, you will acquaint the magistrates, & c. at sessions, 
that you have received orders to afford them every assistance in your power ; and 
although you may not yet have had time to lay out or estimate for many works, 
that you will use every exertion to effect the object, both in regard to repairs or 
improvements on existing lines of road, or the construction of new roads, or such 
other public works as the members of the extraordinary presentment sessions may 
approve. 

It is not intended that the works should be confined to roads, as any work which 
can fairly be considered of a public nature may be undertaken ; but such as would 
tend to the permanent improvement of the surrounding district, and which may 
be expected to be reproductive, should be preferred. 

As it may frequently happen, that by the execution of such works proprietors 
of some of the adjoining lands will be more directly benefited than others, it 
would appear to be but reasonable, under such circumstances, that the pro- 
prietors, the leaseholders, or occupants, as the case may be, of such lands, should 
contribute towards the work, in proportion to the benefit they derive from it, over 
and above the amount of the baronial assessment for the work as one of relief ; 
and it will be right, in such cases, that you communicate your opinion to the 
presentment sessions, if called on to do so. 

In commencing any work, care should be taken to divide it into small lots, each 
of which is to be let by task, or by measurement, to a gang of men, to be composed, 
as the case may be, from 10 to 12, to be headed by a working ganger, who is to 
receive 1 s. in the pound in addition to his portion of the earning of the gang 
during the month, but payment in the way of subsistence must be made at the 
end of each week. 

As the works are undertaken for the employment of the destitute poor, every 
exertion should be made to exclude all persons who have any other means of sup- 
port than the employment offered on the public werks. To assist in this depart- 
ment, the inspecting officer in charge of the district will give tickets to the destitute 

persons ; 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




RELIEF WORKS, IRELAND. 



'3 



..persons; and you will employ as many as may be required to execute the work 
without crowding each other. 

It will be desirable to employ the young men at excavations and barrow work, 
and the old men and boys at breaking stones. Old men may also be employed in 
making fences, and, when handy, in building dry walls for drains or fences. 

It will be your duty to ascertain that the several assistants placed under your 
direction execute the duties entrusted to them with zeal and success. The Com- 
missioners hold you responsible for all, and authorize you to suspend from duty 
any of the assistants who disobey orders, who may be inattentive to their duty, or 
who may commit any irregularity or act of insubordination, until the determination 
of the Board respecting them has been received by you, or by the inspecting officer 
in charge of the district. 

In regard to overseers (stewards), it is of importance that none should be 
employed in the neighbourhood of their own dwellings, or even in the surround- 
ing district, and you are not to do so unless by special permission from this Board. 
It will be better to increase the salary of a good overseer than retain him within 
the reach of local influence. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Circular, No. 5. 

f (Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 18 September 1846. 

I am directed by the Board to instruct you, that when communicating with 
gentlemen and labourers you will mention that it is intended all works are to be 
executed by task, and that such prices will be given as will enable good labourers 
to earn at least 1 s. per day ; by which means all will be paid in proportion to 
their earning, whatever it may be ; but daily labour must be paid for at the rate 
prescribed by the Treasury Minute. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



Circular, No. 6. 

(Relief Department.) 

®* r , Office of Public Works, 18 September 1846. 

In order that no time may be lost in deciding on the projects presented for at 
sessions, when the schedule shall be received at this office, the Commissioners 
desire that you will, as soon as you learn the nature of the works proposed, take 
steps to report on and estimate for such works, without waiting for the schedules 
to be referred to you from this office ; and you are requested to report what 
assistance you will require to enable you to accomplish this service with the least 
possible loss of time. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



(Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 24 September 1846. 

Urgent representations having been received by the Lord Lieutenant on the 
distress caused by the non-resumption of works sanctioned under the 9 Viet. c. 1, 
you are requested to lose no time in resuming such works in your district ; and 
further, in commencing those for which grants were sanctioned, but which were 
^ en required. Bearing in mind that on no account is the sum sanctioned by 
the Treasury to be exceeded ; such excess, if necessarv, must be presented for 
under the 9 & 10 Viet. c. 107. 

The Commissioners further beg to inform you, in reference to the task-work, 
that the sum to be paid for each portion of work should he sufficient to enable an 
ordinary labourer to earn from 10 d. to 1 s. per day, and a good labourer, who 
-exerted himself, from 1 s. 4 cl. to 1 s. 6 cl. per day. When labourers will not work 
except by the day, the pay must be guided by the Treasury Minute. The price 
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of breaking stones by the ton or load must vary according to the quality of stone, 
being so proportioned as to enable diligent men to earn a fair day’s hire. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 

To 



No. 10. 

(Relief Department.) 

gjj. } Office of Public Works, 28 September 1846. 

I am ’directed by the Commissioners to request you will inform me whether, in 
making your recommendation for works in the different baronies of a district, you 
formed any calculation of the length of time the works proposed by you would 
employ the people; it is most important that information on this head should be 
supplied the Commissioners, that they may know how to act. 

At present it is desirahle that no more work should be undertaken than will be 
sufficient to employ the destitute for three months, before which time (if necessary) 
the sessions may be re-assembled ; but there can be no objection to recommend 
the commencement of a new road, the cost for completing which may amount to, 
say 2,000 /., your present recommendation being confined to the ordinary drainage 
and fencing, leaving the metalling and bridges for a future time. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



No. 12. 

gj r Dublin Castle, 5 October 1846. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inform you, that his Excellency has 
had under his consideration the various representations which have been made to 
him of the operation of the Poor Employment Act, and of the difficulty of finding, 
in the greater number of baronies, “public works’ upon which it would be 
expedient or beneficial to expend money to the extent requisite for affording 
employment to the people during the existence of the present distress; and, with 
a view of obviating the bad effects of a great expenditure of money in the execu- 
tion of works comparatively unproductive, he desires that the Commissioners of 
Public Works will direct the officers acting under them, in the respective counties, 
to consider and report upon such works of a reproductive character and permanent 
utility as may he presented in the manner hereinafter mentioned, at any sessions 
held under the above Act. And bis Excellency will be prepared to sanction and 
approve of such of those works as may be recommended by the Board and so pre- 
sented, in the same manner as if they had been strictly “ public works,” and 
presented as such in the manner required by the Act : 

1 . The presentment sessions will estimate the sum which it may 7 be necessary 
to ruise oft' the barony for the purpose of affording employment. 

2. They will also ascertain the proportion of such assessment, which, according 
to the last Poor-law valuation, may be chargeable upon each electoral division of 
an union, or portion of an electoral division (if the whole shall not be included) in 
the barony ; and they shall obtain for this purpose from the clerk of each Poor- 
law Union a copy of such valuation. 

3. They will present for such useful and profitable works to be executed in 
each electoral division, to the amount of its proportion of the assessment ascer- 
tained as above. 

4. In the case of drainage, however, and subsoiling, so far as it shall be con- 
nected with drainage, an undertaking shall be given in writing, and transmitted 
with the presentment, by the person or persons whose lands are proposed to be 
drained, (being “ proprietor” in the terms of the Act 5 & 6 Viet. c. 89,) stating 
that the money so to be expended shall he a charge exclusively on the lands so to 
be improved, and be levied from the same, according to an award to be made by 
the Commissioners as under the last-mentioned Act and its amendments. 

His Excellency wishes it to be further understood that, in case these regulations 
are not acted upon, and the portions of the assessment which would be leviable 
from each electoral division are not presented to be expended on some work within 
such division, the proceedings at such sessions must be considered with strict 
reference to the provisions of the 9 & 10 Viet. c. 107. 

His- 
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His Excellency considering also that many baronies have already held sessions 
•under that Act, to which baronies the opportunity of making applications in the 
manner now prescribed has not been afforded, it is his desire that all works already 
sanctioned in those baronies, or applied for, and which it may become requisite to 
sanction in order to afford continued employment, shall be proceeded with until 
other sessions may be conveniently held in such baronies. 

His Excellency, in taking upon himself the responsibility, under the urgent cir- 
cumstances of the case, of inviting, the magistrates and cess-payers to provide 
employment for the people by the execution of useful and reproductive works, 
confidently trusts, with their assistance and the blessing of the Almighty on their 
united exertions, that the calamity with which it has pleased Providence to afflict 
Ireland may yet in its results become conducive to the production of a greater 
abundance of human food from the soil, and to the future permanent improvement 
of the country. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

H. Labouckere. 

The Chairman of the Board of Public Works. 



Circular, No. 13. 

(Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 8 October 1846. 

I am directed by the Commissioners to inform you, that in order to expedite 
the valuation of the various lands and tenements required to be taken for, or which 
may be injured by, the works in your district, it is necessary that you should 
furnish, with the least possible delay, the contents of all such lands and tenements, 
the names, residences, and post towns of the proprietors and tenants, and also the 
nature of the tenures. The names of the townlands, parishes, and baronies in 
which the works are situated, must also be given, and the whole information must 
be furnished in the tabular form sent herewith. 

The lands and tenements are to be shown upon the Ordnance Map, with as 
much accuracy as the scale will admit of, but the contents being small, must be 
calculated from lines measured upon the ground. Each plot must be numbered 
with figures referring to the tabular information. 

A correct tracing of the Ordnance Map, showing the situations of the proposed 
works, will be required, and these must be shown in red ink. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 

To , Engineer for District 



County of 



No. 

on 

Map. 


Townland. 


Parish. 


Barony. 


Proprietor. 


Tenant. 
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Nature 
of 

Tenure. 


Description 
of Land 
and Premises. 


Area of Land and 
Premises 

in Irish Plantation 
Measure. 


Observations.. 


















A. R. P. 





No. 14. 

Board of Public Works, 10 October 1846. 
INSTRUCTIONS relative to Reproductive Works, which may be undertaken 
by Landed Proprietors, as authorized by Mr. Laboachere ' s Letter of the 5th 
October 1846. 

Landed proprietors, in the terms of the Act 5 & 6 Viet. c. 89, applying for 
permission to expend the amount, or a portion of the amount to be levied on 
any electoral district, in draining or subsoiling connected with drainage, must 
state the precise nature of the woi'k proposed to be executed j and it is to be 
1 80. J54 observed 
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observed that no works can be admitted which are not directly connected with the 
permanent improvement of the soil. 

The lands having been viewed and reported on by the officer of the Board of' 
Works, and subsequently sanctioned by the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, the works may be commenced under the superintendence of. 
an overseer either appointed or approved of by the Board of Works. 

The labourers employed will be paid at the end of each week by the pay- 
clerk of the Board of Works, in proportion to the extent of the work executed,., 
the price for each item of expenditure having been previously determined on and 
approved of by the Board. 

No contracts can be entered into by the Board of Works with proprietors or 
others for the execution of works of any kind ; the whole must be done by task, 
at fixed prices, it being expressly understood that the labourers to be employed, 
shall not be limited to those who reside within the particular electoral district in 
which the work may be situated, but may be selected from among the destitute 
poor residing within the limits of the districts allotted to the Local Relief 
Committee ; the particular labourers to be employed being furnished with tickets- 
by the inspecting officer of the Board of Works. 

When a small stream or drain forms a boundary between two electoral districts, 
which stream or drain is the natural outlet for the waters of both, the expenditure 
required for sinking or embanking (as the case may be), such stream or drain, 
shall be borne by the proprietors of both electoral divisions, in proportion to the 
benefit conferred ; and the works shall be effected under the same arrangements 
as those prescribed for ordinary drains, &c. 

When the sum to be expended on reproductive work is equal to the entire 
amount to be levied off the electoral district, such district will not be liable to., 
pay any additional portion of the general assessment for the barony in which it is 
situated. But when only a portion, say one moiety, of the sum presented on the 
electoral district shall be expended on drainage, &c. the entire of such electoral 
district shall be assessable for the remaining moiety which may be expended on 
ordinary roads, or other useful public work within the electoral district or 
barony, as the case may be, within the meaning of the enactments of the 10th Viet... 
c. 107. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



Circular, No. 15 . 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 14 October 1846. 

Pending the delivery of the stock of implements required for your district, it 
is the wish of the Board that you employ the poor on those works presented for, in 
which they can give useful labour without the aid of wheelbarrows or wheeling- 
planks; such as on new roads, in the fencing, partial forming, in the quarry- 
ing and breaking of stones for metalling, and in the excavation for, and building 
of gullets ; also in the cutting down of hills, by employing a limited number of 
horses, a principle which the Commissioners regret being obliged to adopt, even 
for a limited period, as they would prefer the employment of manual labour. 
They conclude that you can employ a considerable number of the poor on these 
profitable works, and thus afford time for obtaining the necessary supply of imple- 
ments, without wasteful hurry. 

It is also directed that every exertion be used by the engineers and assistants 
to economize the use of implements. 

The Board wishing to encourage, as far as it is practicable, the manufacture 
of implements of wood and iron in the localities in which the works are situate, 
have ordered handbills to be printed and posted, and advertisements to be inserted 
in the Dublin and provincial newspapers, enumerating and describing the tools 
they wish to obtain, and the respective depots in which they are to be deposited, 
for the use of the works in their vicinity. The Board are of opinion that they 
may gradually obtain a great portion of what will be required during the ensuing 
three months, and that thereby useful and remunerative employment may be 
afforded to the tradesmen and mechanics of your districts. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary- 
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No, 16. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 16 October 1846. 

I am sorry to find that great objection is made by labourers in different 
parts of the country to work by piece or task work, which is the only mode by 
which employment can be given at this time of general distress, to any large 
portion of the people. I am under the necessity therefore of desiring that you 
will instruct the officers under your control to explain to those who are returned 
to them by the relief committees as destitute, and in want of employment, the 
nature of the task-work on which it is proposed to employ them, the mode in 
which the measurement will be made, and the wages that they may earn, which 
are to be paid to them in money, by weekly payments. 

If after this explanation they shall refuse the work that is provided for the 
support of themselves and their families, you will direct your officers at once to 
withdraw from the locality, as it is not consistent with the directions of the 
Government that they should be subjected to offence and violence in performance 
of their arduous duties. 

I remain. Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Bessborough. 

The Chairman of the Board of Works. 



No. 19. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 23 October 1846. 

1 am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you, that his Excellency’s 
attention having been called to the class of persons who have hitherto been 
employed on relief works, he desires that instructions may be given to the officers 
of the Board, that, as a general rule, no persons should be employed whose 
tenements are valued under the poor law at 61 . per annum or upwards, unless 
in undoubted destitution, nor the sons of persons so circumstanced. 

His Excellency further desires, that the officers will report to the Board all 
cases in which the payments have not been made weekly as directed; and that 
no person employed under the Board should be engaged in the “ truck” system, 
or in the sale of spirits or food in the neighbourhood of works, under pain of 
dismissal. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

T. N. Rcdington. 



Circular. 

(Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public Works. 

It is indispensably necessary that you should pay immediate attention to the 
circular forwarded to you on the 8th instant, respecting the valuation of the lands 
and tenements required to be taken for, or which may be affected by, the works 
in your district ; and I am directed further to inform you by the Commissioners, 
that in consequence of the absolute necessity of ascertaining the compensation 
money to be paid to the respective owners and occupiers of the lands and tene- 
ments, it is further necessary that you should ascertain : 

1. The average annual value per Irish or plantation acre of the land as if out 
of lease, and with reference to its immediate locality. 

2. Its quality as compared with other parts of the farm or holding, mentioning 
whether it is better or worse, or nearly the same. 

3. The average annual value of the houses, stating whether they are old or new, 
slated or thatched, and in what repair. 

4. The extent of the farm, holding, or tenement in which the works are situ- 
ated, and the rent paid. < . 

5. The estimated quantity of the land severed on either side of that required 

for the works. . . 

6. The extent, description, and value of fences, gates, &c. required to be taken 

for the works. . . 

7. Your opinion whether the works will be beneficial or otherwise to the farm, 
■holding, or tenement, and in what respects. 

180! c A!1 
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All the above information is to be added to that contained in the tabular form 
forwarded to you with the above-mentioned circular ; and you are particularly 
directed to be careful in procuring the correct names of the proprietors, tenants, 
and occupiers; the nature and form of tenure, age of lives, and years unexpired. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

To the Engineer of District , Secretary. 



Circular, No. 22. 

(Relief Department.) 

Office of Public Works, 29 October 1846. 

It being represented to the Board of Works, that great inconveniences and 
abuses have arisen from the difficulty existing in many cases of obtaining labourers 
for occasional employment, and the indisposition that exists on the part of 
labourers to go to private works, even at high wages, in the expectation of get- 
ting work on the public roads, the Board approve of allowing farmers and others 
requiring labourers to apply to the stewards on the public works for them ; and in 
case the persons selected by the stewards refuse to go, on being offered the same 
Tate of wages they are receiving on the roads, that the stewards should be required 
forthwith to discharge them. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



No. 26 . 

Memorandum for the consideration of Presentment Sessions in Baronies desirous 

of Presenting for the Construction of Railways, for which Acts of Parliament 

have been obtained under the 9 & 10 Yict. c. 107. 

1. The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have ordered, that for such rail- 
ways they will sanction loans, on the recommendation of the Commissioners of 
Public Works, on condition that the loans be not made by the Government to the 
company on its own security, but to the baronies through which the railway 
passes, on the security of their presentments, leaving the baronies to make such 
arrangements with the company on that head as they may think necessary ; the 
Commissioners of Public Works taking no further cognizance of such arrange- 
ments than may be necessary to satisfy the Government that the baronies will be 
able punctually to repay the advances made to them by the Treasury upon their 
presentments. 

2. Eor this latter purpose the Commissioners would recommend to the present- 
ment sessions to consider the following points : — 

1 . That the company be actually in possession of the land through which 
the railway is to pass, or that security for their becoming so be given before 
the works begin, so that no after-payment or debt whatever, for purchase, 
compensation, or damages, may remain chargeable on the barony beyond 
the amount of their presentment. 

2. That the company give or undertake to give security to the barony for 
the due half-yearly repayment of the advances, with interest. 

3. That the barony should not present for any work which cannot be com- 
pleted by August next. 

3. The object of the 9 & 10 Viet. c. 107, being the employment of the 
destitute poor, the Commissioners of Public Works will reserve to themselves 
the entire nomination and payment of the labourers, who will be supplied from 
the lists of the relief committee, as on other public works under the Act. 

4. In order that the company may have every reasonable confidence that the 
work will be executed in accordance with the views of their shareholders, the 
company will be allowed to name their own engineers and overseers, subject to 
the approval of the Board. 

5. If artificers or extra labourers for special parts of the work be required, or 
if horses or machinery be necessary, the expenses incurred on those heads must 
be borne by the company. 

6. The work executed by the Commissioners will thus be confined strictly to 

the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




RELIEF WORKS, IRELAND. 



J 9 

the eartli-vvorks, and will not extend to the laying down of sleepers or rails ; nor 
will the baronial funds be expended on the purchase of apparatus or plant. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Circular, No. 30 , 

(Relief Department.) 

Office of Public Works, 2 December 1846. 

Frequent complaints have been made to the Commissoniers, that men have 
been employed at task-work without any knowledge at the beginning of the work 
of the quantity to be accomplished, and the total price to be paid for it, no mea- 
surement being made till the work is finished and the final sum awarded. The 
Commissioners earnestly press upon your attention the necessity of previous mea- 
surement as a stimulus to the labourers, and a security for the zealous perform- 
ance of their tasks. Proper allowance may then be made for any deficiency of 
implements as increasing the difficulties of the task, and advantage will then be 
held out to the men for any ingenuity or exertion by which they may overcome 
these difficulties ; or peculiar classes of -work may be allotted to the infirm or 
aged, when the employment of such is inevitable ; and the industrious may 
reasonably be expected to exert themselves to guard against wet or stormy 
weather. In fact, the whole efficacy of the task system depends in the labourers 
possessing, before they begin, a full knowledge of what it is possible for them 
to earn. To obviate or gradually remedy the want of overseers competent to 
measure tasks, a system of ,'revrard and punishment may be introduced, by 
reports made to the Board of those who perform their duties in a satisfactory 
manner. 



Circular, No. 31 . 

(Relief Department.) 

Office of Public Works, 4 December 1846. 
Inspecting officers are requested to be very particular in inquiring whether 
the labourers are punctually paid, and the cause of delay, if there has been any, 
and to lose no time in reporting the same to the Board, and to the inspecting pay- 
master, giving the name of the work, and of the pay clerk, even in anticipation of 
the usual weekly report, of which it forms a part. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



Circular, No. 32 . 

(Relief Department.) 

Office of Public Works, 4 December 1846. 
When any insubordination or interference with the labourers, by disorderly 
persons or others, occurs on the work, the check clerk or overseer will imme- 
diately report the same to the inspecting officer, as well as to the engineer in 
charge, the inspecting officer being specially charged with that branch of duty 
which relates to the distribution of labour and communication with relief com- 
mittees. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



No. 34 . 

(Relief Department..) 

~ ^ r ’ Office of Public Works, 3 December 1846. 

everal communications having been received on the subject of presenting for 
the breaking of stones for repair of roads in any electoral division, I have to in- 
torm you that the Board have no objection to such a presentment. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

The County Surveyor of Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 

1 80. f! O 
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Circular, No. 36 . 

(Relief Department.) 

Memorandum. 

Office of Public Works, 9 December 1846. 
The Commissioners, after the fullest consideration, have resolved to discontinue 
the issue of tickets, by which, it is hoped, much time and office work will be saved 
the inspecting officers. In future it will be sufficient that the inspecting officer 
should furnish to the check clerk, for the engineer, a list of the men to be employed 
on any particular work, selecting them, as at present, after the fullest scrutiny 
from the lists of the relief committees, and fixing the number in conjunction with 
the enginer, each having in view the object to be attained : 

The inspecting officer, that as much relief shall be afforded as possible. 

The engineer, that such works shall be carried on as will afford that labour, so 
far as is consistent with the proper execution of the works. 

On no account is this list to be issued through the relief committee, but a copy 
may be furnished to them, and every facility and assistance at all times given to 
them for investigating, as well the lists of men who are employed, as of those who 
still remain on their own list for employment. The check clerk must he careful 
to make himself acquainted with the men, and take care that no transfers or sub- 
stitutes be allowed, without the sanction of the inspecting officer. 

By order, 

Jos. C. JV ilker, Secretary. 



Denomination of work, 

Mr. Engineer in Charge, is requested to 

provide employment on the above work, in the barony of for 

the following persons selected from the list of the relief committee of 



NO. 


NAMES. 


RESIDENCES. 









Inspecting Officer. 

Note . — The check clerk and overseer are to be very careful in identifying these 
persons, and allowing no change or substitute, without the sanction of the inspect- 
ing officer. 



Circular, No. 39 . 

(Relief Department.) 

.... . , 0ffice of Public Works, Dublin, i 84 . 

As tlie Lords of the Treasury have directed that they be furnished with a 
monthly return of al the persons employed on the relief works in Ireland, I am to 
request that you will carefully notify to this Board all additions or removals, 
together with all alterations m the rates of pay, &c. which may have been ordered 
since your last return was received. 1 enclose forms for the purpose, and they 
ate to be forwarded so as to reach this office by the 1st of each succeeding month, 
that they may be in time for the monthly report. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 

acwuntaTor payment. * * SUpersede those which ma Y accompany your 



/r» 1 • /* 7*v N Circular, No. 41 . 

(Relief Department.) 

It hnviruT ; ,• 1 Office of Public Works, 15 December 1846. 

Lord Lieutenant ha H ntima . ted to the Commissioners of Public Works, that the 
received numerous representations, stating the sufferings to 

which. 
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■which labourers are exposed when the works may be stopped by snow or severe 
rain, they have, with the sanction of his Excellency, directed the following system 
to be adopted, viz : 

1st. On such occasions the labourers are to attend the roll-call in the morning, 
and all who attend will, if it be then impossible to set them to work, be entered 0^ 
the. pay list for half a day’s daily pay. 

2d. If the weather become fine, they are expected immediately to commence 
work. If at or before nine they will be paid for the whole day ; if at or after 
1 2, for as many hours as they work beyond the half day. But if they do not come 
to work as soon as it is fine, they will not receive any pay. 

In order to guard against abuse, the inspecting officer and the engineer are to 
be very careful that this measure is never resorted to when any work can be 
provided, either in stone-breaking, scraping snow from the roads, or of any other 
kind, and it is to be entered on a separate pay sheet, headed “ Special Relief,” 
a supply of which will be forwarded to you immediately. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



Circular, No. 42. 

(Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 15 December 1846. 

I am directed to request that you will make preparations for closing all works 
under your charge when the sum expended amounts to within 10 per cent, of that 
sanctioned, immediately reporting the same to the Board. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



Circular, No. 43. 

(Relief Department.) 

Office of Public Works, 17 December 1846. 

The attention of the Commissioners has been much directed to the importance 
of appointing trustworthy and confidential persons to the office of check clerk. On 
the check clerk it depends, to see that the persons employed on the works are 
those whose names are supplied to him by the inspecting officer, and that no others 
are employed. It is his duty, also, to make out the weekly pay sheet for the 
engineer; and he is then the connecting link between these two important branches 
of the work. Check clerks will in future be appointed by the inspecting officers, 
but he will communicate, in all cases, with the engineer in the first instance, and 
will use every effort to ascertain the characters of the persons he appoints ; and 
their appointment is to be sent to the Board for approval, in the annexed form. 
The inspecting officers are requested to lose no time in carefully inquiring into the 
characters and qualifications of the present check clerks, and gradually to replace 
by proper persons, those who are not fully eligible for, and competent to, the duties 
expected from them. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



Mr. 

paid at the rate of 
the 

Chairman, 



Board of Public Works. 



Department. 

is recommended to be employed as 
with 



to be 

to commence from 



Circular, No. 45. 

(Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 5 January 1847. 

Numerous representations having been made to the Board, of accidents to the 
mail coaches and other conveyances, owing to the dangerous manner in which the 
1 So. c 3 roads 
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roads under repairs are left ; and that at night lights or other proper precaution! 
are not placed on the roads. 

I am to request your particular and immediate attention to the above, and that 
you will take such measures as will prevent a recurrence of such complaints. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Circular, No. 46. 

(Relief Department.) 

The following communication from his Excellency is circulated for the informa- 
tion and guidance of the inspectors of accounts. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 26 December 1846. 

In reply to your letter of the 2 1st instant, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant 
to acquaint the Board of Works, that it appears desirable that application should 
be made to the stipendiary magistrate, or in his absence to the nearest justice 
previous to a constabulary escort being given to a pay clerk of the Board. 

J-C. Walker, Esq. (signed) T. N. Redington. 

Secretary, Board of Works. 



Circular, No. 4 7 - 

(Relief Department.) 

Si r , Office of Public Works, 5 January 1847. 

Several representations having reached the Board, that depredations and 
robberies are of frequent occurrence, so close to the different public works as to 
make it probable the labourers were concerned, or which might have been pre- 
vented by them ; r 

The Commissioners have resolved that in all cases where such might have been 
prevented by the men employed on the works, or the offenders seized by them, 
and where they do not assist to bring the guilty parties to justice, the works will 
be forthwith suspended. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



(Relief Department.) 



Circular, No. 48. 



A . . „ Office of Public Works, 1 2 January 1847. 

as it is often difficult to know whether minutes, &c., on original letters sent 
trom this office, have been seen by the parties for whom they were intended, as 
there is nothing on the face of the communication to show it, the Commissioners 
request that all such communications may be marked “ Entered and Returned,” 
by the officers to whom they have been sent, affixing initials, date, &c. 

they also request that all letters so referred may be carefully returned to this 



By order, 



, Secretary. 



(Relief Department.) 



Circular, No. 49. 



n' n . . Office of Public Works, 12 January 1847. 

he Commissioners request that the engineers in charge will give due notice 
ti n ? PeCU 5S-°- ffic *r’ “ d inspectors of payments, of the commencement of 
e " 0r ad ?! tl0 ? a WOrk ’ a , nd stoppage or suspension of any work in 

fl e?t i’l 0enab e i th , em « t0 mate their arrangements with the relief committee,, 
check clerks, pay clerks, &c. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 
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Circular, No. 50. 

•(Relief Department.) 

Office of Public Works, 12 January 1847. 
Frequent representations having been received of accidents, from the un- 
guarded state in which roads in progress have been left at night, the Commis- 
sioners desire to call the attention of the engineers to the circumstance, and desire 
that proper watchmen and lanthorns be always placed on the dangerous parts. 

The Commissioners also desire that when works are left incomplete, from the 
deficiency of funds, especial care may be taken to leave them as safe and passable 
as possible until additional funds are provided. 

By order, 

Secretary. 



Circular, No. 51. 

-(Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 21 January 1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners to request that you will send a copy of 
every paper or instruction which you may have circulated, and, for the future, 
that you will forward such for the approval of the Board, in the first instance. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



Circular, No. 52. 

(Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public Works, January 1847. 

I am directed to request that when implements are required for the use of 
labourers employed on public works, you will furnish to this office a detailed de- 
mand of those required, stating the place at which they should be delivered, and 
as far as it is known, the most convenient mode of conveyance, the requisitions 
hitherto sent not being sufficiently definite, thereby causing great confusion and 
•consequent delay. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Memorandum, No. 53. 

(Relief Department.) 

Office of Public Works, 25 January 1847. 

The attention of the Commissioners has been directed to the class of persons 
employed as overseers on the relief works,' and the importance of those officers 
being competent to discharge the duties required of them. On the overseer 
devolves the measurement and letting of the tasks, the proper distribution of the 
labourers on the works, and the due performance of the labour. They are also 
charged with the care of the tools and implements. They ought to be able to 
read and write, and keep accounts, and be examined and instructed in making 
measurements. Those who are most expert should be recommended for a higher 
rate of pay, and every exertion made to create emulation among them. Over- 
seers of parties working by task should always be paid more than when the 
parties are on day work. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Circular, No. 55. 

(Relief Department.) 

Office of Public Works, 25 January 184 7. 
The Commissioners of Public Works have heard, with much regret, that the 
destitute labourers employed by task to execute certain drainage presentments, 
have shown great indisposition to work, and in consequence the sums earned have 
■not been in proportion to their necessities. 

1 80. c 4 According 
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According to the prices allowed, a willing labourer can earn from l s. to 1$. 3^, 
per clay, but if he determines not to use any exertion, and in consequence hb 
earning does not exceed 6 d. or 8 d. per day, the fault lies with himself, and 
not with the contract price. 

It is necessary that both the overseers and labourers should understand that the 
drainage presentment works, under Mr. Labouchere’s letter, are to be paid for by 
the landed proprietors who undertake them, and that the work must be considered 
to be a private one, commenced by an individual for the purpose of employing the 
people. HeDce it becomes the duty of the overseer, as well as of the labourer,, 
to do justice to the proprietor, who undertakes, at his own cost, to employ the: 
destitute on reproductive works, and thus prevent an unnecessary expenditure on 
road works, which would have been defrayed by a general assessment. 

If the drainage be not executed at a reasonable cost, the works commenced will 
not be completed for the amount of the estimate, which corresponds with that of 
the presentment. In this view the inspecting officers of the Board are requested 
to remove from the relief list any labourer who, through laziness or design, wilL 
not exert himself to execute his task, as it would be most unjust that the pro- 
prietors, who through benevolence have undertaken the works, should be injured 
by the combination or indolence of the labourers. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



Circular, No. 58. 

(Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public "Works, 1 February 1847. 

It has been represented that inconvenience is experienced by farmers and others- 
from the destruction of fences in carrying on the relief works. 

The Commissioners request your attention to the subject, as a very temporary 
fence will be sufficient to prevent encroachments while the works are in progress.. 
I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



Circular, No. 59. 

(Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 1 February 1847. 

I am directed to inform you, that the Commissioners desire, when great 
distress would be occasioned by a temporary suspension of public works, previous- 
to the new system of relief being fully arranged, you will continue employment on 
those works, with reference to which measures are being taken for enabling the 
baronies to make further presentments. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 



Circular, No. 60. 

(Relief Department.) 

Si r >. _ Office of Public Works, 2 February 1847. 

I am directed by the Board to inform you that you are not, after the receipt 
of this communication, to commence any work in the baronies under your charge,, 
without first receiving the formal sanction of the Board for each work, and for 
which application should be made as usual, if required. 

I am, Sir, yonr obedient Servant, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



(Relief Department.) 



Circular, No. 61. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

. 12 February 1 847. 

As it frequently happens that many of the “ Weekly Labour Returns” are not re- 
ceived at this office until after the general return for the kingdom has been compiled 

and 
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arid forwarded to the Lord Lieutenant and the Lords of the Treasury, I am directed 
to call your attention to the circumstance, and to request that steps may be taken 
to compel the check clerks to forward them, so as to arrive here without fail on 
the Monday succeeding each week ; and as it is feared that returns for many 
labourers are not received at all, I am to request that you will establish some 
check to insure the transmission of correct and complete returns, and in proper 
time. In cases where the check clerks forward them direct to this office, the 
Commissioners request they may be called upon to furnish, by the same post, to 
you a list of the returns they have so forwarded, with the totals of each, &c., 
which, if you find to be correct, you will forward to this office, that the Commis- 
sioners may also have the means of knowing whether- complete returns have been 
received. The returns of each check clerk should be numbered in consecutive 
order, 1 2, 3, &c. ; and by this means, a simple return to you, such as the fol- 
lowing, might be the best to adopt, which, if correct, should be countersigned by 
you, and sent on by first post to this office : 

Return of Labourers, Week ending 

Barony of 



No. 1. ^ Hill at Skreen 

- 2. No. 17 in Schedule, &c. 

- 3 . New Road to 

&c. &c. 



- Total, 7 , 405 , See. 
- 8,100 
- 7,500 

&c. 



[* Using the names given in the Return .] 

Despatched to Dublin this day 184 . 

Signed Check Clerk. 

Countersigned Inspecting Officer. 

I am also to call your attention to the careless manner in which many of these 
returns are forwarded, some not having the totals filled in, others incorrectly 
added, &c. &c., thereby considerably delaying the general compilation. In for- 
warding them by post, they are to be made up by baronies, and the name of the 
county written on the line left blank for that purpose on the direction side. 

Annexed are copies of the forms for drainage works and for road works. 

By order. 

To the Inspecting Officer. Jos. C. IV alker, Secretary. 



Circular, No. 62 . 

(Relief Department.) 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

12 February 1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners to call your attention to the circulars of 
16th October, 18th November 1846, and Circular, No. 39; and to express their 
surprise, that although it is now the middle of. the month, very few of the returns 
called for in them have been received ; and most of those were too late to be 
acted on, as they were not received for several days after the monthly report 
had been prepared and forwarded to the Lords of the Treasury ; the "result of 
which is, that the Commissioners are compelled either to again send forward the 
returns for the previous month, or send imperfect 01.es. They therefore again 
request that these returns may be all forwarded, so as to reach ‘this office without 
fail on the first of each succeeding month. 

Should they be delayed beyond this period in future, the Commissioners wish 
the late returns to be accompanied with the names of the clerks or assistant 
engineers, &c. who have so delayed them ; but as each engineer has a correct 
return in his office of all the assistant engineers, overseers, &c. employed under 
him, with authorized rates of pay, &c. &c. ; the inspecting officers have in their 
offices correct returns, of all the check clerks, &c. employed under them, with 
authorized rates of pay, &c. &c. ; and the inspectors of drainage, &e._have correct 
returns of the persons employed under them, with authorized rates of pay, — the 
Commissioners trust such delays will in future be avoided. 

180. D the 
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The following is a copy of the form referred to in the above circulars, which, should 
you not have pointed copies, can be made out on manuscript forms, but on paper 
of the same site as the forms issued from this office, that they may be all pre- 
served in the same order. 

By order, 

Jos . C. Walker , Secretary. 



p'S . — From Circular No. 39 : “ This return is not to supersede those which 
may accompany your accounts for payment.” 



Return of all Persons except Labourers, employed under* 

In the County of 

Dated at this day of 184 



NAMES 

(with the Christian Names 
in full). 


Rate of 
Pay 

per Diem. 


Date of 
Appointment. 


In what 

Capacity Employed. 


Under what 
Assistant Engineer, &c. 
Employed. 


In what 

Barony Employed. 






N.B.- 


—The names to lie arran 


1 

ged by baronies. 





[* The name of the principal in charge to be inserted here.] 
Job. C. Walker, &c. Icc. dec. 



Circular, No. 63. 

(Relief Department.) 

Memorandum. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 15 February 1847. 
Lv reference to Circular, No. 59, the Commissioners desire that, before you 
continue any work in anticipation of a presentment session, you will report the 
same to the Board, stating the sum which you consider necessary to complete the 
work; and make the matter likewise known to the inspecting officer, for the infor- 
mation of the magistrates, in order that they may immediately apply to the Lord 
Lieutenant for a session. 

By order, 

Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



Circular, No. 64. 

(Relief Department.) 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 15 February 1847. 

I "for ward herewith some blank forms of monthly reports, which the Com- 
missioners request you will carefully fill up and forward for each month, so as to 
arrive at this office on the 2d of each succeeding month, in time for the monthly 
report to the Lords of the Treasury. They are to he made up to the end of each 
month, but, to allow you time to receive the requisite information from your 
assistants, the Commissioners have named the 2d for receiving them at this office, 
and they hope to receive them all punctually on the morning of that day. 

The names of the overseers and check clerks are not to be written on the same 
horizontal lines as the names of the engineers, i. e. if lines 1, 2, 3, &c. are re- 
quired lor them, the names of the overseers should be written on lines 4, 5> 6, &c., 
and the names of the check clerks on lines 7, 8, 9, &c. 

In the letter enclosing your monthly report, you are requested to afford as much 
detailed information as possible in regard, to the state of the country, the manner 
in which the labourers employed have conducted themselves, and whether any 
violence had been attempted, persons injured, &c., naming the parties so injured, 
with full particulars of the case. 

Stating, also, whether any complaint had reached you, or whether the labourers 
generally appear to be, and express themselves contented, &c. 

** By order, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 
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County of 



Barony of 



ENGINEER’S REPORT on the Works, &c. in the above Barony, for the Month ending 















No. of 






Date of 




Total 

Amount 


Amount 


Weeks 

required 




•g 




a> 




plete the 
Works at 
the same 


Description of Work. 


’S 


ment of 
Work* 


1 


expended up 
to this date, 


the Month’s 
Expenditure 




■2 


3 


184 


to this Date. 


Expendi- 




!ZS 










ture. 

















Women employed. 



How 

employed. 



Horses and Asses employed. 



How 

employed. 



Whether 
executed | 
by Task 
or by 
Daily 
Labour. 



1 I 



[On what Daysj 
was each 
Work visited 
by the 
Assistant 
Engineer 
during the 
Month. 



| On what Days) 
each 
Work visited 
by the 
Principal 
Engineer 
during the 
Month. 



Date on 
which each 
Work 

[was last Paid. 



[infirm, how 
employed. 



Here state 
Distinctly, but in 
General Terms, 
whether there are 
any Complaints 
by Labourers. 



Note .— To be forwarded so as to arrive in Dublin on the 2d of each succeeding month; tee Circular, No. 64. 



ENGINEER’S REPORT on the Assistants employed on the Works in the above Barony, with the Amount of Duty performed by 
each, their Remuneration, ice. ; for Mouth ending 184 . 



Names of the 
Assistant 
Engineers and 

employed. 


Pay 

per 


Allowances. 


Works 
in Charge, 
(giving the Nos. 
as on 
1st Page.) 


Total No. 
of Persons 
employed on 
these Works, 
(Men, Women, 
and Boys.) 


Names of the 
Overseers for the 
several Works. 


Pay 

per 

Diem. 


Allowances, 
if any, 
by special 
Sanction. 


Works 
in Charge 
(giving the 
Nos. as on 
1st Page.) 


For each 
Night 
absent on 
Duty from 
Quarters. 


Travelling, 
(as actual 
Expense of 
Car-hire.) 























Names of the Check Clerks for 
the several Works. 



Pay 

per 

Diem. 



Allowances, 
by special 



Works 
in Charge 
(giving the Nos. 



Sanction. 



1st Page.) 



No. of Visits paid 
to each Work during 
the Day by 
each Check Clerk, and 
at what Hours. 



Remarks : as to Duties performed by the 
Assistant Engineers during 
the Month ; and Competency, Attention, 
and Conduct of all Assistants 
employed. 



To Jos. C. Walker, Esq. &c. &c. 



Signature of Engineer iu Charge, 
Head Quarters, 

Date, 



l80. 



D 2 
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Circular, No. 66. 

(Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 22 February 1847. 

The operations of Government being about to undergo a change, by which 
relief will henceforth be administered in food, instead of through the medium of 
labour, it is more than ever necessary that the lists furnished by the relief com- 
mittees should be thoroughly scrutinised, so that none may remain upon them, 
who either possess or can obtain a maintenance in any other way. The inspect- 
ing officers are therefore requested to use every exertion for this purpose, not only 
by removing from the lists the names of every one not entitled to be placed upon 
them, but by taking every opportunity of pointing out ttf'the magistrates and gen- 
tlemen with whom they may come into contact, how materially it is for their 
interest to employ as many labourers as possible, even independently of the urgent 
necessity for tillage with a view to future crops, so that they may obtain some 
return for their expenditure, inasmuch as all who are not employed, and therefore 
destitute, will be fed at their expense. The public works are drawing to a close, 
and it is very important that the number who are now crowded upon them for the 
purpose of relief, should be reduced gradually, by the absorption into private 
employment of as large a number as possible ; because, as soon as the new mea- 
sures are in operation, the public works must be executed creditably and econo- 
mically, employing only the able-bodied, and of them only so many as are neces- 
sary, by which the remainder will be thrown wholly upon the proprietors them- 
selves, either to be employed, or, as the alternative, fed at their expense ; and as 
this state of things must soon take place, it is manifestly the interest of all parties 
that it should be effected gradually, rather than by the sudden discharge from the 
works of all who are not wanted. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

To the Inspecting Officers. Jos. C. Wal/cer, Secretary. 



Circular, No. 68. 

(Relief Department.) 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 22 February 1847. 

The Commissioners have great pleasure in making known to the inspecting 
officers, engineers, and others, that the Government have been pleased to express 
their entire satisfaction with the exertions of the department, in a letter, from 
which an extract is annexed, which the Commissioners take the present opportu- 
nity of making known, as the system of relief is about to be changed, but which 
will still require a zealous continuance of the same exertions, though in a different 
way, and under different direction, respecting which instructions will speedily be 
issued. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Jos. C. Walker , Secretary. 

I have more than once had the satisfaction of conveying to you the approbation 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, of the great, and under the extraordinary 
difficulties of the case, successful exertions which you have made to meet the 
present remarkable crisis ; and I have now the pleasure of sending you an expres- 
sion of the similar favourable opinion entertained by the First Lord, as stated in 
a letter from Lord John Russell to me, received this morning. 

The only remark I have to make is, that these gratifying expressions of the 
approbation of Her Majesty’s Ministers apply not only to yourself, but also to 
your colleagues, and to the many deserving officers acting under your Board. 

To Colonel Jones. (signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 

“ As we are coming to the end of the year, I wish you would express to Sir R. 
Routh and Colonel Jones my warm approbation of their indefatigable exertions in 
the performance of the arduous and unexampled duties which they have had to 
discharge.” 

“ (signed) John Russell." 
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List of Inspecting Officers now or lately Employed. 



NAME. 


SALARY AND ALLOWANCES. 


BY WHOM 
PPOINTBD. 


REMARKS. 


Ainslie, Major - 
Airey, Captain 


- - 21s. per diem, with tra- 
velling expenses, and 10 s. 
hotel allowance when out. 
20 s. ditto - - ditto - 




not now employed. 


Anderson, Lieutenant 
Adams, Captain 
Butcher, Lieutenant - 
Bennett, Major 
Broughton, Captain, R. E. 

Brooke, Captain 
Brandling, Lieutenant 
Brereton, Captain 
Bolton, Major - 
Burns, Major - 
Baillie, Lieutenant, R. E. - 
Bull, Captain - - 

Burmester, Captain - 
Colomb, Lieutenant - 
Crawford, Lieutenant 
Carey, Captain 
Carey, Lieutenant 


205 . ditto - - ditto. 
20$. ditto - - ditto. 

205 . ditto - - ditto. 
205 . ditto - — ditto. 

- - 31 s. <5d. per diem, with 
allowance as above. 

205 . ditto - - ditto. 
205 . ditto - - ditto. 
205 . ditto - - ditto. 

21 5. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 
31 s. 6 d. ditto - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

21 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto - 




not now employed. 


Cox, Lieutenant 
Clarke, Major - 
Bill, Captain, R. E. - 
Dillon, Captain 


20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 
30 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto - 




. not now employed. 


Dyer, Captain - 
De Courcy, Lieutenant 


20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto - 


- ,s - 


not now employed. 


De Blaquire, Captain 
Downman, Lieutenant 
Fitzgerald, Major 
Farren, Captain 
Forbes, Captain 
Faussett, Lieutenant 
Flood, Captain 
Flude, Captain 
Fitzmaurice, Lieutenant- 


20 s. ditto - - ditto. 
20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

21 s. ditto - - ditto. 
20 s. ditto - - ditto. 
21s. ditto - - ditto. 
20 s. ditto - - ditto. 
20 s. ditto - - ditto. 


<D 

1 O 

O 


- - attached to head 


colonel. 

Griffith, Lieutenant - 
Gordon, Captain, 75th regi- 


20 s. ditto - - ditto. 
21s. ditto - - ditto - 


>-> 


quarters, on special 
service. 

— now employed as 


ment. 

Gordon, Captain, 59 th regi- 
ment. 

Godby, Lieutenant - 
Green well, Lieutenant 
Gallway, Lieutenant, R. E. 
Gilbert, Captain 
Hotham, Lieutenant - 
Huband, Captain 
Handcock, Hon. Captain - 
Hamilton, Lieutenant 
Hutcheson, Captain 


21 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 
21s. ditto - - ditto. 

30 s. ditto - - ditto. 

30 s. ditto - - ditto. 
20s. ditto - - ditto. 
20s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto - 




engineer. 

not now employed. 


Harte, Captain 

Hill,. Captain - 

Hay, Captain - 

Inglis, Lieutenant, R. E. - 

Johnston, Lieuenant 


20 s. ditto - - ditto. 
20s. ditto - - ditto, 
20s. ditto - - ditto. 
31 s. 6 d. ditto - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto - 




not now employed. 


Kelly, Captain - 
Kennedy, Captain 


20s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 
21s. ditto - - ditto - 




not now employed. 


Lancey, Captain 


20 s. ditto - - ditto - 


- 


not now employed. 


Layard, Captain 
Labalmondier, Captain 
Maxwell, Captain - 


20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

20s. ditto - - ditto. 

20s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto - 




- - now employed as 


180. 


D 3 
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SALARY AND ALLOWANCES. 



BY WHOM 
APPOINTED. 



Miller, Lieutenant, R. E. 



Menzies-,- Captain-, R. E. 
M‘K.ee, Major - 
Norris, Captain - 
O’Brien, Captain 
O’Brien, Captain 



- - 31 s. 6d. per diem, with 
travelling expenses, and 10 s. 
hotel allowance when out. 
30s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 
20s. ditto - - ditto. 

20 s. ditto - - ditto. 

— 800 1. a year, with allow- 
ance as above. 



o 




pa 



- - Lords of 
Treasury. 



O’Neill, Captain 

Ogle, Captain, R. E. 
Oldershaw, Captain, R. E. 
Parker, Major 
Peebles, Captain 
Primrose, Lieutenant 
Renwick, Captain, R. E. - 
Ross, Sir Thomas 
Robinson, Major 
Swinburne, Lieutenant 
Sterling, Captain 
Stuart, Major - 
Telford, Captain 
Telfer, Lieutenant 
Townsend, Major 
Villiers, Lieutenant - 
Walker, Captain, 69th regt. 
Walker, Captain H. P. 
Watson, Major 
Wetbered, Lieutenant 
Wynne, Captain 



- - 20s. per dietn, with al- 



lowance as 


above. 


31s. 6d. ditto 


- ditto. 


30s. ditto 


- 


- ditto. 


20s. ditto 


_ 


- ditto. 


21s. ditto 


_ 


- ditto 


20 s. ditto 


_ 


- ditto. 


30s. ditto 


_ 


- ditto 


20s. ditto 


_ 


- ditto. 


20 s. ditto 


- 


- ditto. 


20 s. ditto 


- 


- ditto 


20 s. ditto 


- 


- ditto 


20 s. ditto 


- 


- ditto. 


20s. ditto 


_ 


- ditto. 


20 s. ditto 


«. 


- ditto. 


20s. ditto 


_ 


- ditto. 


20 s. ditto 


- 


- ditto. 


20s. ditto 


- 


- ditto. 


20s. ditto 




- ditto. 


20 s. ditto 


- 


- ditto. 


20 s. ditto 


- 


- ditto. 


20s. ditto 


- 


- ditto. 




- - attached to head 
quarters, on special 
service. 



not now employed, 
not now employed. 



not now employed, 
not now employed. 



- - attached to head 
quarters, on special 
service. 



A Specimen of a Recommendation List, as returned by the Committee to the Inspecting Officer. 

This Sheet was produced by Captain Wynne at a Meeting of Kilmealy Committee, held in Ennis on Saturday the 27th of February 1847. 











9 


Usual mode 


3 












NAME. 


Parish. 


Townland. 




2$ 


of 

cbtaining 




zi 


11 


OBSERVATIONS. 












% 5 






o 














< 








W 


« 5 
















M. F 










Tlic undermentioned information not 


n the Sheet, as 


hn Reidy 


















returned by Committee to Inspecting Officer; 




Kilmealy - 


jortacraliane 


- 


8 - 


labourer- 


_ 


_ 


2 


SO acres of laud. 






it. Reidy 


ditto 


ditto 


- 


1 - 


ditto - 


_ 


_ 


1 


Brother to John Reidy, 2 acres. 


31o 




it. Kelly 


ditto 


ditto 


- 


8 - 


ditto - 


_ 


_ 


1 




h la ® 


I 


idow M'Eenerney - 


ditto 




- 





ditto - 


_ 


_ 


1 






t M'Eenerney 


ditto 


ditto 


- 


— 


ditto - 


- 


_ 


1 




“ o."o 




m. Sexton 


ditto 


Glanbonig - 


- 


6 


ditto - 


_ 


_ 


2 


- - 250 acres, 10 /. freeholder, Poor- 


o W* 




mes Cahill 




















m S ~ 




ditto 




_ 






_ 


j. 










ichael Browne 


ditto 


Keilatunna 


_ 


4 


ditto - 






1 


Care-taker to Mr. Murphy. 






an. Neylou 


ditto 




_ 






_ 










atrick Sullivan 


ditto 




_ 


2 












s sJi 


s 


artin M'Guire 


ditto 


ditto 


_ 


4 


ditto - 


_ 


_ 






.8 2 


alaeby Caby - 


ditto 


ditto 


_ 


8 






_ 










am Sullivan - 


ditto 


ditto 


_ 


9 


ditto - 


_ 


_ 


1 








James M'MaJion 


ditto 


ditto 


_ 


8 




_ 


_ 










Michael M'Mnhon - 


ditto 


ditto 


_ 


A 




_ 


_ 






2 «TS % 


dmond Neylou 


ditto 


ditto 


- 


13 


ditto - 


— 






— 80 acres, 5 cows, and horse. (2 




k| 


aim Sullivan - - 




















5 g-3 g 




ditto 


ditto 




1-2 










80 acres, 5 cows, and horse. 






ichael Siieedy 


ditto 










_ 






-a u S? 




mes Kennedy- 


ditto 




_ 














ill! 




obert Harlock 


ditto 




_ 
















lomas Kennedy 
William Lucas - 


ditto 

dido 


ditto 


- 


13 


ditto 




- 


1 


2 cows and 4 yearlings. 


a >>•“ g 

fill 




ichael Hehir - 


ditto 




_ 
















imes Griffy - - 


ditto 


ditto 


_ 


















m. O'Brien - - 


ditto ■, 


ditto 


_ 


















hn Galvin 


ditto 


ditto 


- 


8 


ditto - 


1 


_ 


1 




.2 g.*l 








ditto 


- 


8 


ditto - 


_ 


_ 


1 










ditto 


ditto 


_ 


















at. Meaney 


ditto 


ditto 




4 


ditto - 


~ 


- 


1 


30 acres. 







* N.B . — James and John M‘ Mahon a: 
{ themselves. 



i father and sou, the latter only a year married ; the father had eight children, three married and living 



. . _ /Signature of Chairman, Dan. Lynch, r.P- 

uay 01 18 *- ^Signature of Inspecting Officer, 

Ihc principal part of this information was obtained by me after local examination. 

John Fitzgerald, Assistant ^ngiueer. 
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COPIES of the several Reliep Committees in the County of Clare of which Captain 
Wynne took charge ; specifying how often he visited each for the Revision of Lists, and 
the Date of each Visit. 



Names of Committees. 


Dates on which Inspecting Officer visited each. 


Ballvvaughan, Central 


. 


Nov. 20. 


Carrigaholt - 


- 


Jan. 15. 


Clare Abbey and Killone 


- 


Nov. 6, 17 ; Dec. 27 ; Jan. 7, 19. 


Clondegad - 


- 


Nov. 3; Dec. 31 ; Jan. 22. 


Corofin, Central 


- 


Nov. 16, 23 ; Dec. 1, 14; Jan. 4. 


Enoistimon, ditto - 


- 


Nov. 18 ; Dec. 4, 11. 


Ennis and Drumcliffe 


- 


Dec. ti ; Jan. 18, 28. 


Fisherstreet. 






Killadysait - 


- 


Nov. 13 ; Jan. 21. 


Kilfenora. 






Kilmaley and Inch - 


- 


Nov. 15, 30; Dec. 5, 12, 14, 19 ; Jan. 5, 8, 20. 


Kilraurry - 


- 


Jan. 12. 


Kilkee - 


- 


Nov. 1 1. 


Killard - 


- 


Jan. 16. 


Kilrush, Central 


- 


Nov. 4, 1 1 ; Jan. 14. 


Knock, ditto - 


- 


Nov. 13, 22 ; Dec. 24, 26. 


Lisdoonvania - 


- 


Nov. 19. 


Liscannor - 


- 


Dec. 17. 


Miltown Mallmy, Central 


- 


Nov. 8 ; Dec. 16 ; Jan. 13. 


Newquay - 


" 


Nov. 20. 



I visited the above places on many occasions on which the committees did not meet. I 
also omit visits when I met the committees, not having the exact date, having sent no 
journals to the Board until the 14th November 1846; viz. two visits to Ennistimon pre- 
vious to date of first above mentioned, on one of which I met the committee. 

(signed) Edwd. Wynne, Insps Officer. 



II. 



RETURN to the Order of 15 February 1847. 



COPY of Mr. Hornsby’s Letter to Samuel Gamble , c.e., referred to in Mr. 
Gamble's Letter of the 8th January 1847, addressed to Lieut.-Col. Jones. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
Sir, 4 January 1847. 

I am desired by Colonel Jones to enclose the accompanying extract from the 
“ Morning Chronicle,” and to request you would favour him with any general 
remarks you may have to offer on the same, and also an explanation of those por- 
tions marked in red ink. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(signed) E. Hornsby , Ass 1 Sec. 

Sami. Gamble, Esq. c.e. 



1 So, 



D 4 
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III. 



RETURN to the Order of 22 February 1847. 



INDEX TO DOCUMENTS. 



No. 1. — Copies of a certain Notice, dated 21st day of November 1846, from Richard 
Millet, Resident Engineer for the barony ofCorcomroe, in the county of Clare 
to the Check Clerks at Killilagh - 

No. 2. — Of Major Macnamara’s letter, dated the 30th day of November 1846, addressed 
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— No. 1, — 

To Messrs. J. Fitzpatrick , O'Brien , and Conny , Check Clerks. 

Sirs, 

You will please to observe that you are not to attend any committee or pro- 
duce any book, list, or communication relative to the works being carried on 
under my charge without my special permission. 

21 November 1846. R. Millet, E. B. 



— No. 2. — 

T ?' r * . . , Doolin, 30 November 1 846. 

It is my 'Mention to submit a counterpart of the enclosed before the relief 
committee at Roadford on Wednesday next. I have also communicated ivith 
Mr. Gamble on the subject by sending him your order. 

T “ ^ (signed) ’ JV. N. Macnamara. 



— No. 3. — 

T Ennistimon, 30 November 1 8a6 

fMr R Comvnnr s T P ett ^ r °, f th ' s , da T> an(i ^g to. state that the principal overseer 

t0 attend the and “V ^ 

™ are most positive relati - to the a «- dan “ 

W. N. Macnamara, Esq. M. p. (signed) ^ MUM. 
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— No. 4. — 

Sir, Doolin, 30 November 1846. 

I am sure you concur with me, that it is very desirable that the best feeling 
should exist between the relief committee and the Board of Public Works. 

I shall make no further comment, only to express my regret that our corre- 
spondence has not commenced on a more agreeable subject than referring you to 
the enclosed. 

I have, &c. 

Samuel Gamble, Esq. (signed) W. N. Macnamara. 

&c. &c. &c. 



— No. 5.— 

Sir, Ennis, 2 December 1846. 

In reply to your letter of the 30th ult., I beg to assure you that I am most 
anxious in all matters to co-operate with the committee. 

Much inconvenience has, however, arisen from check clerks, stewards &c. &c. 
absenting themselves from the works, which they are but too glad to do, for 
the purpose of attending relief committees. It is desirable that all communica- 
tions should, as far as possible, be made to the local engineer ; but as he can 
but seldom attend the meetings of the committees, directions have been <dven to 
the principal overseer in each parish to wait on the committee whenever the 
secretary may send him a requisition to that effect. 

With the view of redressing any abuses that may exist, I shall be glad at all 
times to receive any communications on the subject of the works that you may 
do me the favour of addressing to me. 

I have, &c. 

W. N. Macnamara, Esq., Doolin, (signed) Samuel Gamble. 

Ennis timon. 



— No. 6. 



Sir, Doolin, 2 December 1846. 

Your letter I have had the honour to receive this evening, and have to observe 
it is no answer to the information I required, which is, whether Mr. Millet was 
directed by you to issue the order of the 21st of last month. 

I have, &c. 

S. Gamble, Esq., Ennis. (signed) W. N. Macnamara. 



— No. 7. — 

Sir Ennis, 4 December 1846. 

In reply to your letter of the 2d instant, I beg to state that I did not dictate 
the order issued by Mr. Millet, but that he has, in common with others, my 
instructions not to allow check clerks, stewards, &c. to attend the relief com- 
mittee without directions from him. 

I have, &c. 

W. N. Macnamara, Esq., Doolin, (signed) Samuel Gamble. 

Ennistimon. 



180. 



E 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




34 



CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



— No. 8. - 



RETURN of Stewards and Check Clerks for the Relief District of Killilagh, 
County of Clare, Barony of Corcomroe, to the 1st of January 1847. 



Name. 






In what 
Capacity 
Employed. 


Rate of 
Pay 

per Diem. 


Observation's. 


Pat. M'Inerheny 






Overseer 


s . 

3 


d . 


Removed from this district. 


Thomas Comyn 


- 


- 


ditto - 


3 


- 


This man took MTnerheny’s 


Daniel Cooney - 


. 


- 


Check Clerk - ; 


2 


- 




James Fitzpatrick 


- 


- 


ditto - - : 


2 


- 




Thomas O’Brien 


- 


- 


- - - 


2 






John Hallman - 


- 


- 


- - - 


2 


- 




James Doherty 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 


Dismissed after two weeks. 


Daniel Thynne - 


- 


- 


- - - 


1 


8 




Thomas O’Brien 


- 


- 


Steward 


1 


8 




John Lannon - 


- 


- 


ditto - 


1 


8 




Denis O’Loughlin 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 




Pat. Danaher - 


- 


- 


- - - 


1 


8 




Pat. Mulqueeny 


- 


- 


- 


2 


- 




John White 


- 


- 


- 


2 


— 




Thomas Kenny 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 




Michael Kittson 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 




Frederick Sturick 


- 


- 


- 


2 


6 




Pat. Walsh 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 




Pat. Morriss 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 




Mat. Guthry 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 




Thomas Lysaght 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 




Michael O’Loughlin 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 




Pat. Molony 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 




James Droney - 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 


Was suspended for some time. 


Lawrence Lannon 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 


Thomas Hallman 


- 


- 


- 


1 


8 


Dismissed after one week. 


John Ward 


_ 




. . _ 


1 


8 





— No. 9. — 



County of Clare, Barony of Corcomroe. 

Number and Dates of Visits to the Killilagh Relief District. 



Richard Millet, Engineer in charge. — Fourteen visits to the works, from 
10 October to i January 1847 : — 

1846: 10, 11, 12, 26, 27 October; 4, 11, 14, 18 November; 8, 15, 23, 29, 
30 December. 

William B. Gallwey, Assistant Engineer. — Four visits, from 8 October to 
l January 1847 • — 

1846 : 8 October, 3 December, 12 December, 23 December. 

William Molloy, Baronial Superintendent. — Thirty-eight visits to the works, from 
3 September to 1 January 1847. 

3846 : 3, 18, 19, 26 September; 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, 15, 17, 29 Oc- 
tober; 3, 5, 6, 11, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 30 November ; 2, 3, 7 , 14> 
15, 10, 29, 30, 31 December. 

Messrs. Millet, Gallwey, and Molloy were the only three baronial officers ; mid 
of the time of the two former, fully two days each week were necessarily taken 

up 
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up with office work and finance, the weekly expenditure in the barony having 
reached to 1,600 1, 

Preparations were made for opening the new works in Killilagh on the 10th of 
October, and there were about 12 weeks from that to the 1st of January 1847. 

The Killilagh Relief District contains about one-fourth of the population of the 
entire barony, and consequently it would be entitled to — 



From Mr. Millet - 


- 12 visits. 


From Mr. Gallwey - 


- 12 visits. 


From Mr. W. Molloy - 


- 18 visits. 


Making in all - - 


- 42 visits. 


Whereas the number of visits actually paid were — 




By Mr. Millet - 


- 14 visits. 


By Mr. Gallwey - 


- 4 visits. 


By Mr. W. Molloy, from 10 October 


- 28 visits. 


Making in all - - 


- 46 visits. 



On some of those days, works in other districts may have also been visited ; but 
Mr. Millet informs me, that this would be more than compensated for by visits 
which he believes he paid, but cannot specify. 

It would unquestionably have been desirable to have had a larger staff, but 
that could not be commanded ; and it appears that as much time as could be 
expected was given by these local officers to the works in the relief district of 
Killilagh. 

To that district I was enabled to pay but one visit on the 7th of December 
1846, and the day turned out so severe, that I could inspect but little of the 
works, off w hich the men were driven. I had, however, frequent communications 
with the local engineers in other parts of their district, in Ennis, and by letter. 

While conducting the works in county Meath, I laid out all the new roads, and 
visited them and the hill cuttings frequently during the progress of the works. 

But had I attempted to enter into the detail of the works in any part of this 
district, I would have been obliged to neglect the more important duties of gene- 
ral management and direction. 

West Clare comprises an area of 530,000 acres, with a population of 165,000 ; 
the northern and southern points being 60 miles apart. 

Presentments under 9 & 10 Viet. c. 107, have been passed to the amount of 
half a million sterling ; the sum of 220,000 l. has been sanctioned by the Trea- 
sur} T , and 1 8o,oooJ. has been expended in four months. 

The numbers have reached to 35,000, and the expenditure to 2,000 l. daily. 

Three hundred miles of new road have been laid out and put into operation 
simultaneously with the improvement of 225 miles of existing lines. 

I availed myself of every opportunity of visiting the works, of the importance of 
w ? hich I am fully aware ; but it would have been unwise in me to rely much on 
personal inspection in a district where, within four months, nearly 500 projects 
have been undertaken. 

To provide, therefore, for the due execution of the works, I endeavoured, 
under the directions of the Commissioners, to bring together the elements of a 
large establishment ; and as far as possible I distributed through the district a 
number of overseers, w hom I knew to be experienced in the detail of work ; and 
the exertions of the local engineers, aided by those men, have in a great measure 
ensured the proper execution of the works ; the cost of which, if considered 
without reference to the relief promptly and liberally afforded when required, 
even to the weak and infirm, would unquestionably appear excessive ; but it 
will be found that, with very little exception, whatever has been done has been 
done in the right direction, and that the works •will be put out of hand in a 
creditable manner. 

I only add, that continuous employment has been maintained for those recom- 
mended, numbering, at one time, 35,000 per day ; and that the weekly expen- 
diture, for labour alone, amounting to 11,000 l., has been paid to those 35 > 000 
individuals with a regularity that has surprised me, and is fully testified by the 
absence of complaints. 

Samuel Gamble , 

West Clare, 6 March 1847. Superintending Engineer. 

180. e 2 
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— No. 10. — 

S; r Ennis, 11 December 1846. 

I have the honour to state, for the information of the Board, that Mr. Gamble 
and I attended yesterday at Ennistimon, for the purpose of investigating some 
complaints against the local officers of the Board of Works in that locality, pre- 
ferred by Major Macnamara and Mr. Cornelius O’Brien, at the extraordinary 
presentment sessions held at Ennistimon on the 4th instant. 

On the 5th instant I wrote the enclosed letter to Major Macnamara, and 
received the enclosed reply. 

On yesterday Major Macnamara refused to furnish the charges in writing, but 
read from a paper, as nearly as I could collect, the following : — 

1st. That Mr. Millet, local engineer, did not attend on the 2d of November 
last, at a certain work where 250 men were to be employed, having appointed to 
attend there for the purpose of putting them to work. _ 

2d. That he was guilty of want of courtesy in his communications with the 
relief committees and gentry of the country, especially in having issued a certain 
notice to the check clerks and gangers not to attend the relief committees without 
his orders, and in not appointing persons recommended by the landed proprietors 
to those situations, to obtain which it was insinuated bribery had been used. 

3d. That he did not, in some instances, make sections and provide implements 
before the commencement of the works. 

To afford Major Macnamara the fullest opportunity of inquiring as to the 
appointment to the situations aforesaid, a list of the stewards, gangers, and check 
clerks was furnished to him some days previous. 

With regard to the first charge, Mr. Gamble and I were of opinion that Mr. 
Millet was to blame in having made an appointment which it was not in his 
power to keep, in consequence of having on that day to examine and certify the 
returns for the previous week, and that he should have exerted himself more to 
have opened the works referred to. 

It is but fair to state, that the great pressure upon Mr. Millet at the time in 
some measure excuses him. 

With regard to the other charges, there was nothing brought forward deserving 
the attention of the Board. 

The insinuations of bribery were retracted after investigation, and not a single 
instance of misconduct on the part of the overseers, stewards, gangers, or check 
clerks was brought forward. 

In consequence, however, of the ill-feeling towards Mr. Millet, which must 
militate against the advantageous discharge of his duties, Mr. Gamble and I 
think it will be judicious to remove him to some other part of the district. 

In proceeding, subsequently, to investigate the charges contained in Mr. Wes- 
tropp’s memorial, referred to me by the Board for that purpose, “ charging the 
Liscannor Relief Committee and their chairman, Mr. C. O’Brien, m.p., with 
partiality in the discharge of their duties,” I handed the document to the chair- 
man, in order to give the accused parties an opportunity of explanation ; this 
led to a scene of tumult which I shall not attempt to describe, but during which 
the grossest insult was offered to me. 

How I am to continue to discharge my duties, under these circumstances, 
I really know not. 

Thursday next was appointed for the investigation of the charges at Liscannor. 

' I have, &c. 

J. C. Walker, Esq. (signed) Edmund Wynne , 

Secretary Board of Works. Inspecting Officer. 



REPORT from Mr. Gamble , transmitting the Papers required by Order of The 
House, and other Documents. 

T . Ennis, 6 March 1847. 

t r P ursuance tlle directions contained in your letter of the 26th February, 
ave the honour to transmit herewith the papers and returns required by the 
Urder of the House of Commons, dated 22d February 1847, viz. 

M .;fP ,es a certa ' n notice, dated the 21st day of November 1846, from Richard 
Millet, resident engineer for the barony of Corcomroe, in the county of Clare, to 
check clerks at Killilagh. J 

Of 
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Of Major Macnamara’s letter, dated the 30th day of November 1846, addressed 
to Richard Millet, and of his reply thereto. 

Of Major Macnamara’s letter to Mr. Gamble, district engineer for the county 
of Clare, dated the 30th day of November 1846, and Mr. Gamble’s reply thereto. 

Of Major Macnamara’s letter to Mr. Gamble, dated the 2d day of December 
1 846, and of his reply thereto. 

List of the stewards and check clerks employed on the several works in the 
relief district of Killilagb, the number of visits paid to the said works by the dis- 
trict and resident engineers respectively, during the progress of the said works, 
up to the 1st day of January 1847, and the date of each visit. 

I take the liberty of submitting at the same time, for the information of the 
Commissioners, copies of other documents, illustrative of the circumstances, and 
the results of the relief works in this district. 

When I took charge of this district towards the latter end of September last, 
the first meetings of the extraordinary presentment sessions were being held, at 
which and the subsequent sessions presentments accumulating to half a million 
sterling were passed. Works to the amount -of 220,000 l. have been sanctioned 
by the Treasury, and in four months 1 80,000 l. have been expended. 

Soon after my arrival the pressure for employment became most painful : the 
majority of the labouring population were in a state verging on starvation. Great 
alarm pervaded the county ; property was not considered safe ; various outrages 
were committed; and apprehensions were entertained in many places of an outbreak. 

The committee, when formed, loudly demanded immediate and general employ- 
ment ; but little else was done by them ; they collected scarcely any subscriptions, 
and did not even make sufficient exertions to prepare, in due time, the registries 
and recommendation lists required by the instructions of the Lord Lieutenant, 
preliminary to the opening of the relief works. 

The neglect of the committees was not, however, visited on the starving people, 
who, in the crisis, were put to work with the least possible delay. 

But few of the committees were anxious to carry out the views of Government. 

These bodies are well known to have possessed many members of high character 
and undoubted integrity; but with some exceptions, those gentlemen were satis- 
fied to be passive spectators of the proceedings, without exerting themselves to 
control them. 

The great object of most committees was to put as many men on the works as 
possible*, and of the men to do as little as possible, so that when the numbers had 
reached 35,000, and the daily expenditure 2,000 the cry was still “ more, more.” 

Under these circumstances Captain Wynne saw the necessity for adopting a 
bold and determined course. 

As inspecting officer, he charged the committees, in some instances, in their 
presence, with authorizing the employment of comfortable people, to the exclu- 
sion of the destitute; with neglecting to make out proper registries, and with fur- 
nishing him with erroneous information ; and sometimes allusions were made to 
the possibility of stopping the works, in case the instructions were not observed. 

The abuses, however, having arisen in the first instance, chiefly from the neg- 
lect or by the interference of the committees, were seldom corrected at their own 
instance ; on the contrary, much opposition was offered to the revision of the lists 
required, by which in two baronies upwards of 3,000 persons were struck off the 
works. 

On the other hand, whenever an outrage was committed, or a spirit of insub- 
ordination manifested, the works were at once suspended, a course that has been 
universally acknowledged to have been attended with very beneficial results. 

It was impossible for those managing the works to meet all that was required of 
them. Some parties first of all earnestly called for immediate employment for the 
people ; next crowded the works with their labourers, their tenants, and their free- 
holders ; and then denounced the Government and the Board, as on the oile hand 
insulting the country, by employing the labourers without sufficient implements 
and due preparations, and on the other hand, starving the people by withholding the 
employment so generously provided for them at sessions. 

Many who have not made the least exertions to bring food into the country, 
declaim against the policy of the Government,, as the cause of the sufferings of 

the 



• Vide Nos. 1, <2, 3, 4, 5. 10, pp. 4°> 4 1 - 44* 
I&O. e 3 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



38 

the people, which might have been greatly alleviated by well-directed exertions 
on the part of individuals or committees. It is not to be wondered at, that the 
minds of the people were unsettled by witnessing such scenes, and that they allowed 
themselves to be taught by those who had proclaimed, for months, in speeches and 
letters, that the people would spare neither life nor property if they were not fed 
by the Government. 

On the opening of the works, there was a determination amongst the people to 
do no work* and there was an undergrowl against the Board and their officers, for 
placing any limit to employment, and for introducing task-work, to which the 
men were violently opposed. 

Several notices threatening the engineers and overseers with the fate of Pierce 
Carrigg, the last victim, were sent to them f ; and outrages were committed on 
some most exposed to the violence of the people. 

Two stewards were driven from Kilmaley, by the labourers, and in presence 
of Capt. Wynne and mej, on the following morning, the deputy chairman of the 
committee hesitated not to justify the act, and to declare that no stranger would 
be allowed to remain in that parish. 

About the middle of October, in Ennistimon, shortly after the breaking up of 
a meeting of committee, the mol), in open day, proceeded to the lodgings of 
two overseers I had sent from the county Meath, and threatened them with 
death if they did not leave the place. 

The treatment offered by the Killilagh Relief Committee to MTnerbeny, the 
overseer, as detailed in liis letter immediately after the occurrence, requires no 
comment from me. He states that he was taken against his will, like a prisoner, 
through the country by two policemen, sent by the committee or the chairman 
to insist upon his attendance. No course could be more calculated to bring him 
into discredit with the people, or disqualify him from controlling them, than the 
treatment he received. 

I need scarcely mention, that in the barony of Islands, Hennessy, the over- 
seer, was fired at, and severely wounded ; and in Inchiquin, Harrington was 
dragged from his bed and brutally beaten. 

In the accompanying mandate of the 13th October, from the Rev. John 
Sheehan, p.p. §, Ennistimon, lie demanded instant employment, stating that 
** people are standing on a volcano ; there will be an outbreak if the works are 
held back any longer ; partial lists will not do ; all must be employed, at least in 
great numbers, or the consequences will be disastrous.” 

Yet when I directed Mr. Millet to prepare atrial section for a new line of road, 
which runs behind the chapel, but without encroaching on the grounds attached 
thereto, Mr. Sheehan violently protested against it as interfering with the 
devotion of his people, declared that he would oppose it by force, and latterly, 
even with his life. He addressed the congregation in chapel, saying, he would 
not allow the road to be made ; that he would withdraw from the committee ; that 
the people need not come to him for tickets, adding, that “ if the engineers had 
no religion, the people had some.” This conduct tended very much to unsettle 
the minds of tne labourers. 

At Corofin presentment sessions, Mr. C. O’Brien, m. p., used very exciting 
language, abusing the Board and their officers ; and took such a course, that the 
Board’s officers were obliged to appear as standing between the people and the 
tillage of their land. 

The effect of this course appears in the statement of Mr. Holmes, who a few 
da^ys after heard from the people of the row that had taken place between Mr. 
O’Brien and an officer of the Board, of their pleasure at the . way in which 
Mr. 0 Brien had acted, and their expectation that the officers of the Board would 
have less authority over them. 

Proceedings similar to those at Corofin followed at Ennistimon sessions on 
the 4th of December, where Major Maenamara, in a crowded court-house, 
repioached Mr. Millet with having kept 200 starving people from employment. 
Mr Millet excused himself by saying he was detained in Ennistimon by a set of 
ruffians, when Major Maenamara caused a sensation, by turning to the people 
and saying, “ Do you hear that? Whom do you call a set of ruffians ?” by charging 



* Vide Nos. 10, 11, pp. 44, 45 . + Nos. 10, 11, pp. 38, 39. 

Jisq, No. 11, p. 45. § Mr. Sheehan has renewed his agitation 
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Mr. Millet with hostile feeling and various delinquencies. It was scarcely two 
months prior to this that a vote of thanks to Mr. Millet, for his conduct in con- 
ducting the grant works, had been passed by the Ennistinron relief committee, 
with the concurrence of Major Macnamara, and nothing whatever appeared to 
justify me in recommending the Board to withdraw their confidence from Mr. 
Millet, whom I, however, subsequently removed from that barony in consequence 
of the ill feeling existing towards him. Previous to the circumstances stated, at 
the opening of the works, Mr. C. O’Brien, M. P., having taken umbrage at Mr. 
Millet’s conduct, sent him a message, that if he did not give more employment he 
would tell the people that the engineers were to blame and not the magistrates ; 
that he would not be answerable for the peace, and that it was better for him not 
to fall out with an attorney. 

The adoption of such a course, on the part of gentlemen who in that locality 
exercise complete sway over the populace, was far from prudent. The object ap- 
parently was intimidation, but it was pursued regardless of consequences, for the 
people were then greatly irritated against Mr. Millet, and had some days before 
offered him actual violence. 

At the subsequent investigation into Mr. Millet’s conduct, held at Ennistimon 
the following week, still more irritating scenes occurred, but happily the populace 
were excluded, or it is impossible to say how disastrous the consequences might 
have been. 

Under all these difficulties Captain Wynne held an onward course, and the 
destitute were beginning to learn that he wished to be their friend- 

Whatever disorganization or demoralization may have occurred on the public 
works is not fairly attributable to the operations of the Board, carried on in the 
face of the obstructions already mentioned, but to the causes before adverted to, 
to exciting speeches, and letters, which being intended to influence Government, 
had their chief effect in heating the minds of the people, to the passiveness of most 
of the gentry, arising from various causes, and to the fact of the committees recom- 
mending for relief employment, frequently to the exclusion of the destitute, many 
persons in comparatively comfortable circumstances, who have shown' themselves, 
in some instances, the most difficult to control and to get into proper subordina- 
tion on the works. 

Amid all the abuses that still exist, it is gratifying for me to be able to report 
that a visible change for the better has taken place in the state of the country ; the 
alarm in the public mind has in a great degree subsided, but few outrages on 
property are heard of, and in some instances the labourers have successfully as- 
sisted the officers of justice, a very rare occurrence in the county of Clare. There 
is, perhaps, in all this a feeling of growing respect or confidence on the part of the 
people towards the gentry of the country, and the Government. This change I 
attribute in some measure to the boldness with which Captain Wynne met 
every attempt at intimidation, to the firmness displayed in repressing outrages by 
the stoppage of the works, to the large amount of relief afforded, and also to the 
encouragement in many cases given to exertion by the introduction of task work. 
I am deeply sensible that any attempt at withdrawing from the people the' means 
of present subsistence would inevitably plunge the country into a worse state than 
in October last. 

But if the improved disposition of the people be promoted by the same means 
which gave rise to it, firmness and anxious attention to their wants, the happiest 
results may follow. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Samuel Gamble. 



J. C. Walker, Esq. 
Secretary, Board of Works. 



180. 
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No. 1. 

t r> , 13 October 1846. 

John U Brien, esq., m. p., has instructed bearer, Tim Reagan, to get the bar- 
rows and other work implements, at Kilfenora, to commence, I suppose, the 
public works. rr 

Mr. 0 Brien has sent a list of his tenants who want work, 33 in number. Their 
distresses, and necessity for employment, he says, are urgent.' Mr. O’Brien is sur- 
, tbat l )U Wic works are not already in progress. People are standing on 
T: ^n ere . W i 1 bC n an outbreak if the w °rks are held ‘back anv longer; 

ft d( V a mUSt be em P lo y ed > at least in great numbers, or the 

consequences will be disastrous. 



John Sheehan , p. p. 



To the Officers of the Public 
Works, Ennistimon. 

inshStio^ ^ ' ^ am ^ e ' ^ r ' ^ obn ^ ^ r ‘ en has altogether disclaimed giving such 



No. 2. 



My Dear Sir, ofRath * ^ 

'7 ? ain - fui d “‘y t0 in ^ orm y° u that lhe people in the\ves 0 ter n a part of the 
pansh aie staiung, this is, alas, no unnecessary alarm; there is in this no ex- 

XoThaf vmt'TTf 'r 1 SUre p il “n 1 ?°' p0>ver t0 relieve them 1 and 1 kno "’ 
/ / n^ em \/°k G ° d 8 Sake look t0 the,u i I cannot stand 
then cries foi biead. Order Mr. Petty to proceed at once with No. 76 on the 

map, new road from Corofin to Ennistimon between Powlnagalure, and ? the new 

road 
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road leading from Millhook to Maurice’s. Mills, parish of Rath. This, together 
with the roads already mentioned to you by Mr. Petty (and the necessity for 
these cannot brook delay) will for some days afford relief. 

My dear Mr. Gamble, by your compliance with this application you will do in- 
calculable good ; you will save the lives of many, which you, I am sure, consider 
not only an imperative but pleasing duty. I write this under feelings of the greatest 
alarm and anxiety. 

I remain, &c. 

Samuel Gamble, Esq. (signed) Stephen Walsh, 

kc. kc. 



No. 3. 

Moymore, Ennistimon, Parish of Kilmacrehy, 
Sir, and Kilaspuglinare, 3 November 1846. 

I assure you our condition in this district is most deplorable. It is most dis- 
tressing to see the number of able-bodied men now unemployed and in a state of 
starvation. Those on the lists are working, and disposed to be content, though 
I know several of them (in consequence of the high price of food) are obliged to 
work on one meal in the 24 hours. 

I beseech you, as a humane man and a Christian, to open other works at once ; 
or, if that be impracticable, to enlarge the number of men on the several works 
now in operation in this district to the gross amount of 150, which may be done 
in the following manner : 

To put on No. 38 an increase of - - - - 50 

Ditto - - - 58 j, - - - - 10 

Ditto - --75 „ - - - -10 

Ditto - --79 „ - - - -10 

From Carroll’s Cross to Ranah - - - - 50 

Coast Road - -- -- ---20 

I have spoken to Mr. Millet on the above subject, and he referred me to you. 

I have, &c. 

Samuel Gamble, Esq. (signed) Timothy Shannon , p. p. 



No. 4. 

Dear Sir, Kilmurry, 9 Nov. 1 846. 

The destitution and misery of my poor people is so great that I am convinced 
that there will be an outbreak ; I am therefore constrained to make another appeal 
to you ; you have promised that you would do all you could for them ; in the name 
of God, then, grant me 50 more. The people are infuriated ; if they break out 
once there will be no end to outrage ; grant this request and they will give us a 
truce. The hopes which I held out to them alone prevented them from commit- 
ting crime during the last fortnight ; do not, then, in the name of the God of 
mercy and charity, dash the cup from their lips. Be assured, if you grant this 
request, I will spare you as long as I can. 

I remain, &c. 

Samuel Gamble, Esq. (signed) E. P . Barry. 

P. S . — Be good enough to send a line in reply. 



No. 5. 

Sir, Lisdoonvarnagb, Monday, 26 October. 

Having received a note from Mr. Petty, of Corofin, this day, requesting me 
to go to that place, as by your directions, and being there on a drive yesterday, 
and having heard of the present excited state of that locality as exhibited by their 
threatening to the officers, &c., and having passed successfully through a similar 
scene some days ago here, I feel confident that, on your mature consideration ot 
my peculiar circumstances, you will not make a mark of me by exposing me to 
180. F the 
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the resentment of the populace, who, being delayed out of employment, are in a 
state of awful destitution, reckless of consequences, 

I am, &c. 

To S. Gamble, Esq. (signed) Thos. G. M e Bride. 



No. 6. 

Sir, Ennis, 5 March 1 847. 

On 3d of October I commenced making a section of a proposed new line 
between Ennistimon and Lahinch, in company with Mr. Molloy ; was greatly 
obstructed by the people, who took up stones, and were so violent that I was 
obliged to take up my instrument, as they said they would certainly break it. I was 
afraid of them, and Mr. Molloy wrote a note to the police officer to order some 
of the constabulary out, but did not send it. When the people saw that we were 
determined to proceed with the work, they allowed the trial section to be made, 
but destroyed all my bench marks. 

On the 1 8th, Sunday, I attended prayers at Ennistimon chapel. Rev. Mr. 
Sheehan, in. addressing the people from the altar, spoke in a very excited manner 
about the intended new line behind his chapel ; he desired the people not to ask 
him to intercede for them with the engineers, they would not grant him any 
request ; that the answer always was, that it was under consideration ; they did 
not care anything about him, nor he about them; also spoke to the effect that if 
the engineers had no religion his parishioners had some. I am of opinion, and 
am sure, that this address to the people was calculated to excite them very much 
against the officers of the Board of Works. 

I am, &c. 

S. Gamble, Esq. (signed) IV. B. Gallwey. 



No. 7 . 

Sir, Ennis, 5 March 1847. 

About the middle of October I went to the parish of Kilmacrehy, to make a 
section of a new line of road ; I attended the Liscannor Relief Committee the 
same day, and Mr. O’Brien spoke to me about the road I intended to make a sec- 
tion of, and where he wished it to be made. 

In making the section, I did not go where Mr. O’Brien wished, and a man of 
his (Mantle) went to him and told him so. 

I was driving in the afternoon of the same day, to lay out another work, when 
I saw a man running after me, and calling me; I thought he was my overseer, 
and told him I would be back in half an hour. I was driving a restive mare, and 
did not pull up at first, as I could not get her to start again ; however, I did stop 
to speak to the man, who had a letter from Mr. O’Brien to me, about the above- 
mentioned road. 

I could not then get my mare to start, she reared and became quite unruly ; 
1 became much annoyed, and told the man to go be damned. 

Mr. O’Brien asked the man what answer I gave to his letter, he said that I 
desired him (Mr. O’Brien) to go be damned. 

. morning afterwards Mr. O’Brien wished to see me, where the road I men- 
tioned was proposed to be made; Mr. John Macnamara and the Rev. Thomas 
shannon accompanied me. Mr. O'Brien was in his gig, and on my arrival he 
a lg ited, very much excited, and told me he understood I desired him to go be 
damned. I tried to assure him I did not, when the man who told him I said so 
interrupted me, by saying that I did, and he would not belie any gentleman ; 
alter tins 1 did not say one word ; Mr. Macnamara took Mr. O’Brien’s walking- 
stick from him ; the Rev. Mr. Shannon whispered to me not to say anything; I 
did not intend or wish to say one word either disrespectful or that would annoy 
him. He further spoke about Mr. Millet, and said that we seemed to be leagued to 
annoy him, and that if Mr. Millet was a gentleman he would have acted dif- 
ferently. I then said that Mr. Millet was a gentleman, and I was quite ignorant 

present haVmS mg ° Ufc Wlth him * There were abou t 30 or 40 people 

In 
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In a day or two afterwards I was driving to layout a new work ; my overseer 
■was with me; I observed a crowd of people, and said to him, I was afraid they 
would stop me ; he replied, they were assembled to attend the funeral of a woman 
who died suddenly ; however they did so. I could neither go one way or the 
other ; the people said they would not let me go, and that it was my fault that 
works were not put in progress. 

By the assistance of a man, named Considine, I got away with the greatest 
difficulty. 

The next time I met Mr. O’Brien he got out of his gig, shook hands with me, 
and said he was assured I never meant anything disrespectful towards him, and 
insisted on my driving with him. 

Mr. O’Brien had previously made a similar statement at the Liscannor Relief 
Committee. 

I am, &c. 

Samuel Gamble, Esq. (signed) William Blood Gallwey. 



No. 8. 

Corcomroe Relief Committee, August 1846. 
At a Meeting of the Corcomroe Relief Committee, held on the 1 4th instant, the 
Venerable Archdeacon Whitty in the Chair, the following Resolutions were 
adopted : 

Resolved, on the motion of Dr. Finucane, seconded by Thomas Lucas, Esq., 
That we cannot separate without returning our best thanks to the officers of the 
Board of Works, R. Millet, Esq., c.E.,-and William Mulloy, Esq., and that our 
chairman be requested to communicate the same to them, with an earnest soli- 
citation to the Board of Works that, in the event of work being continued or re- 
sumed, we may have the benefit of their experience, being fully acquainted with 
their abilities and gentlemanly deportment. 

(signed) Robert Wildon, Secretary. 



No. 9 . 

Sir Ennis, 26 February 1847. 

Agreeably to your request, I beg leave to state the following particulars, 
showing the manner in which 1 was treated in Corcomroe, when I did not consider 
my life!" safe. Qn the 20th October, a few days after the committee meetings in 
Ennistimon and Liscannor, when there was much excitement on the part of the 
people, who were led to suppose that the works were kept back by me. Dr. 
Finucane brought me a message from Mr. C. O’Brien, to the effect that if I 
did not get more works commenced about Liscannor, he would tell the people 
publicly, not to blame him, but the engineer, and that he would not answer for 
the peace ; he also stated that he would not be my schoolmaster ; that his house, 
as regards hospitality, was open to every person, and further, that it was better for 
me not to fall out with an attorney. 

On Sunday, the 1st November, having gone to spend the evening at Mr. John 
Macnamara’s, when about half-past nine o’clock, a letter was brought from Mr. 
Robert Keane, pay-clerk, advising Mr. Gallwey, Mr. Molloy, and me, not to 
return that night, as he had been informed that there was an armed party of 20 
men waiting at the sand hills to attack us, having heard me say that I would re- 
turn about 12 or 1 o’clock. 

On my persisting to return, the Rev. Thos. Shannon, R. c. c. who brought the 
letter, called me into the pantry, and requested of me, in the most solemn manner, 
not to return. When I was going, he advised me to turn off at Brien s Bridge, 
and go home by Ballingaddy, which I did, and reached Ennistimon in safety. 

On one occasion, in the committee of Ennistimon, in presence of Archdeacon 
Whitty and others, I was most grossly insulted by Major Macnamara, who said, 
“ That is no way for a cub of your kind to answer me, sir,” though I said nothing 
intended or calculated to give offence. . 

On another occasion, at the extraordinary presentment sessions, held in the 
court-house of Ennistimon, on the 4th December, he blamed me for not putting 
on the works in the parish of Killilagh. 

When accounting for the delay, I said that on Tuesday the 3d November, I was 
attacked bv a set of ruffians in the town, upon which he repeated the woids 
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t£ set of ruffians,” at the same time observing to the mob, “ Do you hear that ? Who 
do you call a set of ruffians, sir ? ” This observation caused me to say, Yes, I was 
attacked on that day by some persons in the town of Ennistimon. 

In consequence of this, and the treatment those employed under me received, I 
did not consider myself secure in that district, especially when I saw myself held 
up to the people as the cause of delaying the works, and this by such men as 
Major Macnamara and Mr. C. O’Brien, whom everybody is afraid of. How 
then could it be expected that works would get on vigorously, when the engineer 
is held up as standing between the labourer and employment. 

A few days before the investigation, which took place on the 10th December, 
William Holmes came to me and said, Sir, I have been informed by a man in 
Ballingaddy that an attempt is to be made on your life, if you attend the meeting 
which is to be held in the court-house. 

On my way back from the court-house, I heard some person say. Now there he 
is, with the stick. Dr. Finucane at the same time called to me, and said, “ Keep 
close to me; your life is not worth a pin.” 

Major Macnamara’s treatment of the Board’s officers on that day was anything 
but prudent; so great was the excitement, that Capt. Wynne called on the gen- 
tlemen present on the bench, if they considered such a. place fit to hold an 
investigation of the kind in. Major Macnamara answered, that it was the fittest 
place, and that he came there to stand between the people and the officers of the 
Board of Works. 

Mr. Sheehan, the parish priest of Kilmanah, also thought fit to pass some re- 
marks on me, in connexion with an intended improvement at Ennistimon, 
which he considered would interfere with his chapel. Such remarks made on 
a Sunday, in a crowded chapel, are not calculated to bring the employer and 
employed to a perfect understanding. 

Enclosed I send you Patrick MTnirney’s letter, stating the treatment which 
he received from the Killilagh Relief Committee. 

I have, &c. 

Samuel Gamble, Esq. (signed) R. Millet. 



— No. 10. — 

Sir, Corofin, 3 March 1847. 

With reference to the employment of persons in this barony at the com- 
mencement of the works in October 1846, I beg to state that I did not neglect 
your instructions on that subject, and have to inform you of the following par- 
ticulars. 

When sent here in the early part of October to resume the works, I found the 
country in a very excited state, and the demand for employment enormous, as the 
only food for the people was destroyed. The following notice, which was found 
posted on the court-house in this town on the 15th September, will show you their 
feelings at the time : 

“ Take Notice, — We the poor distressed inhabitants of Corofin give notice to 
the gentry round the country, that we are in a poor state from the want of employ- 
ment, and that unless some means is taking to do something for the poor, means 
will be taking by them to nourish themself, and keep themself from starving. — N.B. 
All men in want of employment to meet in Corofin, on Wednesday the 1 6th, 1846.” 

Immediately after the sessions I set about employing those persons who were 
actually engaged on the works in summer, but found that it gave but partial relief. 
On the committee being formed, lists were made out by the chairman, the priests, 
and other members of the committee in their respective localities, and on those 
the people were set to work, which I found very difficult to do on account 
of their antipathy to task-work, and the enormous numbers to be employed ; 
in one parish alone, Kilkeedy, it took me a fortnight, although some of them were 
actually starving. When work was not had by the people in any locality, I 
was generally threatened by them, and on one occasion by a priest, the Rev. 
Mr. Stack ; when the works were not extensively opened in the parish of 
Dysart, he came with about 50 persons to Corofin demanding employment. I 
was from home, and in my absence he wrote me a very violent letter, the com- 
mencement of which was, that the people were determined to be no longer hum- 
bugged, and proceeded in a similar strain ; he also desired them to stop opposite 

my 
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my lodgings until I came home, and to make me give them work. I was also told 
by persons not to go near their locality, unless I went to give them employment, 
which was sometimes out of my power. 

The following notice was found posted on the court-house in Corofin, on the 
15th of October, which will show you the threats held out to the overseers and to 
myself. 

“ Sir, 

“ Your acts of undoubtable tyranny towards the young men in your district in 
bringing strangers into employment which they are not capable of doing, and 
which the young men here are capable of undertaking and executing, is looked 
upon with an evil eye ; that eye which never yet failed me pulling a trigger and 
bringing down the object; now beware and take notice, and also the strange 
overseers, that my red fire-brand of vengeance is raised against them and you, 
unless compliance with this, and strangers absent yourselves in six days. 

“ Lady Clare" 

“ To Mr. John Petty, c. e.” 

I believe the fact of a large body of men going from the parishes of Inagh 
and Kilnamora to you to Ennis, demanding work, will show you the absolute 
necessity there was for employing them, and I confidently assert that if it 
had not been given, the people would have been starved, and neither your 
life or that of any officer under the Board of Works would be safe, and I 
might add, the property of the gentry and farmers. 

Lieutenant Bailie was then engaged in another part of the district. Such was 
the state of things when Captain Wynne came to the country. He and you de- 
termined on a reduction of numbers and making out of proper lists, which was 
opposed by some members of the committee, until Captain Wynne stated that 
the works should be stopped until it was done. 

In the parish of Inagh alone the numbers were reduced by 700, and in the 
whole barony by about 1,800. 

I am, & c. 

(signed) John Petty. 

To Samuel Gamble, Esq., Ennis. 



— No. 11. — 

Sir, Ennis, 5 March 1847. 

I beg leave to offer a few remarks on the state of this part of the country in 
September last, when the works were resumed. 

At that time the Board were anxious to establish task-work, to which the 
people were disposed to give the most determined opposition, for they fancied 
they had a right to be paid wages without giving any return. I heard them 
•often say that the money was given by Government to support them, and that 
the Board had no control over it. 

In carrying out the instructions of the Board, when entering on lands to lay 
out work, I had to encounter violent opposition ; and I must say I never re- 
ceived any assistance from the men claiming employment. 

1 received a threatening letter, telling me to beware of the fate of Pierce 
Carrig, lately murdered in this county ; a short time before a notice was posted 
on the bridge, near Ennis, reminding me of his end. 

I was told by a steward to avoid particular places at night ; that from what he 
heard the men say, he thought it unsafe for me to be out late, and that they had 
an unfriendly disposition to all the officers, I presume, meaning Captain Wynne 
and you. From these representations I always travelled armed. 

Mr. Hennessy, parish superintendent in Clare Abbey, returning from Ennis to 
Clare, was fired at and received a dangerous wound in the back, which would, 
perhaps, have proved fatal were it not for the thickness of his clothing : for this 
•outrage the works were suspended for a month. Such was the alarm created at 
first through the country, that stewards and check clerks were afraid to dis- 
charge their duties. 

In the parish of Kilmealy, the people, encouraged by Mr. Lynch, their parish 
priest, gave such great opposition to our stewards and check clerks, as being 
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strangers, that at one time they were ail turned off the works ; and 011 another 
occasion three stewards were assaulted, for which riot the works were suspended 
and informations lodged against the ringleaders, one of whorn was priest Lynch’s 
brother, whose bill was ignored at the assizes ; threatening notices were posted on 
the houses of overseers, desiring them to leave the parish, or have their coffins 

Pr ?amnow happy to say that the state of the country is greatly improved, and 
that the suspending of the works where outrages were being committed, was 
attended with the greatest success, and only for that, and the determination dis- 
played by Captain Wynne, the inspecting officer, it would have been still more 
difficult to conduct our works. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) John Fitzgerald, 

Engineer in Charge, Islands Barony. 

S. Gamble, Esq. Ennis. 



— No. 12. — 

gj r Ennis, 4 March 1847. 

I beg to state, that about the beginning of December 1846, I was on the 
works atBallingaddy, barony of Corcomroe, and heard amongst the men a con- 
versation about a row between Mr. O’Brien and one of the Board’s officers, at a 
recent meeting held at Corofin. I spoke to them on the subject, and from what 
occurred I understood the people were pleased at the manner in which Mr. O’Brien 
acted, and that the Board’s officers would have less influence or authority over 
them. A subsequent meeting was held at Ennistimon, after which a man, whom 
I can name, came to my room at night, and informed me that certain persons in- 
tended to assault Mr. R. Millet, civil engineer, should he go to a meeting expected 
to be held at the court-house of Ennistimon the following day; on which I ac- 
quainted Mr. Millet of the danger, and named the men whom I heard would 
assault him ; also told him how he escaped on a former occasion, owing to his 
leaving the court-house in company with the Very Rev. Archdeacon Whitty, J. p.,. 
all of which was communicated to me by the person alluded to. 

I am, &c. 

Samuel Gamble, Esq. c. e. (signed) W. Holmes. 



— No. 13.— 

Sir, Killilagh, 31 October 1846. 

I beg to state to you particulars of treatment which I have been subjected to 
on yesterday, while in the discharge of my duty, by the gentlemen who compose 
the relief com mittee of this parish . . 

While awaiting the pay clerk on the Alley Tobin road, I was accosted by a man 
(whose name I can learn) who said he was expressly sent by Major Macnamara to 
have me to go to the village of Roadford for a few moments ; that he wanted me 
officially. I refused ; firstly, on the ground that I had no order from my superior 
officer in that way ; secondly, that my absence from the works would have pre- 
cluded the possibility of the payments being made, which, under present circum- 
stances, the men stood so much in need of. 

In the meantime a policeman arrived, despatched from the same quarter, with 
a like message, observing, that I would not be delayed a moment ; accordingly 
I went, the call being so urgent, unconscious of the treatment I was about to 
receive. 

On entering the committee-room I was assailed at once, and charges preferred 
against me of which I knew nothing. 

I endeavoured to give every explanation in the most respectful manner, observ- 
ing, on being questioned by the chairman and a brother magistrate at the same 
time, that I would reply to the chairman only. I was then ordered outside doors,, 
after some queries, in the most insulting and ungracious manner, in presence ot 
a crowd assembled outside doors on the occasion. 

Such harsh and undeserved treatment pained me exceedingly, especially being 
a stranger, and fully confident that I discharged my duty since my appointment 
to that locality by you, impartially, faithfully, and conscientiously. It did not 

end 
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end here. On being ordered out, I did not delay further. I went to visit my 
works after a lapse of an hour. I was again forced off by a serjeant of police 
and one of his men, a distance of nearly half a mile, in presence of the country, 
and through the village of Roadford, like an assassin (with the exception of not 
being manacled), to stand another trial before the aforementioned tribunal. 

The indictment was then read for me, a composition signed by the members 
of committee, calling upon the Board of Works for my dismissal, 'on the grounds 
of giving offence to a member of that committee, adding a verbal reprimand for 
leaving the hall on the first occasion until such time as I got permission ; then the 
propriety of withdrawing the resolution before alluded to was suggested by the 
secretary, the Rev. Mr. Fallon, on condition that I prayed pardon for the alleged 
offence, 

I told him that if in the course of my explanation an act or word of mine had 
a disrespectful tendency I was satisfied to make every apology, but that I was 
not aware of any, whereupon the resolution was withdrawn. 

I shall mention other facts when I next go in. 

I have, &c. 

R. Millet, Esq., (signed) Patrick M'Inirney. 

Resident Engineer, Ennistimon. 



— No. 14 . — 

Office of Public Works, Ennistimon, 
My dear Sir, 5 October 1 846. 

I am directed by Mr. Gamble to inform you, that the works being about to 
commence in this barony, a list of destitute persons should be made out and for- 
warded to the inspecting officer, Lieutenant Bailie, Ennis. 

It should be made out truly according to the instructions received by the relief 
committees. A meeting should be convened, and the lists made out as soon as 
possible, as this list is now the only delay to the opening the works suspended. 

X have, &c. 

To the Secretary Relief Committee (signed) R. Millet. 

of Corcomroe. 



— No. 15 . — 

Sir, Ennis, 31 December 1846. 

In reply to your letter of the 29th instant, I think it necessary to state that 
I determined on removing Mr. Millet from Corcomroe solely in consequence 
of the ill feeling existing towards him there; but various circumstances have 
hitherto prevented me from carrying out the proposed removal, for which how- 
ever arrangements are in progress. 

I have, &c. 

Major Macnamara, (signed) Samuel Gamble. 

Doolin, Ennistimon. 



— No. 16 . — 

Sir, Ennistimon, 5 March 1847. 

Permit me to draw your attention to a letter of the Rev. Mr. Sheehan, p. p., 
Ennistimon, published in the Clare Journal, the 20th ultimo, and calculated to 
create an erroneous impression on those unacquainted with the extent of dis- 
tress and large amount of employment in this barony, and reflecting discredit 
on the character of, and evincing, I must say, an uncharitable and unchris- 
tian feeling against those who have used their best mental and bodily exertions 
to relieve the sufferings of the densely inhabited barony. 

I suppose the rev. gentleman refers particularly to the destitution and mor- 
tality of his own parishes ; he states that the latter is greater than during the 
worst days of cholera. I beg to inform the public, as a resident in the locality, 
that there has been but one verdict of death from starvation, and this of 
a man who was incapable of working from age and bodily infirmity. I 
1 80. f 4 believe 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



48 

believe that deaths from dysentery, inflammation, and colds contracted on the- 
public works, are of frequent occurrence; but I submit the picture he has drawn, 
in his zeal for suffering humanity, is too dire for Skibbereen itself, and calcu- 
lated to impede rather than forward the course of relief. The rev. gentleman, 
as a member of the relief committee, has virtually withdrawn from that body some 
months since, and gives us to understand that his whole time is occupied and his 
strength exhausted in spiritual attendance on the hundreds dying of starvation ,- 
but should he, for one week, change with any one of those officials with whose 
character he has now, as -well as heretofore, taken unwarrantable liberties, he 
-would find their place no more a sinecure than he represents his own, nor less 
important in carrying out impartially the only means of relief at present available ; 
and because caution is observed in using these means, he charitably curses cau- 
tion and political economy. The rev. gentleman, in referring to the union work- 
house, should have stated, that there is at present room for 60 or 100 destitute, 
and that those whose wretched condition he has so poetically put forward, think 
themselves not yet destitute enough to demand admission. And in his allusion 
to the amounts granted on the Labour Rate Act, he should have also stated, as 
a corollary, that a sum averaging 2,400 l. is expended weekly on relief works 
in this barony •, not, I am sorry to say, altogether to the benefit of the des- 
titute, as enough of that cursed caution lias not yet been used. 

Mr. Sheehan states, “ that the works executed under the Labour Rate Act 
last a week and then tumble down ; that the parapets, breast walls, &c. have 
already fallen, and that the roads have been destroyed.” In answer to this, I beg 
leave to say that none of the relief works in this barony have at any time failed ; 
that they are well chosen and permanently executed, more so than could be 
expected under so uncontrollable a system. Perhaps the gullet on the Lehinch 
road is one of those works to which he alludes ; this gullet is a county job, 
which gave in from the great pressure of 1 0 feet filling over it, and which I 
got rebuilt. In conclusion, I beg to remark that if the rev. gentleman took as 
much trouble to inform himself of the proceedings of the Legislature as he has to 
acquire Roman history, he need not find use of so long a communication; and 
if he had generously and charitably co-operated with the officers of the Board of 
Works, whom he has more than once designated as fit subjects for the hangman,, 
he could, no doubt, have rendered valuable assistance, instead of exciting a bad 
feeling amongst the poor, which can only tend to create in their minds disre- 
spect for himself and all classes of society. 

I am, &c. 

Samuel Gamble, Esq. Ennis. (signed) Charles A. Morris. 



IV. 



RETURN to the Order of 15 March 1847. 



COPY of a further Report and Correspondence with Captain Wynne, on th 
Subject of Relief Works in the County of Clare. 



Sir? Ennis, 4 March 1847- 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st instant,, 
requiring me, in obedience to an Order of the House of Commons, to furnish 
<f Returns of the Number of Men struck off the Lists by me in the Baronies of the 
County of Clare, which were under my charge, together with their Names and 
Places of Abode, the Reasons for striking them off, and the Names of those struck 
off* and afterwards reinstated. 3 ’ 

“A List of the several Relief Committees in the County of Clare of which I 
took charge, specifying how often I visited each, for the revision of the Lists, and 
the Dates of each Visit.” 

My 
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My correspondence with Mr. George WestroDD relative ,i l 
against the Liscannor Relief Committee by that gentllman ' ge ° Ught 

In leply, I beg to state that I herewith transmit the List of* RpWof n 
with the number and dates of my This Z 7™ lu 
required. J ’ aIst> a CC W of ‘he correspondence 

With regard to a return of the number of men struck off the lists hv tt, 

reasons for sinking them off, and the names of those struck off and »?, ' i 

reinstated ; it is, for the reasons which I shall 

anyth, i^g like accuracy ; and I must therefore respectfully trust to the indul jnce 
of the Board m not attempting to do so, for the following reasons Indul S ence 

’ ' } J ha Comm . iUe “’ Re S lstr y Bo°ks called for by the Government have not been 
K™ck ’ P 6Ve CaSeS ° Ut ° f 20 : Kilmal * Ennis ' Corofin, Clare Abbey! 

In some of these books erasures appear to have been made, in others leaves 

Mhi,rd n istHct° Ut ’ and ° De " 3 ,egiStry ’ bUt a “Py of “7 ™ P loyme,u ^ Zl 

2. The irregularities of the documents on which the labourers were emnloved 
Ta the retorn catffot d ' S ' riCt ^ “““"S ° f tbe info ™ a ^n 4ufU 

3. The confusion which prevailed in consequence of these irregularities ren- 
dering ,t impossible to ascertain the exact numbers employed at anf one time 

4. The inspecting officers not having received orders to retato mate ”s fo r 

sucli a return, even if such could have been procured. S lQr 

5- The magnitude of the task rendering it impossible, with the means at m, 
disposal, even should the requisite materials have existed. ^ 

A ^ s0 to f° rvvar d the following summary of mv proceeding in rim*, 
wlnle in charge of the west division of that county^ as inspecting office”! ° 

At the time I took charge of the district, I found a large amount of emnlov- 
ment, the exact extent of which could not be ascertained correctly, the labourers 
being employed on the following description of documents : 

ist. Lists stated to have been standing over since last summer. 

that 'of a^nlSnliber^- ^ wkk 

J±f7The°l!ZLZe h SigMt “ re ° f the Pal ' is1 ' pHeSt « enela "^ ° r 

or signature! ^ P " ntCl1 ’ F °™ S Sl ' Pp,ied by lhe Board of Works without dale 

5 th - Lists on printed forms supplied by the Board of Works with signature of 
-ome member of a committee, and in some cases that of the chairman 

from June^to 3 October*! * nd ‘ v ‘ duak mamb - ™mmittees bearing dates 

/til. Tickets bearing signature of Lieutenant Baillie, my predecessor 

* V f Jai 7 P ersons " ere on ‘he works without any authority, that I could learn, 
save that of being sent by some member of the committee. 

Few of these documents ever reached my hands, or could be procured by me, 
and very few afforded any information respecting the circumstances or positions 
ot the persons employed on them. 

Had I at this time stopped the works till such time as I should be furnished 
wi i proper lists, or till order should have been established, the consequences 
would have been most disastrous. 1 

Under these circumstances I considered it best to issue a circular to the com- 
mittees , authorizing the employment of the labourers, on lists made out by the 
committees, and signed by the chairman, duplicates of which to be sent to me for 
nie purpose of issuing tickets thereupon in compliance with the order of the 
on, j C0UI ’ Se t0 be P urs “ etl on, y till such time as it should become practi- 
caoie to adopt the more regular course, and with a view to avoid tile evil conse- 
quences inseparable from the delay that would attend the issue of tickets. 

Mr. 



t So. 



* Vide Circular (A.) 

G 
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Mr Gamble, engineer in charge, at the same time directed the assistant engi- 
ivir. wu & , - -- the varl0U s documents above mentioned, 



ate the JapTof™' lime suffidem InVoke the necessary arrangements for adopt! 

^a^ngmTdf myself acquainted with the district, I, on the 5 th of November, 
commenced visiting the relief committees, explaining to them the principles on 
which the lists should be made out to enable me to sanct.on the employment of 

^Destitute wa^Tbe the test of fitness, and the lists were to contain the names 
of such persons only as were known by a member or members of the committee to 
be in absolute want; "the circumstances which warranted this conclusion to be 
stated fully in the Board’s recommendation forms, giving all particulars required 
thereby, viz., number in family, quantity of land, if any, &c. &c. 

For this purpose I furnished each committee with blank forms of the descrip- 

t,0 I strongly^ urged the committees to endeavour to return on the lists the name 
of every person in real destitution, and to resist the demands of those who could 
live without employment on the publicworks. Understanding this to be the inten- 
tion and wish of Government, I conceived it to be my duty to cairy it out. 

In making out these lists, large numbers of persons then employed were struck 
off agreeably to my directions, by the committees, who, after much hesitation and 
strong remonstrance, consented to reduce the numbers according to the scale laid 
down bv me, averaging from one to one and a half for each family returned in 
the census of 1841, as dependent on their manual labour. 

For instance, at Corofin, at the revision of the lists on the 19th of November, 
the numbers employed in the barony of Inchiquin were reduced from 5,600 to 
4 800+, on my threatening to stop. the works if such reduction were not made. In 
this case it was found that the names of many destitute persons were omitted, 
while those in comparatively good circumstances were placed on the lists. 

To remedy this grievance, I attended the committee at Corotin with many cases 
of the above description, and found Colonel Synge had attended for the same pur- 
pose, furnished with similar lists. Several cases were proved, and numbers of 
similar ones were- put into my hands which time would, not admit of oui going 
into ; but, on my urgent representations to the committee, they undertook, to 
strike off those objected to, and substitute the names of the destitute.. On this 
occasion the Mowing resolution was passed : “ After a general scrutiny of the 
labour list, it appears that several persons are still continued on the works who 
should be removed, and more destitute persons placed in their stead.’ 

Finding, that the lists so formed were not such as I could venture to issue a 
permanent authority for employment on, I called for a second revision, and foi 
this purpose' furnished the committees with blank forms, with an additional column 
for stock, and requiring the signature of the chairrqan as a certificate of the cor- 
rectness of the information they contained, and the signature of the inspecting 
officer as authority to the engineer to employ the labourers 

On some of the lists so formed I was engaged in issuing tickets, when I received 
the Board’s circular, No.' 36, directing the inspecting officers to discontinue such 
issue, and substitute employment lists. 

As several of the relief committees neglected to send in the lists, I from time 
to lime called upon them to do so, by circular^ and otherwise, and have strong 
reason to complain of non-compliance on their part. In the case of Killilagh, 01 
which Major Macnamara was chairman, not a single communication of mine was 
replied to or acknowledged, nor has that committee ever sent me a list of any 
description. . _ 

For my own part, I must plead guilty to apparent neglect of Fisher-street Relict 
Committee, and indeed of the entire barony of Corcomroe ; but, from the oppo- 
sition I met with from Major Macnamara and Mr. C. O’Brien, and the. effect 
nroduced thereby on the subordinates and labourers, I found that my exertions in 
J that 



* Vide Form. 

t Vide Letter and Return of John Petty, esq. assistant engineer. 
Vide printed Form. 

5 Vide Circulars (E.) 11 Nov. 1846, (K.) 8 Dec. 1846. 
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that locality would be of no avail, and that I might employ my time to greater 
advantage elsewhere. 

Mr. O’Brien denounced the Government and the Board of Works as hum- 
bugging the people, and mocking them in their misery. The whole system of 
relief was pronounced by him and Major Macnamara as cruel and heartless ; they 
stated that they had taxed their properties to relieve the people, but were pre- 
vented from doing so by the Board and its officers, and publicly insulted those 
officers in the grossest manner. The consequence was, the men did nothing but 
what they pleased ; the subordinates preferred obeying the orders of the com- 
mittees rather than those of the Board’s officers ; and labourers were employed, 
checked, and paid without my sanction or knowledge. A check clerk, who 
attempted to obey the orders of the Board’s officers, was coerced to check 40 men, 
and with a pistol to his head sworn to secrecy. The works were in consequence 
suspended. Two stewards brought from the county of Meath, and trustworthy 
men, endeavoured to obey the orders of the officers, but were obliged to leave the 
country, their lives having been on several occasions seriously threatened. 

I should not have shrunk from grappling with the difficulties of Corcomroe, 
had it been in my power to devote a sufficient portion of my time to that locality. 
But in a district of vast extent and difiiculty, and with the multiplicity of the 
demands upon every moment of my time, I could have devoted but a small por- 
tion of it to any one locality without neglecting others. I also found, upon inquirv, 
that I possessed no means of controlling the committees, when determined to act 
contrary to directions*; and did not wish to subject myself to a repetition of 
insults of the grossest description, such as I have never before seen offered to a 
public officer. I might have applied for authority to stop the works in the 
barony, some of which had already been suspended ; but in the state of desti- 
tution in which the people were at that time, I could not venture upon such a 
course. 

Under these circumstances there remained but one mode by which I was 
enabled generally to control the amount of expenditure, viz. by limiting the 
numbers to be employed to a certain proportion of the destitute population, 
according to the census of 1841. 

This I was enabled to do in most parts of the barony, but in Killilagh the over- 
seers and check clerks continued to employ the men quite contrary to the esta- 
blished rules, a course which I have no hesitation in stating would not be attempted 
in any other part of the district. 

At the time of my removal, in revising in committee when time permitted, I. 
went through the lists or . books, and struck off the names of such persons as 
appeared to me ought not to be employed ; this process was performed by my 
hand only partially, for the following reasons : 1st. The greater part of the day 
was occupied in discussing the principles on which the revisions should take place, 
and the amount of employment necessary to relieve the people, together with 
much irrelevant matter. 2d. Feeling the information furnished to me by the 
books or lists to be incorrect, and well aware of the avidity with. which any 
pretext for a charge against me of injustice or cruelty would be seized on, I 
deemed it prudent, in every case where it was practicable, to oblige the commit- 
tees themselves to strike off the names from their lists or books. 3d. From the 
magnitude of the undertaking, it would have been impossible to have gone through 
one-tenth of the names, giving due consideration to each case t. 

In most of the committees the rules laid down for their guidance in their 
revisions of lists were pronounced cruel and unjust ; the poor-law valuation was 
pronounced erroneous; the census of 1841 was stated to represent fractional 
parts of the population, varying from one-half to four-fifths. In one instance the 
chairman of a committee, the Rev. Mr. Lynch, declared, that since 1841 there 
were 35 births in his parish for each death that had taken place. The cows exhi- 
bited in the stock column were pronounced unsaleable, and no better than goats ; 

each 



Vide extract from a letter of a member of a committee in the Eastern District. “ I am per- 
fectly aware ot our relative position : you are a paid officer, and must do as you are bid ; I am a free 
agent, and shall do as I like.’' 

i At Corofin, the numbers, previous to the revision, amounted to upwards of 5,000 for the barony 
of Inchiquin only. 

lbo. g 2 
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each committee claiming the possession of the worst description of stock in the 
entire county, and the greatest increase of population, fhe proportion of the 
population that it was necessary to employ to afford relief never could be agreed 
upon ; and in one instance, the Rev. Mr. Roughan declared it to be his opinion 
that unless three-fourths of the entire destitute population, men, women, and 
children, were employed, deaths from starvation must inevitably ensue. 

The discussions of these topics were often extremely stormy, and in some cases 
assumed a character in no small degree trying to the nerves and temper. 

In the case of committees, which from their remote positions, and from the 
pressure upon me I was seldom able to visit, I by letter strongly urged the neces- 
sity for revision, and for sending me the lists so revised, adding, that the men 
could not be employed after a certain day, except on lists sanctioned by the 
inspecting officer. . ...... 

From Liscannor Relief Committee I did not receive these lists tdl the 30th 
December, my first application for them having been made on the 30th of Octo- 
ber previous. , . . , . .... 

I was then obliged to return them for the signature of the chairman. Mr. Cor- 
nelius O’Brien, m.p. Upon their being sent back to me duly signed, I issued 
employment lists upon them. 

On the 6th day of January I received supplementary lists from the same com- 
mittee (Liscannor), containing 460 names. On revising these lists I found it 
necessary to strike off one half ; selecting for employment those who appeared from 
the information furnished by them to require it most. This proceeding excited 
the wrath of Mr. John Macnamara, brother to the county Member, who took 
occasion at the following sessions of Ennistimon to accuse me publicly of having 
struck off the names of the poorest persons returned to me by the committee — a 
statement totally at variance with the fact, as will appear from the lists which I 
forward herewith, as I acted on that occasion entirely on the information furnished 
by those lists. . 

In a petition to Parliament emanating from the same committee, and which lias 
appeared in the local papers, I am accused, amongst other charges equally un- 
founded, of having caused the deaths of numbers. 

The course I have invariably pursued I conceive to have been that best calcu- 
lated to produce the contrary result. I have given every opposition in my power 
to the employment of those persons who did not stand in need of relief; and I 
have never refused in a single instance to sanction the employment of any indivi- 
dual appearing, from the information furnished to me by the committees, to require 
relief, although well aware I could not depend in all cases upon the accuracy of 
that information. The committees alone, therefore, are chargeable, with the con- 
sequences of unjust distribution of relief. 

These consequences have been happily, as yet, very few in this count}' when 
compared with others where destitution has prevailed to an equal extent ; and, as 
far as I have been able to learn, have been confined to the barony of Corcomroe, 
where the committees have set themselves in opposition against the inspecting 
officer*. 

To the exemption of the district from deaths by starvation to any extent, as 
well as to the perfect tranquillity which now prevails in the western district of 
the county, and which presents a strong contrast to the state in which I found it 
on the 30th of October last, I think I may with confidence appeal as the strongest 
and most satisfactory refutation of the charges preferred against me in the petition 
aforesaid, every statement of which, as regards my conduct as a public officer, 
I pledge myself to disprove so far as such will be practicable. 

Upon a careful examination of the lists furnished by the Liscannor Relief Com- 
mittee, and signed by Mr. C. O’Brien, w. p., as chairman, I find a large number 
of persons who should never have been recommended, and who would never have 
been employed had l been aware of their real circumstances. Amongst them are 
to be found comfortable farmers and freeholders, the constituents and in some 
cases the tenants of the chairman, Mr. O’Brien. 

From Fisher-street Relief Committee, as I have already stated, I have never 
received any lists; I find, however, that very great abuses have existed there ; and 

that 



* Vide Report, Clare Journal, March 1, 
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-that large numbers of comfortable farmers and freeholders have been employed 
on the public works, more particularly in the parish of Killilagh, tenants and 
•constituents of Major Macnamara, chairman*. 

Early in my acquaintance with the relief committees of the county of Clare, 

J stated to the Board what was then my opinion, viz., that any system of relief 
administered through the medium of those bodies, constituted as they then were, 
must fail in its operationf, that it was never contemplated by the Legislature 
that a relief fund should be dispensed by persons deriving benefit therefrom, 
directly or indirectly ; for instance, stewards, gangers, and check clerks receiving 
from 6 s. to 185. per week, many of whom are members of the relief committees in 
the county of Clare. 

I reported to the Boaid that I could not place any confidence in the informa- 
tion furnished to me by the committees^, suggesting at the same time the expe- 
diency of employing officers to make an accurate return of the inhabitants of each 
parish, together with such circumstances as would fairly determine the fitness or 
unfitness of each family in the parish for employment on the public works; these 
officers to be selected from the class of Serjeants in the army, or sub-constables 
in the police ; one for each parish who could have made the necessary return in 
three weeks or a month. 

I have little doubt that had this course been adopted it would have saved a 
large expenditure of money and many lives. 

I would not be understood to implicate all the committees, or all the gentle- 
men composing those bodies in the general charges I have brought against them. 

I have received support from many ; others were anxious, I have no doubt, to 
give me assistance, but were obliged either to withdraw from committee or remain 
passive and silent members. 

I trust the Commissioners will pardon me for now alluding particularly to the 
complaint which, in my letter of the 5 th of last December, 1 made, respecting the 
conduct of the county members at the extraordinary presentment sessions at 
Ennistimon, and which is reported to have given offence to those gentlemen. 

At that time the county was violently disturbed, outrages had been perpetrated 
on several of the Board’s officers, amongst whom was Mr. Millet, assistant engineer, 
who was on that day the principal object of the charges made by one of the gentle- 
men alluded to (Major Macnamara) ; and who stood in a position at that time 
both requiring and possessing strong claims to the protection of those gentlemen. 
The people were under the impression that he (Mr. Millet) had prevented them 
from being employed or retarded their employment, and had expressed their dis- 
satisfaction strongly by threats and personal violence, and this was the oppor- 
tunity these gentlemen availed themselves of to bring forward this identical 
charge introduced by Major Macnamara into a speech in which he designated 
the audience his tenants, his friends, and his freeholders, and stated that he came 
there to protect them from the injustice and oppression of the officers of the 
Board of Works, who were wronging them. He then charged Mr. Millet with 
keeping them out of employment. Major Macnamara had on a former occasion 
grossly insulted Mr. Millet, and pointed him out to the mob as having called 
them “ruffians.” 

Mr. O’Brien had also, by the statement of Mr. Millet, endeavoured to intimi- 
date him in the discharge of his duty, and threatened to name him to the people 
as the cause of the delay, if he did not comply with his wishes in putting the men 
to work at once. 

I naturally felt extremely anxious, not only for the safety of these officers 
engaged with me under such trying circumstances, but that their exertions should 
not be crippled by intimidation; and in writing my report of the proceedings at 
the Ennistimon sessions, I felt strongly that in the then state of the country the 
course taken by the two gentlemen alluded to, in violently attacking the conduct 
of the public officers, in the presence of a large and excited mob, of such a 
description as was then assembled, and representing those officers as unjustly 
standing between the people and employment, was calculated to lead to conse- 
quences of the worst description, and likely even to endanger the lives of these 

officers. 



* Vide Return by Captain Gordon, inspecting officer, 
t Vide Letter of Captain Wynne to the Board, 
j- Ibid. 

180. G 3 
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officers, especially that of Mr. Millet, who was at the time obnoxious to the 
people, from the impression that then existed amongst them of imaginary wrong 
done them by that gentleman, and the exposed position in which his duties 
placed him. 

So strongly did I hold this opinion that on the following Thursday, in the 
same place, I felt it my duty to refuse going on with the proceedings in the pre- 
sence of a similar concourse of people, and insisted on adjourning to an adjoining 
room ; in which step I was most violently opposed by Major Macnamara and 
Mr. O’Brien, and it is the opinion of the officers of the Board then present, that 
had that meeting been held in open court the very worst consequences would 
have followed. 1 may also add, that at the next sessions held in the same court 
in presence of Mr. O’Brien then sitting on the bench as chairman, I was handed 
a starlight notice, threatening my life if I did not leave those parts. I was under 
no apprehension for my own personal safety; but I repeat, that I consider the 
conduct of Major Macnamara and Mr. O’Brien not only calculated to alarm the 
officers of the Board, but to endanger their lives, and I find that in this opinion 
many others coincide. 

I was under the impression that it was my duty to represent matters as I found 
them, and not as they ought to be; the facts I have stated I shall prove; the 
inference to be drawn I leave to the Board and the Government. 

I trust the Commissioners will see the impossibility, under the circumstances, 
of furnishing the Return required. 

I should have furnished the papers required of me before now, but had consi- 
derable difficulty in procuring them, many of my papers not having been pre 
served on my transfer from the district ; I was therefore obliged to make appli- 
cation for a portion of this correspondence and other documents required. 

In conclusion, I beg to add that I feel confident that the Commissioners will 
see the necessity of taking such steps as will afford me an opportunity of esta- 
blishing the truth of my statements before some public tribunal ; and I . beg to 
assure them that by that confidence I should receive ample justice at their hands, 
I have been alone restrained from taking measures myself to vindicate my cha- 
racter from charges which I ought not for a moment to submit to. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Edward Wynne , Inspecting Officer. 

J. C. Walker, Esq. 

Secretary Board of Works. 

N. B . — I beg leave to forward, for the satisfaction of the Commissioners, copies 
of letters which I have received from the Chairman of the Relief Committees. 

E. W. 



Letters to Captain Wynne from the Chairman of Relief Committees of the 
County C/are, referred to at foot of his Report, dated 4th March. 



Lrom Sir Lucius O'Brien , Bart., Lieutenant of the County Clare, to Captain 
Wynne. 

My dear Sir, . _ Dromoland, 10 March 1847. 

Although from my living in a different district of the county of Clare from 
that which you had in charge, I am unable to bear testimony which can be of any 
great value, this I may say, that I have every reason to believe your intentions 
were to discharge the duties of your very arduous position with the most un- 
flinching integrity, and that your zeal for the public service has been the principal 
cause of your coming into collision with some of the members of relief com- 
mittees. 

Whether you may have been always in the right it is not possible for me to say, 
nor will you expect me to pronounce ; an exact inquiry into the facts before a com- 
petent tribunal could alone determine this point. 

In such an investigation the greatest consideration should be had for the very 
great difficulties which existed in the circumstances to be dealt with. The extent 
of the calamity was not at that time fully ascertained, neither is it now. The 
amount of relief which the Government of the country proposed to apply for to 

Parliament. 
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Parliament was not determined ; the money that would be sanctioned for expen- 
diture on public works and relief funds could not be anticipated : and while it 
was your duty, as well as that of the relief committees, to keep down the extra- 
vagant waste "of money, it was no less incumbent on all parties to be careful that 
none should perish from the exercise of too great parsimony. Upon such uncer- 
tainties, differences of opinion would prevail ; and I can only repeat, that whether 
you were right, or whether others were so, your conduct was, in my opinion, 
marked by fearless integrity and a determination to discharge your duty to the 
public at all hazards ; and, for my part, l sincerely hope the inquiry which seems 
to be proceeding, will terminate to your entire satisfaction, and that the country 
will pronounce the same acquittal of every thing but the most upright and 
honourable intention, which your own feelings say that you deserve. 

Believe me, &c. 

(signed) Lucius O'Brien. 



From Colonel Vandeleur , Vice-Lieutenant of the County Clare, to 
Captain Wynne. 

My dear Sir, Ivilrush, 10 March 1847. 

I should have written at once to express my opinion of your straightforward 
conduct during the time you were inspecting officer of Clare, bad 1 thought it 
necessary. Your only object appeared to me to carry out the Labour Act for the 
benefit of the poor, and put down jobbing wherever you found it, which you cer- 
tainly did in a most fearless, determined manner ; and believe, whatever others may 
say, the really destitute in many cases were greatly indebted to your exertions. 
The task you had was a most difficult one, and as far as my observation went, I 
consider that you did your duty with great forbearance and good temper. 

Believe me, &c. 

(signed) Crofton M. Vandeleur. 



From Thomas Mahon, Esq. j. p., Chairman of Ennis Committee. 

My dear Captain Wynne, Greenlawn, Ennis, 11 March 1847. 

My name is little known, and any testimony from me, therefore, can have little 
weight; but duty forbids me to withhold my pen, or refuse the expression of my 
fullest approval of your conduct while you laboured to discharge one of the 
most onerous duties in this unfortunate country. In the wretchedly demoralized 
state of society here, whoever will uncompromisingly set his face against evil, 
must be opposed, and sinister motives imputed to him; and bad as things have 
heretofore been, the Labour Rate Act of the last year (the acme of hasty anti 
ill-digested legislation.) has sealed the moral ruin of the people, and so set them 
upon deception and scheming, that I cannot hope, for the remainder of my 
sojourn in this world, to see the slime of it removed. 1 was glad to find you 
had been removed from Clare, for I feared for your personal safety ; but for tnat 
circumstance, it would have gratified me to have the continued assistance in tins 
sad season of your unwearied and indefatigable labour to put down deception, and 
preserve, for those who need them, the employment and wages intended them. 

Believe me, & c. 

(signed) Thomas Mahon. 



From the Very Reverend Archdeacon Whitty , j. r., Chairman of Ennislimon 
Relief Committee, to Captain Wynne. 

My dear Sir, Ennistimon, 10 March 1847. 

I have no hesitation ' in giving my decided opinion that under most trying 
circumstances, you never appeared to forget the situation in which you stood, 
and in which your best endeavours were exerted to do your duty fearlessly and 
uprightly. . . 

I "had only in Corofin and Ennistimon any opportunity of witnessing your 
•conduct in the relief committees, and at presenting sessions. _ 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) ‘ J- Whitty. 
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From E. W. Burton , Esq. j. p., to Captain Wynne. 

My dear Sir, Clifden, 9 March 1847. 

I feel great pleasure in saying that your conduct as inspecting officer of this 
district was both gentlemanlike, straightforward, and kind in the extreme, under 
trying circumstances, one of which I cannot easily forget, as I and a brother ma- 
gistrate left the room rather than be a party to what we considered a most unjus- 
tifiable attack on you. I must further say, that had it not been for your firmness 
in making an example when outrages were committed in this hitherto peaceable 
portion of the country, it would now be in a state of perfect insubordination. 

Believe me, &e. 

(signed) E. JV. Burton. 



From Lieutenant Franklin, H. r., 19th Regiment, to Captain Wynne. 

Sir ’ Ennis, r 1 March 1 847. 

I feel much pleasure in bearing testimony to the manly and straightforward 
manner in which you performed the duties required of yon whilst stationed here as 
inspecting officer under the Board of Works, having to contend with circumstances 
ot no ordinary nature, requiring the combined strength of mind, body, and nerve 
which you showed 111 the many unpleasant scenes you were obliged to take part 
where I do not hesitate to say that you were not only exposed to the furv of excited 
mobs, but also, in my opinion, to assassination, the means so frequentlv resorted to 
ill this unhappy country by the lower orders to avenge real or imaginary Griev- 
ances I often thought of the risk you were obliged to run in the execution of 
your duty, at the time when firing at, assaults, threats, &e. were of very common 
occurrence, on different persons employed by the Board of Works in the county • 
but must say I never heard you express the least fear for your personal safety,’ 
akhough evincing the greatest anxiety for the safety of the engineers and several 
officers employed in your district. I certainly considered you what is termed in 
Ireland a marked man ; ” and, if I mistake not, I heard of a bet having been 
made that you would be shot before you left the country, which proves I was not 
singular in my opinion. 

In conclusion, allow me lo say, that I consider the orderly conduct of the 
labourers towards their superiors now, is in a great manner attributable to the 
firmness with wn.ch you carried out the judicious plan of stopping works on which, 
outrages were committed. 

I have. &c. 

(signed) R. Franklin. 



From Marcus Keane, Esq. j. p., Chairman of Kilmealy Relief Committee, to 
Captain Wynne. 

daar S ‘ r ’ , . Beecil Park, Ennis, 10 March 1847. 

Not having had an opportunity of see.ng you before you left, I cannot avoid 
expressing the regret which I and many of your friends fill on hearing of your 
transfer, as, with the exception of one expression in a letter of yours to Colonel 
llmd , Cl C ° nduCt , at th f. Kdmealy, the Kilkee, and other committees at which 
I had the pleasure of meeting you, and observing the principles which influenced 
your actions, was marked with straightforward justice and benevolence; and to 

ftave S'kl an , d . co -°P erati ° n while attending the Committee of which I 

uve the honour to be chairman, we feel indebted for the fact that numbers have 
been preserved from perishing by famine. ers nar e 

Happy as I and many others of our committee must feel at vour promotion to 
a situation more advantageous to yourself, we at the same time sincerelv regret 

ind 1 UEJztstxz- of depriving us ° f *• * - -s 

With best wishes for your welfare, and hopes that we may meet again, 

1 remain, & c. 

(signed) Marcus Keane. 
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From Lieutenant Swinburne , Inspecting Officer Eastern Division of County 
Clare, to Captain Wynne. 

My dear Wynne, . Dublin, 1 6 February 1847. 

I have read your report in the blue book of the proceedings at the Ennistimoti 
Presentment Sessions, held on the 4th of December 1846, and have no hesitation 
in stating that, from what I heard from gentlemen who were present on the occa- 
sion, and from my knowledge of the state of Clare at the time, you were perfectly 
warranted in the language made use of in that report ; and such was my opinion 
when you read the report to Captain O’Brien and myself, previous to forwarding 
it to the Board. 

I have also heard the opinion of several county Clare gentlemen, who quite 
agree with me. 

Believe me, &c. 

(signed) J. D. Swinburne. 



From Captain O’Brien, Inspecting Officer in the Eastern Division of County Clare, 
to Captain Wynne. 

My dear Wynne, Limerick, 27 February 1847. 

Having seen, in the newspapers, observations reflecting on your conduct as 
inspecting officer in Clare, I feel bound to state my opinion on those points 
which relate to it, of which 1 had an opportunity of judging when we were toge- 
ther in Ennis, during last November and December. 

I do not hesitate to declare my belief, considering the state of the country at 
that time, that the language which was stated to have been used at the present- 
ment sessions at Corofin and Ennistimon, and subsequently at the relief com- 
mittee at the latter place, was calculated seriously to affect your personal safety, 
and that of the other officers of the Board of Works who were doing their duty 
honestly. 

I can bear witness to the unremitting zeal and honesty of purpose by which 
you were actuated, in the performance of duties of no small difficulty, during the 
period it was my good fortune to associate with you last winter. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) H. II. D. O'Brien, Capt. it. a. 



From Samuel Gamble , Esq. to Captain Wynne. 

My Dear Sir, Ennis, 10 March 1847. 

It is needless for me to state that I fully concur in the opiniou expressed in the 
accompanying letter from the engineers in charge of several baronies in my 
district. I know your character does not stand in need of their vindication, or 
mine ; but having had the advantage of travelling in company with you through- 
out West Clare, in the discharge of your respective duties, and of witnessing the 
proceedings at the relief committees, it is gratifying to me to have an oppor- 
tunity of expressing my entire approval of the admirable course pursued by you, 
and of staling from personal knowledge that the allegations in the Liscannor peti- 
tion are altogether unfounded. Coming even from that quarter, I am astonished 
at the hardihood with which statements so contrary to simple facts are made, with 
the evident hope that some credence would be given to charges advanced so con- 
fidently, and that an impression would be created against you, before waiting for 
a reply. T know your independence too well to suppose that you would hold for 
a moment any situation rendered insecure by such attacks ; but you, and all of 
the Board’s officers, cannot but feel gratified and stimulated to further exertion 
by the warm and spirited defence of your conduct by the Government, and their 
determination to have justice done to your character. 

Few can be aware of the difficulties you had to contend with in providing 
promptly for the relief of the destitute, and at the same time endeavouring to 
counteract the selfish and interested plans of committees, who were swayed for the 
most part by interest or by fear. 

In compliance with urgent representations of the immediate danger of starvation, 
and outbreak, the labourers were at first employed without the proper lists, being 
furnished to you. When some of the committees delayed to make out lists, in 
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order to prolong the employment of many not destitute, who would have been 
rejected by you, and when others furnished erroneous or defective lists with the 
same object, it would have been easy to have stopped the works ; but you wisely 
hesitated to visit the sins of the committees on the famishing people, by adopting 
a course which might have proved fatal to many. 

Under these circumstances little was to be gained by persuasion ; it was neces- 
sary to take a bold and determined course, and unsparingly to expose the existing 
abuses, and inspire the committees, if possible, with the fear of exposure. 

To your firmness in dealing with the committees, and the good feeling evinced 
toward the people in acting on the principle that no one should be allowed to 
starve, I consider that West Clare is indebted on the one hand for the removal 
of many abuses, and the reduction of the numbers even within the present limits ; 
and on the other hand, for the preservation of the population of one of the most 
destitute districts of Ireland from those frightful scenes of death witnessed in 
other localities. 

1 have a delicacy in speaking of personal exertion ; but not only was a readiness 
evinced to meet the wants of the destitute, but I know that your exertions were 
seldom discontinued until two o’clock in the morning, and that the sole object 
thought or spoken of was the welfare of West Clare. 

Though acting on these principles, you are accused by the Liscannor Relief 
Committee of cruelty and injustice, charges which can be clearly shown to be 
justly attributed, not to you, but to many of the committees, and not least to the 
Liscannor Committee. For instance, in their petition against you, they state that 
many persons have perished of want, and yet those persons had been omitted by 
them from the first lists furnished and vouched by Mr. C. O’Brien, m.p., and 
which list at the same time contained the names of most of the freeholders of 
the district, a great part of them being the tenants and constituents of Major 
Macnamara and Mr. C. O’Brien, as will appear from comparison of the labour 
lists, list of freeholders, and poor-law valuations sent herewith ; when Mr. C. 
O’Brien, without any provocation, at Corofin, denounced the Government, the 
Board, and the officers for employing the people on useless works instead of in 
the tillage of the land. 

When at Ennistimon Major Macnamara held up the Board’s officers as injur- 
ing the people and insulting the gentry, and Mr. C. O’Brien proclaimed before 
his mob, that in consequence of your conduct, he had been obliged to ask you if 
you intended to insult him ; when Major Macnamara addressed you, saying, 
“ Who are you ?” and “What are you?” when, subsequently, Mr. C. O’Brien 
accused the Board’s officers of forming a conspiracy against him ; when he alone 
called upon Archdeacon Whitty to put you under arrest for violence all his own ; 
when his creatures demanded that you should be turned out of the committee' 
room ; when the Rev. Mr. Hanrahan rushed up to you, shaking his fist in 
your face, and shouting, “ Kick him out under these trying circumstances, your 
perfect composure and self-possession was your best and only protection. At 
that period the lives of the Board’s officers were evidently in peril. We always 
travelled armed. You frequently spoke of your certain expectation that “ some of 
the Board’s officers would bite the dust within a fortnight,” and we often specu- 
lated as to who would probably be the victim; whether Millet, or Ritley, or Fitz- 
gerald, or you or I. And we made a treaty, often mentioned to others, that if 
you or I were murdered, the survivor would stop the works until the commands 
of the Board were made known. 

And if happily no murder has been yet committed, I do not attribute our escape 
to the prudence or precaution of those gentlemen who, at first from motives of in- 
timidation, and then from resentment, held up the Board’s officers before the 
excited people as doing them injustice and standing between them and general em- 
ployment, as well on the public works as in the tillage of their gardens, but to 
the firmness with which intimidation was met, and to the effectual method of 
repressing outrage by stopping the works where violence occurred. 

Had the committees acted on different principles; had they exerted themselves 
to assist instead of to embarrass you ; had they listened to your prophetic warning 
that they were committing suicide by creating an expenditure which no exchequer 
could stand, a large amount of expenditure would have been saved, and there 
would be now no necessity for striking off a large proportion of the labourers, for 
the consequences of which, be they what they may, the committees are re- 
sponsible. , 
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It must be most gratifying to you that though censured by some your conduct 
has met tho cordial approbation of the leading gentry, and I feel convinced 
that all, with one or two exceptions, will yet acknowledge that you were the best 
friend ofWest Clare, especially if the coming investigation be in any way instru- 
mental in breaking down the system of intimidation -which has prevailed in 
Corcomroe, and is truly described in Mr. Weatropp's letter. 

Now that the numbers employed, and the wages, are about to be reduced, I 
entertain serious apprehensions that the course pursued towards the Board’s- 
officers may yet be attended with disastrous consequences. 

I am, &c. 

f signed) Samuel Gamble. 



Copy of Circulars and Official Letters by Captain Wynne, Inspecting Officer 
Western Division County of Clare, referred to ih his Report, dated 4 March 

1847. “ 



Captain Wynne s Correspondence with the several Relief Committees, &c. Western Clare. 



LETTER. 


DATE. 


SUBJECT. 


(A.) 


31st Oct. 1846 


- - To the several relief committees, relative to the employment of the 
destitute-poor.- — - 


(B.) 


1st Nov. 1846 


- - To the several relief committees relative to the irregularity in the 
payment of the labourers. 


(C.) 


Nov. 1846 


- - To the several relief committees, relative to attendance at “com- 
mittee meetings.” 


(D.) 


6th Nov. 1 846 


- - To the chairmen of the several committees relative to the number of 
persons consistent with the engineer’s power to place on the work. 


(E.) 


11th Nov. 1846 


--'Jo the chairmen of the several relief committees, relative to the 
“issue of- tickets on lists.” 


m 


nth Nov. 1846 


- - To the secretaries of the several relief committees, relative to registry 
books. 


(G.) 


23d Nov. 1846 


- - To the chairmen of the several relief committees, relative to the 
revision of lists and employment of the destitute. 


(H.) 


23d Nov. 1846 


- - To the secretaries of the several relief committees, relative to the 
issue of printed forms for the return of persons to be employed. 


(K.) 


8 th Dec. 1846 


- - To the secretaries of the several relief committees, relative to 
revised lists and authority of employment tickets. 


(L.) 


21st Dec. 1846 


- - To the local engineers, relative to the abolition of work tickets, and 
substitution of employment lists. 


(M.) 


1st Jan. 1847 


- - To the secretary of the Liscannor Relief Committee, relative to the 
return of lists to the committee for the necessary information. 


(N\) 


17th Jan. 1847 


- - To the Rev. Charles Fitzgerald, relative to the return of recom- 
mendation lists to the Clondegad Relief Committee, for the necessary 
information. 


(°0 


28th Jan. 1847 


- - A list of persons suspected of not being proper objects for relief 
work, and sent by Captain Wynne to Robert Weldon, Esq., secretary 
Ennistimon Relief Committee. 


- (P.) 


27th Jan. 1847 


- - To the secretary of the Clondegad Relief Committee, relative to 
persons disqualified (by a sufficiency of means) to be employed on. 
relief works. 



(A.) 



Relative to the Employment of the Destitute Poor. 

Sir, Ennis, 31 October 1847. 

I beg to transmit herewith, for the use of the committee, a supply of printed 
forms for the purpose of making lists of destitute persons to be employed on public 
works. 

In order to prevent delay, whenever it will riot be in my power to attend the 
committee, I earnestly request the committee will send to me as early as possible 
a list of such number of men as shall be required by the local engineers for each 
work about to be commenced, to enable me to supply the requisite number of 
tickets, which will be the engineer’s authority for taking the men on the works. 

In cases where the necessity for immediate employment is urgent, it is requested 
that the local engineers may be at once furnished with duplicates of the lists sent 
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to me, and they will then be authorized to employ the men on those lists without 
waiting for the issue of the tickets. 

In all such cases, however, tickets will be subsequently issued by me in com- 
pliance with my instructions ; and after a certain period the engineers will not be 
authorized to employ men who do not possess them. 

(signed) E. Wynne , 

To the Secretary of the, &c. Inspecting Officer. 

Relief Committee. 



(B.) 



Relative to the Irregularity and Want of Punctuality in Payment of the 
Labourers. 

Si r Ennis, 1 Nov. 1846. 

I have the honour to request, that should any complaints of irregularity or 
want of punctuality in the paying of the labourers employed on the public works 
come within the knowledge of your committee, you will have the goodness to 
communicate them to me, when immediate inquiries shall be instituted into the 
cause. 

(signed) E. Wynne, 

To the Secretary of the, &c. Inspecting Officer. _ 

Relief Committee. 



(C.) 

Relative to Attendance at Committee Meetings. 

Sir, Ennis, November 1846. 

Have the kindness to inform the relief committee that in all cases where it 
shall be found possible, I am anxious to be present at its meeting, and shall thank 
you to give notice of such meeting to me, particularly when the committee may 
wish for my services. 

(signed) E. Wynne, 

To the Secretary of the, &c. Inspecting Officer. 

Relief Committee. 



(D.) 

Relative to the Number of Persons consistent with the Engineer’s Power to 
place on the Work. 

Sir, Ennis, 6 November 1846. 

As great inconvenience, and in some cases serious breaches of the peace, have 
arisen in consequence of relief committees plaqjng a greater number of names on 
the list than the local engineer is enabled to put on the work, it would be ex- 
tremely desirable that in future your lists should be limited to the numbers that 
that officer shall state his ability to employ, and that your signature should in 
every case be affixed thereto. 

(signed) E. Wynne, 

To the Chairman of the, &c. Inspecting Officer. 

Relief Committee. 



(E.) 



Relative to the Issue of Tickets on Lists. 



Sir, Ennis, 1 1 November 1 846. 

I beg leave to suggest that as there appears no necessity for any longer acting 
upon my circular of the 31st ultimo, all future lists or revised lists must be for- 
warded lo me, in order that I may issue the necessary tickets thereon. 

(signed) E. Wynne, 

To the Chairman of the, &c. Inspecting Officer. 

Relief Committee. 
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(F.) 

Relative to Registry Books. 

Sir, Ennis, 11 November 1846. 

r It will be necessary to keep your registry book in such a form as will enable 
you to transmit it, at any time, to the Lord Lieutenant, at the shortest notice. 

(signed) E. Wynne , 

To the Secretary of the, &c. Inspecting Officer. 

Relief Committee. 



(«•) 

Relative to the Revision of Lists, and Employment of the Destitute. 

Sir, Ennis, 23 November 1846. 

T beg leave to call the attention of your committee to the necessity that exists 
for the immediate and effectual revision of recommendation lists, with a view to 
removing therefrom the names of persons not in present need, and thereby enabling 
your committee to extend relief to such of the really destitute as have hitherto 
been overlooked. 

It is most desirable that the proceedings of relief committees should be directed 
with such regard to economy, as would preclude the necessity of withholding 
relief from any individual in undoubted destitution. 

With this view, l would recommend that in no case a greater number be recom- 
mended from any one family than two, and not more than one unless the family 
exceed six, and are wholly dependent on labour for their subsistence. 

To the Chairman of the, &c. (signed) E. Wynne, 

Relief Committee. Inspecting Officer. 



(H.) 



Relative to the Issue of Printed Forms for the Return of Persons to be 
Employed . 

Sir, Ennis, 23 November 1846. 

I enclose printed forms, to be filled according as the lists are revised, and shall 
feel obliged by your letting me have them with as little delay as possible, as the 
engineers have directions to put no men to work after a certain date but such as 
shall be furnished with tickets. 

(signed) E. Wynne, 

To the Secretary of, &c. Inspecting Officer. 

Relief Committee. 



(K-) 

Relative to Revised Lists, and Authority of Employment Tickets. 

Sir, Ennis, 8 December 1846. 

Be so good as to impress upon the committee the necessity of sending in the 
revised lists with the least possible delay, and at furthest on or before the 15th 
instant, to enable me to issue tickets thereon, as after 1st of January no man will 
be employed who does not produce a ticket. 

(signed) E. Wynne, 

To the Secretary of the, &c. Inspecting Officer. 

Relief Committee. 
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(L.) 

Relative to the Abolition of Work Tickets, and the Substitution of Employ- 
ment Lists. 

Sir, Ennis, 21 Dec. 1846. 

As work tickets are in future to be discontinued, I send you the employment 
lists for the barony of, &c. on which alone the people will be employed on and 
after Monday next. 

(signed). E. Wynne , 

To Local Engineer, &c. &c. Inspecting Officer. 



(M.) 

Relative to the return of Lists to the Committee for the necessary 
Information. 

Sir, . ^ Ennis, 1 January 1847. 

I am directed by Captain Wynne to return the lists for the signature of the 
chairman, as in their present form they are not sufficient authority for the issue of 
employment lists, upon which alone the men will be employed in future on the 
public works. 

I am further directed to state, that all persons not on these lists will be forth- 
with disemployed. 

I am, &c. 

To the Secretary of the (signed) John Pratt. 

Liscannor Relief Committee. 



(N.) 

Relative to the return of Recommendation Lists to the Committee for the 
necessary Information. 

t ~ . __ Ennis, 17 January 1847. 

. . directed b y Captain Wynne to return the recommendation lists received 
this day from Clondegad Relief Committee, with a view of having them filled with 
the necessary information required in the forms, upon which alone Captain Wynne 
will m future issue employment lists. 

I am, &c. 

T D . _ , (signed) John Pratt . 

To Rev. Charles Fitzgerald, 

Chairman of the Clondegad Relief Committee. 



( 0 .) 



List of Persons suspected of not being proper Objects for Relief Work. 

gj r Office of Public Works, Ennis, 

t * , 24 January 1 847. 

y t U “ h8t ° f 10 ° p ™ ( recomm ended by your committee 

im the nneHe?i» 1 are u° W 0Imt l ted ln the “’Payment lists this day issued, 
till the queries attached to each name be answered. 



To Robert Weldon, Esq. 

Sec^ to the Ennistimon Relief Committee. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) John Pratt. 
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(P.) 

Relative to Persons disqualified (by a Sufficiency of Means) to be employed on 
Relief Work. 

Office of Public Works, Ennis, 

Sir, 27 January 1847. 

I am directed to request you will call the attention of your committee to the 
accompanying list of eleven persons recommended by them to relief work, as 
they are not fit objects for such (provided the information attached to each name 
be correct), and consequently must be forthwith disemployed, unless immediate 
information be given to the contrary. 

I am, &c. 

To the Secretary of the (signed) John Pratt . 

Clondegad Relief Committee. 



•COPY of Captain Gordon’s, Report on Proceedings at Corcomroe (Clare), and 
Correspondence with the Ennistimon Relief Committee ; with Specimens of 
Relief Labour Tickets, and Lists for Employment. 



(A.) 

Report upon Proceedings in West Clare , Barony of Corcomroe. 

Sir, Ennis, 28 February 1847. 

About the end of January, I found that an additional list of some 800 names 
had been sent in by the Ennistimon Committee, without there being any lists of 
the persons already at work ; I accordingly sent the letter (No. 1) to the chairman 
of the committee, and, after a lapse of some time, I again called upon the com- 
mittee, through the secretary (No. 8), for a list of those upon the works, finding 
that many very destitute persons had been neglected, their places being occupied 
by those whom the Government never intended should have received relief under 
the Act. 

Captain Fishbourne and myself attended a meeting of the committee at Ennis- 
timon on the 8th, and (as I duly reported to the Board) took down names our- 
selves, and ordered the check clerks to give every assistance to the committee. 
I received the additional recommendations on the afternoon of the 1 8th (without 
the lists I had before called for). On Monday, the 22d, I proceeded to Ennis- 
timon, and found that the check clerks had very properly sent in lists of persons 
on each of their works, stating, as far as they knew, the circumstances of each ; 
and from this information I was enabled to take off 244 names, and make room 
for the destitute. The men have been struck off, and without any difficulty, 
although there were complaints, and which may have caused the re-employment 
of some 1 6 persons. In some of these I found the check clerks had taken off the 
poor men and left on those who were well off, where the same names occurred on 
the work. This has been taken notice of. 

On Thursday last I again visited Ennistimon, and found that even on the addi- 
tional lists many wretched objects had been omitted. Captain Fishbourne and 
myself took down a few names, and made these persons name others, more com- 
fortable. This was repeated again on Friday evening, but the people crowded in 
so much, that we could not go on for fear of imposition. _ We placed some eight 
persons, very destitute, upon the works, and obtained information to cause the 
dismissal, until further inquiry, of the cases named in Enclosure No. 2 ; and I 
think that now this system may be gone on with, and improper persons removed. 
An accurate census has been taken for Clooney, and many destitute persons will 
take the place of the more comfortable. 

On the 31st January, I wrote two letters (extract enclosed), Nos. 3 and 4, to 
the chairman and secretary of the Fisher-street Committee, as also No. ,5, to 
Mr. Norris, on the 6th February. The Board may therefore judge of my surprise 
when, on visiting Ennistimon on Thursday last, 1 found that some hundreds ot 

180. h 4 women 
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women had been placed upon the works in Killilagh, by tickets signed by three 
members of the committee, viz. : Mr. Francis Macnamara, j. p., of Arran View, 
Rev. M. Conolly, and by another member, who only put his initials. 

These I understand were only a portion of the tickets. I quite exonerate 
Mr. Morris, the engineer, from all blame, since he had given the order, and was 
as much surprised and annoyed as I was. On the nth February, seeing the 
difficulty in obtaining the lists from the parish of Killilagh, I wrote the letter 
(No. 6) to Mr. Morris, and which the check clerks delayed complying with. 

On Friday morning I attended the Liscannor Committee, and found, although 
the lists had been revised by me yesterday, very improper persons remained upon 
the works, and among others, a man of the name of Andrew Considine (a relative 
of one of the committee), who lives close to the committee-room (about 300- 
paces). This man has only himself and son to support, and had, with himself, his 
ass employed. He had sold 14 barrels of barley since he had been on the relief 
works, has plenty left to support himself, and is a comfortable man. 

At the same time numbers of starving objects have been omitted, never having 
been returned, whilst the richer classes had not been forgotten, and I enclose a 
paper containing the names of a few of them (No. 7.) 

A census is being made out, and I am sure that the Rev. J. Shannon, p. p. 
is doing all he can to arrange matters and get the destitute to work. 

On reaching the first work in Killilagh, I found large crowds of women in two 
different quarries breaking stones, upon the tickets before alluded to, and having 
obtained one of the check clerk’s books as a guarantee of having the names of the 
parties at work, I made him promise the lists of liis road by the evening, and 
ordered all the check clerks into Ennistimon. I found that the tickets had been 
forced upon them, and I explained that I would only be induced to look over 
their offence according to the way in which their lists were made out, and I have 
now obtained them so perfect, that I intend going to Fisher-street in order to 
revise them, since I find in many cases six and even seven employed out of the 
same family. I ordered all persons placed upon , the works since the 13th Feb- 
ruary to be dismissed. I am quite certain all this has occurred without the know- 
ledge of Captain Macnamara, of Doolen, who has been most anxious to give me 
all the assistance in his power. 

I have ordered four of the check clerks in Killilagh to be removed to another 
locality. 

I have, &c. 

J. C. Walker, Esq. (signed) Hu. Gordon, 

&c. &c. &c. . Captain 59th Regt. 



Ennis, 2 March. — Since writing the enclosed I have been to Ennistimon, and 
was on my way to Fisher-street, but found that circumstances had occurred to 
prevent the meeting of the committee. I met the secretary at Lisdomvarna, and 
explained to him my intention of reducing the numbers employed at Killilagh, 
and of acting upon the lists I procured from the check clerks. Accordingly I 
struck off upwards of 800 persons owning land, stock, and some valued over 10/. 
by the Poor-law valuation, none of whom should ever have been employed. 

This day I attended the Ennistimon Committee, and it was agreed that a 
census for Kilmanaheeu should be taken without delay, and I have received much 
assistance from Archdeacon Whitty and Dr. Shannon. I have also acted upon 
the census for Clooney, and have taken off 194 persons holding land and cattle, 
and placed on 164 destitute instead. 

On Monday new lists were called in Burren forOghtinama and Abbey, revised 
in Ennis from the committee lists, and some 600 persons turned off the works. 

The Board may have some idea of the members of the Lisdoonvarna Com- 
mittee when three of them, viz., Connor Q’Loughlin, Luke Macnamara, and 
Denis Nevill, are employed as gangers at 6,?. per week, and another member is 
a check clerk. 

In one townland in Liscannor, Killuspugtinane, Anthony Deale, who has money, 
cows, six sheep, and land, had two at work, and also a mule; Denis Gallagher, 
alluded to in Return No. 7, was also at work. 

(signed) Hu. Gordon , 

Captain 59th Regt. 
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(No. 1.) 

Sir, _ Ennis, 31 January 1847. 

I regret my inability to return any more men for employment in the parishes of 
Kilmanaheen and Clooney until I receive the lists of those at work, as the list 
lately received only contains, I imagine, additional names. 



(signed) 

The Chairman of the Committee, 

Ennistimon. 



(True copy.) 

(signed) 



Hu. Gordon, 

Captain 59th Regt. 



Hu. Gordon , Captain. 



(No. 2.) 

Mary Lysaght, Biddy Lysaght, Margaret Lysaght, Paddy Lysaght Of Bog- 
berry, of one family. Father has land, seven acres ; two cows and some corn. 

John Meade, Richard Meade, Tom Meade: — All employed, out of a family of 
four, one as check clerk, and the ass is guided by Tom. 

Pat Quealy, wife and child : — Three in family, all employed, of Cullura Cross. 
John M e Carthy, wife and four children : — All employed, six in family. 

And many others of a similar nature. 

(signed) Hu. Gordon, 

Captain 59th. 



(No. 3.) 

Sir, Ennis, 30 January 1847. 

I have to call your particular attention to the circumstance of my not being 
furnished with any relief lists from the parishes of Kilshunny and Killilagh. 

I enclose some printed forms, which I would feel obliged by your filling in, 
arranging the townlands separately, and inserting age, number in family, and 
stock. 

I will readily give the committee every assistance to employ all the actually 
destitute, but I am unable to do so from the absence of the necessary lists. 

I am, &c. 

Chairman of the (signed) Hu. Gordon, 

Fisher-street Relief Committee. Captain 59th. 



■ (Extract) (No. 4.) 

Sir, Ennis, 31 January 1847. 

I beg to return the enclosed list, since no more persons can be employed 
until I receive the lists of those at work, and about which I have written to the 
chairman this morning, &c. 

(signed) Hu. Gordon, 

Rev. M. Conolly, r. c. c. Captain 59th. 

Secretary Relief Committee, Fisher-street. 



(No. 5.) 

Sir, Ennis, 6 February 1847. 

I have to request you will not allow any men to be placed upon the relief 
works in your district until you receive the lists from me. 

I have written to the committee, to say I cannot allow the last list to be acted 
upon until I receive the names of those already employed. 

(signed) Hu. Gordon, 

C. Morris, Esq. c. e. Ennistimon. Captain 59th Regt. 

180. I 
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(No. 6.) 

Sir, Ballyvaughan, n February 1847. 

Since I find I may not get in for a considerable time the lists of destitute 
from the parish of Killilagh, and as they have far more than their proportion 
at work, I would wish that you send for all the check clerks in that parish, and 
tell them I expect they will at once furnish lists of every person employed on 
their respective works, stating townland, age, number in family, and according 
to further information, such as classifying the families together, returning to me 
acreage, cattle, or any memoranda. I will consider the efficiency of each check 
clerk by his return, and recommend the increase of salary or otherwise. 

By getting this done at once, and sending me the lists, you will greatly oblige 

me ' &c - (signed) Hu. Gordon, 

C. Morris, Esq. c. e. Ennistimon. Captain 59th. 



(No. 70 



NAME. 


Townland. 


Acres 

returned. 


Acres 
they have. 


Valuation. 


Widow Reidy - 


Caslenduff 


5 


26 


£. s. d. 
10 10 - 


Michael Henly ... 


. 


9 


17 


it 18 - 


Rich rd Lenane 


Derry - 


7 


7 


10 10 - 


John Lenane - 


8 


8 


10 10 - 


James Lenane - 


. 


3 


8 


10 10 - 


Martin Naylor - 


_ 


8 


12 


17 19 ~ 


Pat Fitzpatrick - 


Killaspugtinane 


10 


16 


15 - - 


Denis Gallaher ... 


- 




2 6 




Denis Vaughan - 


_ 


6 


11 


11 10 - 


Widow Flanagan - 


... 


19 


19 


25 - - 


(.See enclosed Sheet.) 
John Considine ... 


Ballyheanee - 


12 


12 


13 - - 


John Kennedy - 




it 


15 18 - 


Mich. Kennedy 


- 




11 


15 18 - 


Mich. Lacey - 


Ballyoordan - 


i6£ 


i6j 


13 4 - 


Widow Rourke ... 




8 




Widow Vaughan ... 










Martin Kinnane ... 


- 




10 




Peter Sexter - 


. 








James Dromy 


. 




9 




David JNealon (he is a steward) 


Rannagh 


25 


25 


24 10 - 


Pat Kennedy - 


- 








James Considine - - - 










Daniel Considine ... 










Denis Liddy - 


- 




2 5 




Widow Gislane - 


. 








Pat O’Brien (Denis) 


- 








John Carmody - 


Loughlane 




to 




John Roache - . - 




16* 




George Greene - 


- 








Thomas Neagle ... 


Ballycottin 


13 


14 


12 10 - 


George Vaughan ... 


- 




22 




Pat Neagle - 


- 


12 


14 


12 10 - 



And 18 more names are returned, valuing at from 10 /. to 21 /. 14 s. 

In making the above return of valuation, I took my information from the Valuation Books, and 
although one or two errors may have occurred, yet I think it may be relied upon. 



(signed) Hu. Gordon, Capt. 



(No. 8.) 

^ ,r > t # Ennis, 6 February 1847. 

I have to call your immediate attention to the necessity of my being furnished 
with the lists for Clooney and Kilmanaheen of those on the works, and be as- 
sured immediately I will send out directions to act upon the supplementary lists, 
and will do all I can to get the unfortunate people to work, which cannot be done 
until I receive the lists, and which I expect daily. 

c (signed) Hu. Gordon , 

becretary of the Committee, Ennistimon. Captain 59th. 
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Margt. Howley. 

M. Connolly. 


Honor Kinnan. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Marer. O’Brien. 

M. Connolly. 


Margt. Cornsole. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Ellen Hoole. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Cathrine Booke. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Honor Droury, Poulmagan. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Biddy Nestor. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Margt. Russell. 

M. M C D. 


Nancy Glynn. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Widow Ruffe. 

M. M C D. 


Mary Sulivan. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Norry Killorey. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Mgt. Flangan. 

M. Connolly. 


Mary Whelan. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Mary Roach. 

M. M C D. 


Honor Linican. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Bridgt. & Mary Donohue. 

M. M'D. 


Biddy Turney. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Bridget Hayes. 

M. M C D. 


Bridget Doherty. 

M. M e D. 


Ellen Scales. 

M. M'D. 


Widow Carley. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Judy Quealy. 

M. M'D. 


Kate Donohu, Park. 

M. M C D. 


Mary Lyne. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Erst. Fitzpatrick. 

T. M. 


Biddy Sheehan. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Mary Nernvile. 

M. M C D. 


Peggy Flanagan. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Ann Nicholson. 

M. Conolly. 


Biddy O’Brien. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Widow O’Brien. 

M. M C D. 


Honor Flanagan. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Kelly Williams. 

M. Conolly, Sec. 


Mrs. Connoll. 

M. M'D. 


Widow Moloney. 

M. M C I>. 


B,id g «. Howley. ^ ^ 


Betty Cross. 

M, Connolly, Sec. 


Mr5 ' ■ M. Conolly. 



( 1 continued ) 
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Magt. Hone. 




Joanna O’Brien. 




M. Connolly. 


M. Connolly. 


Bridgt. Quealy. 


M. M C D. 


Mary O’Halley. 




M. M'D. 


Honor Matthews. 

M. Connolly. 


Mary Donohoe. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Mary CrafFord. 


M. Connolly. 


Mary Egan. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Mary Conell. 


M. Connolly. 


Norry Macnamara. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


Mary Boyle. 


M. Conolly, Sec. 


Biddy Connor. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 


John Flaherty. — The Widow Shan- 
non is the most destitute in the parish ; 


Honor Dracony. 


let her work in the most convenient 


M. Connolly, Sec. 


place, also her 
and Mary. 


two daughters, Honor 


Bridget Doolan. 


M. Connolly. 


M. M'D. 


Kate Tulvey. 




Mary Madigan. 


M. Connolly, Sec. 


M. Connolly, Sec. 


Winey Cross. 




Nancy Salmon. 


M. Connolly, Sec. 


M. Connolly, Sec. 


Biddy O’Losrhlin. 


Widow Kerin. 




M. Connolly, Sec, 


J. Fitzpatrick. 


Peggy Shanon. 




Mary O’Connor. 


M. Connolly, Sec. 


M. M'D. 


Mary Sheeha. 




Peggy Donohoe. 


M. Connolly, Sec. * 


M. Connolly, Sec. 


Mary Murlough. 


Margt. and Mary M'Mahon. 




M. M'D. 


M. Connolly, Sec. 


Saily Flanagan. 




Eliza Scales. 




M. M'D. 


M. M'D. 


Norry Macnamara. 

M. M'D. 


Mary O’Brien. 

M. M'D. 


Mary Boyle. 


M. M'D. 


Mary Calnan. 


Kate O’Laghlin 




T. M. 


Mary Sheedy. 


M. M'D. 
M. M'D. 


Biddy Donnelly. 

M. Connolly. Sec. 


Honor Woods. 




Mary Kelly. 


Biddy Danahu. 


M. Connolly. 


M. Connolly, Sec. 




M. Connolly, Sec. 


Josiah Flanagan. 


Honor Daly. 


M. Connolly, 


, M. M'D. 

Ann Kean. 




M. Connolly. 
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Marg‘ Dillon. 



Jude Hayes. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



Anne O’Brien. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



Bridg 1 Moloney. 



M. M C D. 



Biddy Doherty. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



Biddy Loran. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



Widdow Thynne. 



M. M C D. 



Judy Flanagan. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



Jane Cross. 



Marg* Kerin. 



Nancy Boyle. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



M. M°D. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



Biddy Moroney. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 
Bridget Fitzgerald. 



Mary Dunne. 



M. Connolly. 



M. Connolly, Sec.. 



Brg* 'Fitzgerald. 



Margr* Howard. 



M. Connolly. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



Biddy Moloney. 



M. Connolly, Sec.. 



Honoro M c Keen. 
Juddy White. 



Kate Cross. 



Marg 1 Carty. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



' M. Connolly, Sec. 



Biddy Power. 



180. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



Kate Kilmolin. ' 



M. Connolly, Sec. 



Mary Fitzgerald. 



M. M C D. 



Nancy Connor. 



M. Connolly, Sec.- 



Anne Flanagan. 



Biddy Kinnore. 



Mary Kilmartin. 



M. M C D. 



M. M C D. 



M. Connolly, Sec. 

Betty Macnaraara. 

M. Connolly, Sec. 



Mary O’Loghlin. 



M. Connolly. 



Catharine M c Inheeny, of Casha- 
dome, wants work on Doolan Line ; 
she is a poor distressed woman ; has no 
way to support her ; she is in great want. 
She worked three -weeks on the line, 
and was discharged, her name not been 
on a second list sent to the stuard. 

Arran View, 8 Jan. 1847. 

Sir, — I beg leave to call your atten- 
tion to the bill you previously indorsed 
for Thos. Williams. I presented it for 
payment, and received the proceeds 
from the Manager of the Bank in Ennis, 
which money I handed Thos. Williams, 
and in consequence . . . [torn] ... 

.Take Peter Carrucan in place of his 
father, Pat Carrucan. 

9 Jan. 1847. T. Macnamara, 

Chairman. 

John White, — Take the bearer, James 
Macnamara, who is on the Ballanalakin 
road, to Lough line of work, where was, 
being far his house in Fisher-street. 

12 Jan. 1847. r T. Macnamara. 

Darby Farty to work. 

8 Feb. 1847. T. Macnamara. 

Monday, Feb, 22, 1 84*.— Michli Bir- 
mingham, check; 

Mary Dillane,.— She is sent to break 
stones, by Mr. Thrales, to the. quarry, 
M- O’Loughlin. 

K ^ ( contiuued) 
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Nance Hagan, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Nagle, to break stones. — 
35 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary O’Connor, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Peg Davis, to break stones. — 15 Feb. 
1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Catherine Drorey,- to break stones. — 
i 5 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Bridget Butler, to break stones. — I 
35 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Jane Molony, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 



Mary Fitzgerald, to break stones.— r 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Kate Moloney, to break stones. — - 
15 Feb. 1847, 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Macnamara, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Hogan, to break stones.- — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Akern, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Bridget Carrucan, to break stones. — 
1 5 Feb. 1 847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Peg Glyn, to break stones. — 15 Feb. 

1847- 

T. Macnamara. 



Hanna Moloney, to break stones.- 
35 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 



Mary Curten, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 



Kitty Bevan, to break stones. — 
35 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 



Mary Hanagan. to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 



Biddy O’Conner, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Neagle, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Ellen O’Conner, to break stones. — 
3.5 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary Barnes, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Nel Molony, to break stones. — 
. 35 Feb. 3847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Honor Macnamara, to break stones. 
— 15 Feb. 3847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy O’Connor, to break stones. — 
35 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 



Mary O’Brine, to break stones. — 
35 Feb. 3847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Hillery, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Nancy Kean, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Magher, to break stones. — 
35 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary Molony, to break stones.— 
35 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Nat Kinnane, to' break stones. — 1 $ 
Feb. 3847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Ann Dealy, to break stones.-— 15 Feb. 
3847. 

T. Macnamara. 
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p e <r Macnamara, to break stones. — 

1 5 Feb. 1 847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Carty, to break stones'.— 

15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Nance O’Loghlin, to break stones.— 
-15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Margaret O'Conner, to break stones. 
— 15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Considen, to break stones. — 
,35 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary O’Conner, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Morarty, to break stones. — 

15 Feb. 1847- 

T. Macnamara. 

Catherine O-’Loughlin, to break 
stones. — 15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Catherine Toran, to break stones. — 
1.5 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Eliza Byrns, to break stones. — 
.15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Peg Conry. to break stones. — 15 
Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Peg Carroll, to break stones. — 1.5 
Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary Howard, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Driscol, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Peg Shannon,, to break -stones. — 15. 
Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Dealy, to break stones. — 15 
Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary Ready, to break stones. — 15 
Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

180. 



Mary Burns, to break stones. — 

15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary Callanan, to break stotes. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary Cullinan, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

PegGriffy, to break stones. — 15 Feb. 
1847. ■ 

T. Macnamara. 

Kitty Dealy, to break stones. — 15 Feb. 
1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary Murry, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Biddy Quin, to break stones. — 15 
Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary O’Brien,- to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Peg Sharry, to break stones. — 1 5 Feb. 
1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Jane Divett, to break stones. — 15 
Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Nance Holwly, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary Hays, to break stones. — 1 5 Feb. 
1 847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Ellen Devenport, to break stones. — 
15 Feb:- 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Catherine Morris, is to break stones 
on the public works. — 15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Mary Howby, to break stones. — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 

Peg Donougho, to break stones- — 
15 Feb. 1847. 

T. Macnamara. 



k 3 
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LIST FOR EMPLOYMENT. 



NAME. 


Pahish. 


Townland. 


Age. 


Number 

in 

Family. 


Usual Mode 
of 

obtaining 


Number 

of 

Acres 


Stock. 


Number 

reeom- 


OBSERVATIONS 










M. 


F. 


Livelihood. 


(if any). 




mended. 




•John Considine - (omitted, H. G.) 


Kilmacrihy 


Ballyliean - 




7 




Labouring 


12 


- 


two - 


None at work. 


Widow O’Dea -S 


» - 


» - 




8 


- 




none - 




one 


One at work. 


Austin Cnstin S 


„ - 


„ - 




7 






ditto - 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


Patt Neylon - - V 


„ - 


„ - 




6 






ditto - 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


Michael Kennedy Bunfill - y 


„ - 


„ - 




4 


* 




- - 


- 


one - 


None at work. 


James Rourke - - - y/ 


» - 






9 




„ 


4 


- 


ditto - 


One at work. 


Michael Coree - - - y 


» - 


„ 




7 




„ 


0 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


James Crowe - (omitted on the ori- 




, r 




8 


- 


- 


0 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


ginal list, H. G.) 






















Pat Hayes - - (ditto, H. G.) 


» - 


» - 




5 






0 




ditto - 


- ditto. 


Widow Carroll - 


» - 


» - 




6 




„ 


4 


- 


ditto - 


Has none at work. 


• Michael Lacey - (ditto, H. G.) 


» - 


Ball yoorda 




5 


• 


„ 


1GJ 


- 


ditto - 


Has none at work. 


• Widow Roche - (ditto, H. G.) 


„ - 






5 




„ 


7 


- 


ditto - 


Has a man at work. 


Connor O’Loughlin (ditto, H. G.) 


„ - 


„ 




5 






0 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


Murty M'Inerheny - - V 


» - 


„ 




11 


- 


„ 


4 




ditto - 


- ditto. 


• Widow Voughan - (ditto, H. G.) 


,, - 


„ 




4 


- 


„ 


12 




ditto - 


Has none at work. 


• Martin Kumaine (ditto, H. G.) 


„ - 


„ 




6 


- 


„ 


10 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


• Peter Sexton - (ditto, H. G.) 


„ 


„ 




8 




„ 


9 


" 


ditto - 


Has a man at work. 


Anthony Sexton (ditto on the ori- 








7 


. 


- 


5 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


ginal list, H. G-) 






















Lary Healy y 


„ ■ 


„ 




7 


- 


„ 


6 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


* James Drorry - (ditto, H. G.) 


» - 


„ 




5 


- 


„ 


0 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


James M'Inerheny - - >J 


» - 


„ 




5 




„ 


0 


- 


ditto - 


Has none at work. 


Pat Lacey - - (ditto, H. G.) 


» - 


„ 


- 


5 




„ 


1 


- 


ditto - 


Has a man at work. 


Denis Liddy - (ditto in the ori- 


» 


Rannah 




8 


. 


- 


5 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


ginal list, H.G.) 






















Richard Nagle - (ditto, H. G.) 


» - 


„ 




7 




„ 


7 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


John Laheeno - 


» - 




- 


6 




„ 


5 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


James O’Dea y 


» - 


» 




6 




„ 


0 


- 


ditto * 


- ditto. 


• Dl. Neylan - - (ditto, H. G.) 


» - 


» 




11 




„ 


25 mnt 1 ' 


- 


ditto - 


Has a son a steward. 


• Pat. Kennedy - (ditto, H. G.) 




» 


- 


5 




„ 


25 „ 


- 


ditto - 


Has none at work. 


Pat Heekey - - ^ 


„ - 


„ 




5 


- 


„ 


6 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


Pat M'Jeige 


» 


» 




5 




„ 


0 


- 


' ditto - 


Has a man at work. 


Tom Kelly - - (ditto, H. G.) 


» 


» - 


- 


6 




„ 


12 bog 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


John Kelly - - (ditto, H. G.) 


» - 


» - 


- 


8 






12 „ 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


Pat Walsh - - (ditto, H. G.) 


» - 


„ 




5 


- 


„ 


' 0 » 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


Widow Sweeny - (ditto, H. G.) 


» - 






5 




» 


0 


- 


ditto' - 


- ditto. 


* James Considine - (ditto, H. G.) 


„ - 


„ - 


- 


10 


- 


» 


10 


- 


ditto - 


- ditto. 


Pat Conlan - - (ditto, H. G.) 


„ - 


» - 




5 




„ 


0 


- 


ditto - 


. ditto. 


* Daniel Considine - (ditto, H. G.) 


• ‘ 


- - 




9 


- 


» • 


10 




ditto - 


. ditto. 



Signature of tlie Chairman, 

Dated 5th day of January 1847. Signature of Inspecting Officer, 
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